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HISTORICAL RECORD OCT - DEC 46, 


Appregiation of the Situation in PALESTINE by Lt General 


Sir Evelyn He Parker, K.B.E., C.B., D.S.0., M.C., G.0.C. 
at JERUSALEM on 10 Dec 46. 





l.. The tempo of terrorist activities during the last few months 
has greatly increased. It is clear that the many outrages committed _ 
have been the work of the Irgun and the Stern, either jointly or singlys 
the Hagena and Palmach, which, of course, receive their policy and 
direction from the Jewish Agency, have been almost completely quiescent 
for the past six months. 


2. This recent wave of terrorism has undoubtedly been the cause 

of great concern to the responsible Jewish leaders, for they see that 

if it is not stopped, even for a short time, the chances of a satisfactory, 
or, for that rete, any settlement appearing from the forthcoming 
consultations with H.M.G. will be considerably minimized. 


5. As a result of consultations in London in October 46 between 
members of H.M.G. and representatives of the Jewish Agency, it was 
apparently decided, amongst other things, to carry out a policy of 
appeasement with a view to getting the Agency and the Yishuv to co- 
operate in some degree in stopping terrorism, The Inner Zionist 

Council on their part issued a statement on 29 October denouncing 
terrorism and calling on the Jewish Community to ostracize the terrorists. 


4. This announcement, far from having the result desired, was 
immediately followed by @ succession of further terrorist outrages, 
starting with the blowing up of the Jerusalem Railwey Station on 30 
October, Numerous attacks were made on roads and railways, in which 
several British soldiers and police lost their lives. The situation 
on the railways was fast becoming impossible, and the engine drivers, 
somewhat justifiably, refused to operate the trains unless they received 
adequate protection. As a result, and in order not unduly to hinder 
the economic life of the coumtry, I was asked to provide the required 
protection. It was necessary to deploy some 12 major units on the 
railways end a system of patrolling and piquetting was arranged, which 
permitted the running of trains during the hours of daylight. 


5. On 21 November it was reliably reported thet a meeting had 
taken place between representatives of the Citrus Growers and the Irgun 
and Stern. As a result, it is believed that the former guaranteed 
to the terrorists 4 mils for each case of exported fruit (£32,000 on 
8 million cases) if the terrorists on their part would cease their 
sabotage of the railways. Results would appear to confirm this 
arrangement as from then on railway sabotage ceased. On our side, 
the military effort has now been reduced by 50%, end it is likely 
that we shall be relieved of the commitment altogether in about a 
week's time. The terrorists openly boasted they would recommence 
operations on the railways as soon as the citrus season was over. 


6. As a result of representations made by the High Commissioner 
to Mr Shertok, the acting head of the Jewish Agency, a meeting of 
the Hagana and the two terrorist Organisations is believed to have 
taken place on 22 November, results of which are unknown. However, 
on 26 November the Stern Group issued warnings of reprisals should 
the illegal immigrants arriving on the LOHITA be transferred to 
CYPRUS. The ship arrived the same day end the illegals were trane- 
shipped ; after a two day's delay spemt in dealing with a Writ of 
Habeas Corpus, the Empire ships sailed for Cyprus on 29 November. 


otecceseivare 


«Ze 


@ 7. The next evening an abortive terrorist attack wes made on 
the Mustashpha Police Billet in Jerusalem and was followed by further 
outrages on the roads and the blowing up of a lorry parked close to 
H.Q. South Pelestine District in Sarafand, which resulted in several 
military casualties. The culminating incident was a second attack 
on the Mustashpha Police Billet on 5 December. 


8. During the latter phase, I had seen the High Commissioner 

on several occasions, and had stressed the necessity for the Army 
to take action against the terrorists, Plans were prepared by 

6 Airborne Div for the searching of selected areas of PETAH TIQVA, 
RAMAT GAN, RISHON, BEHOVOTH, and TEL AVIV, which are considered 

the bases from which the terrorists operate. The High Commissioner 
on his part, sent for Mr Ben Zvi, acting head of the Jewish Agency 
Executive, on three occasions. The latter emphasized that they 
were doing everything they could to bring the terrorists to heel, 
and begged for time. As a result, military action wes postponed. 
Eventually, as a result of the second attack on the Mustashph@ Police 
Billet, the High Commissioner made it quite clear to Mr Ben Zvi that 
military action would have to be taken unless terrorism ceased. 

This threat seems to have had the required effect as no outreges 
have occurred since 5 December; it is believed the IRGUN have 
declared a truce, at any rate until the World Zionist Congress in 
BASLE is over. It is not possible to say how this came about, 

but it is quite obvious that the Jewish Agency has the means to get 
contact with the terrorists end come to en understanding, which they 
have never admitted previously. It is as yet indefinite whether 
the Stern Group (who have been responsible for most of the latest 
outrages) is also a party to the truce. 


9. The fact that the threat of military action has had the effect 
it has, is a good sign. For a short period the Jews were really 
frightened at the prospect of martial law, which they believed imminent. 
At the same time it is impossible to geuge the degree of control the 
Jewhsh Agency may be able to exert on the terrorists. No doubt the 
present truce may also be due to political pressure. 

10. ARABS. 


The Arab cause seems to have completely slipped into the 
background in recent months, and there might almost be no Arab 
problem at all. Arab politics in Palestine are as confused as ever, 
and there seems little, if any, prospect of their achieving unity of 
purpose and effort in the near future. 


ll. In view of all considerations, it seems possible there will 

be a lull in terrorist activities for perhaps one month. Suhsequent 
developments will depend on the World Zionist Congress and the 
consultations with H.M.G. in January; if the Jews do not like H.M.G. 
policy when it appears - if ever it does = the situation will almost 
certainly relapse, and we shall be faced with further widescale and 
probably much increased sabotage and outrages. Meanwhile, the 

present lull will give the Police a breathing space in which to 

prepare themselves for future events. The I.G. Police is taking 

the opportunity of trying to get Police control in TEL AVIV, which 

I consider essential. He is drafting in more British Police from 
SARONA, and I have accepted the commitment of providing extra immediate 
military support if called for. If, at a later date, further terrorist 
outrages occur, then I consider that military action should be immediate 
and drastic. 


| HQ British Troops in Pelestine and Transjordan 
"G" Branch 


Historical Record. October-December 6. 


Illegal Immigration 


1. The last three months of 1946 have seen a marked decrease in illegal 
imaigration. The unseaworthiness of tr2 ships used has becoue more evident 
as the winter has progressed. Of four ships which have attempted the run, 
two arrived safely, one arrived with a list of 30 degrees anc in imminent 
danger of caosizing, while the fourth got no further than the Dodccanese 
Where it founccred. It is clear that only during the summer months can 
illegal inmisration on any scale be carried oute The dansers of using 
overloaded and unseaworthy vessels have been pointed out vy the Acsiralty in 
the House oi Commons. 


2. Nevertheless, the period has been of importance for two reasons. 
Firstly, the Jews have taken unsuccessful action on a legal basis against the 
right of the Government to deport illegal immigrants to Cyprus and, 

secondly, the Jewish Agency tacitly admitted that they are involved in 
illegal irmi;ration when they requested the help of the Government in the 
rescue oi the illerals stranded on the islanc of Syrene. 


3e The desortetions to Cyprus have continued as each shin arrived. ‘The 
decision of ‘he Supreme Court on the Habeas Corpus Writ brought against the 
Government and various other officials gave judgement against the plaintiff 
and accordinsly the Lohita's cargo was sent to Cyprus. Government, however, 
did make a concession at the same time by continuing to grant a quota of 
1,500 immigrants a month, and by allowing 1,000 to be held in Athlit and 

750 to be held on parole in a Jewish Agency camp at Kiryat Shmuel. This, 
however, hes done little to ease the situati one In particular, feeling rose 
high over the refusal of the Government to allow the immediate transfer to 
Palestine oi the refucees wrecked on Syrene - this in spite of the fact that 
naval and air force men had risked their lives saving the stranded Jews» 


he In the past the terrorists have often stated that one of their objects 
is free icmisrntion, but there has been little evidence to show that they 
have ever talcn any active part in its ccganisation. While the court case 
over the Lohita immigrants was in progress however, the Irgun too’ a hand 
and issued a statement threatening, that if the deportation was carried out, 
any person involved in the operation was liable to be assassinated. 


5.6 On 21 Octoter the "Fenice", one of the shivs involved in the Spezia 
incident earlicr in the year, was intercepted off Hiifa. She had been 
renamed "Bracha Fuld" ia memory of a neiber of the Hagana killed during 
incidents in Tel Aviv on 25 March 1946. The ship was carrying 819 illegal 
immigrants, 211 of whom were transferred to Cyprus on 22 Octovere There 
was no resistance to the boarding partye 


6. On 30 October the "San Demitrio' was intercepted off Haifa. Renamed 
the "Latrun", she was one of the biggest ships yet to appear. When first 
sighted off Beirut, the vessel had a list of 30 dezrees and it was thought 
that she would be unable to make port. However, she eventually reached 
Haifa and was “ound to be carrying 1,279 immigrantse They were in no fit 
state to o°°cr resistance to the boarding party or to the transhipment and 
deportation to Cypruse 


Te The Lohita, the largest ship ever to be used, with 3,913 Jews on 
board, appearcd on 26 November. (This incident tozether with the Habeas 
Corpus Writ has >een dealt with in a separate section. ) 


a 


8. On & December, the Jewish Agency approached the Government with news 
/of the fact esses 


2. 


of the “act that a ship carrying Jewish refuzees had been wrecked on an 
island in the Dodecanese, anc with a request that all help be ~iven to 
theine In spite of bac weather aircraft were cespatched with stores and 
comforts and a Cestroyer and a minesweeper set out to embar': the survivors. 
This was successfully completed and the refugees were taken first to Suda 
Bay in Crete and then to Cypruse Most of the Yishuv exoressed their 
gratituce to Government for their speedy help, although this soon changed 
to the usual annoyance at Government's refusal to allow the immigrants to 
come straicht to Palestine. 


9s Details of the ships which have errived Curing the .criod are at 
Appendix "A". 
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“Place of ° ~—SWnere Apprenendéed ~~" pate on (a) Noe ca ~ 
Name of Ship Alias Departure or Landed Board Remarks 


(a) (b) (c) (4) (e) (f) (g) 


ee —— 


M.V. FENICE , SBRAKHA FULD Approx 10 miles NW 21 Oct 46 819 Boarding party met with no 
of HAIFA ’ resistance. Trans to OCEAN 
. VIGOUR and EMPIRE HEYWOOD 
night 21/22 Oct ond sent to 
CYPRUS 











SAN DIMITRTO LATRUN LA CIOULT Off HAIFA 30 Oct 46 1279 Ship hac neavy list when 
intercepteds Inuigraics 
offered no resistance +o 
doarding party and were 
transhipped to OCEAN’ VIGOUR 

‘ and EMPIRE HEYWOOD on 1 Nov 46 
; XNESSET ISRAEL 2 miles N or Cape 26 Nov 46 5913 Nc resistance to boarding 
. (Jewish Community) CARMEL Ligh. party. Considerable resisi- 
B ance at start of transhipment. 
2 Jews killed, 2 Jews wounded, 
8 soldiers admitted to 
hospital. 


ATHINA YUGOSLAVIA SYRENS ISLAND 7 Dec AG 


as) 
C 
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iS°NA was sunk off SYRENE 

We. oh of Certs. & Jews were 

- believed drowned. RAF cropped 

supplies anc HMS Chevron and 

4 other ship rescued survivors 

a on, 10 Dec. 772 admitted to 
ae @ Cyprus Camps, remainder went 

to hospital in Rhodes. 
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HISTORICAL RECORD OCT - DEC 46. 


SECURITY OF HAIFA PORT. 


Ref te this subject was made in last quarter's record wmder 
Serial 8 Illegal Immigration para 5, and appendices C and D which gave 
the results of a conference held on board HMS MAURITIUS in Sep. 
Subsequently a further conference on a high level was held at Govt House 
Jerusalem on 12 Oct. The minutes of this conference are attached at 


Appx 'A', 


The main resukt was the appointment of a Commodore Palestine, 
one of whose responsibilities is the Security of Haifa Port. An extract 
of the Directive to Commodore De Salis showing, at para 9 of the Annexure, 
the proposed security measures, is attached at Appx 'B', 


©0000000C00000000000000 
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APPX ‘At 


TOP SECRET. 


MINUTES OF CONFERENCE HELD AT GOVERIMENT HCUSE, 
JERUSALEM, PALESTINE. 


12th October 1946. 





In attendance; Commander-in-Chief, Mediterranean. 
General Officer Commanding. 
Air Officer Commanding. 
Chief Secretary. 
Commodore Grantham. 
Brigadier, General Staff. 
Commander Martell, 
Commander Knowling. 
Inspector General of Police, 





1. Cein-C said he had come prepared to fix the details of the 
security of Haifa Port and the question of intercepting and trans- 
shipping illegal immigrants. He requested Naval contpol of the 
Harbour and the area outside it, with no movement by night without 
authority . He proposed establishing a Commodore at Haifa who would 
work with the local authorities, and said that details of his posi- 
tion would need to be discussed. He insisted that this officer must 
have an over-riding say on the question of precautions on the water, 


26 The question of trans-shipment was discussed, The General 
Officer Commanding said he considered that trans-shipment outside 
the harbour was a Naval responsibility; if alongside it was purely 
an Army matter, The Commander-in-Chief, Mediterranean demurred 
pointing out that illegal immigrants were the seme as prisoners and 
that the disembarkation of prisoners is usually the Army's business, 
He said that the Commodore would again go into this question on his 
arrival. 


Se On the question of the additional Naval force for manning 
further patrol boats, the C-in-C stated that these persomel would 
be accommodated afloat and no accommodation ashore would be required 
for them. 


4, It was agreed that the Folice should work under the Navy 
when operating on water. 


5. Commodore Grantham demonstrated the proposed method of safe- 
guarding the Harbour area on a chart. This was to be done by encircl- 
ing with torpedo nets an area of the Harbour which would be patrolled, 
and any movement inside it checked; additional flood-lighting wes 
also required. 


6. The question of limiting the quays alongside which caiques 
should be permitted to unload was discussed, and H.E. pointed out 
that, as far as possible, it wes essential to keep the Port operating 
at maximum capacity. The local Security Committee should fix 
details such as these, and if wnable to reach agreement should refer 
them to Jerusalem, 


Te Commodore Grantham explained that the Port area was poorly 

lit, H.E. pointed out that this was a matter of supply - there being 
a@ considerable shortage of the type of electrical equipment required. 
C-in-C pointed out that flood-lighting was needed rather than further 


searchlights,. 
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8. Chief Secretary said that he would go into the question of 
the Port Authority providing the necessary lights. 


9. C-in-C said that he had taken up, through the Admiralty, 

with the Foreign Office and Colonial Office the question of the 

legal position of interception on the high seas. An interim reply 
from the Admiralty indicated that diversion to Cyprus of ships fly- 
ing a Zionist flag, or without an identifiable Master, or ex-enemy 
ships (umtil a Peace Treaty is signed) would be permissible; but 

not of other ships carrying illegal immigrants. He had also arranged 
with the A.0.C.-in-C to produce further spotter planes to help in 
interception. 


10. C-in-C's instructions on the use of force in boarding were 
that only enough should be used to safeguard the lives of the boarding 
party and secure the ship. 


The use of tear gas, of steam and water hoses and of heavy 
oil were discussed, and the C-in-C said that more trouble must be 
expected in boarding than had been experienced to date. 


ll. A.0.€. requested that R.A.F. should be informed of all 
possible intelligence details on identification of ships. 


1%. G.0.C. explained that if the Navy and Air Force failed to 
intercept a ship, Army arranged to picket likely lending places 
with a view to interception on the beaches, 


13. The question of diverting ships once intercepted inside 
Palestine territorial waters, instead of trans-shipping did not 
seem practicable in view of the fact that engines were normally out 
of order and because of the conditions on board. 


14. Publicity was discussed, and it was stressed that quick, 
accurate reports were needed in order that the P.I.0. could put 
out the first story. 


15. H.E. explained that Cyprus was able to handle up to 20,000 
diverted immigrants. 


16. I.G.P. asked the C-in-C if M.Ls might be loaned by the Navy 
end maintained by the Police to increase the number of patrol craft 
available. C-in-C said he would go into this question. 


APPX 'B! 
EXTRACT FROM THE 


DIRECTIVE TO THE COMMODORE, PALESTINE. 


l. On appointment as Commodore, Palestine and Naval Officer-in- 
Charge, Haifa (short title COMPAL) you are directed to assume operational 
control of all wits of the Mediterranean Fleet allocated for the 
interception of ships engaged in illegal immigrant treffic. 


26 For this purpose you will :- 


a) Organise patrols by destroyers and minesweepers off the 
Palestine Coast. 


b) Take any necessery measures for the security of H.M. Ships, 
transports and military store carriers employed in connec- 
tion with Military Operations in Palestine. 


c) Organise any port facilities that are necessary for the 
maintenance of the forces under your control. 


ad) Assume responsibility for all naval personnel borne on 
the books of H.M.S. "STAG", who are employed on shore or 
in the anchorages and ports of Palestine. 


3. The Resident Naval Officer, Famagusta, is under your orders 
for action concerned with illegal immigration. 


4. On taking up your appointment the existing appointments of 
Senior Naval Officer (Afloat), Haifa, and Naval Officer-in-Charge, 
Haifa will lapse. You will be represented at General Headquarters, 
Jerusalem, by a Naval Liaison Officer. 


5. You will consult as necessary and co-ordinate naval operations 
and security measures with the General Officer Commanding, Palestine, 

the Air Officer Commanding, Palestine, the Chief Secretary, Palestine 

Government and the Inspector General of Police. 


In Haifa you are to work in close co-operation with the General 
Officer Commanding, lst Infantry Division, the Superintendent of Police, 
the District Commissioner, the Manager, Palestine Ports and Railways 
and the Port Manager, 


6. The Commander-in-Chief has discussed with the High Commissioner 
the broad outline of security messures which are considered necessary 
for the security of ships at Haifa. (paragraph 9 of Annexure). 


These and any other measures considered necessary are to be 
arranged in co-operation with the Haifa authorities. 


Any questions which cannot be agreed locally and have to be 
referred to the High Commissioner for decision are to be reported to 
the Commander-in-Chief. 





Annexure to Appx ‘Br, 


INTERCEPTION OF ILLEGAL IMMIGRANT TRAFFIC. 


1. Naval patrols to intercept illegal immigrant ships are at 
present controlled from a Naval Operations Room situated in lst 
Infantry Division Headquarters on Mount Carmel, under authority 
delegated by the Senior Naval Officer (Afloat), Haifa, who hitherto 
has been responsible for the general conduct of operations, and for 
co-ordinating measures with the Service end Civil authorities in 
Palestine. Normally, 4 destroyers, one sloop or frigate and 3 
fleet minesweepers will be allocated for patrol duties. 


2. Air searches are flown by the R.A.F., using Lancasters of 
$8 G.R. Squadron. Lisison with the Air Officer Commanding, Palestine, 
is affected through Naval Liaison Officer to MILPAL in Jerusalem. 


3. Local liaison with the Army in Haifa is through naval operations 
room at lst Infantry Division Headquarters on Mount Carmel. 


4. Since transfer of illegal immigrants to Cyprus started, in 
August, increasingly violent resistance to boarding and arrest of 
illegal immigrant ships has been experienced, Sabotage attempts 

by Jewish terrorist organisations have recently been directed against 
H.M. Ships. Transports and military store ships are also believed 
to be classed as “legitimate” targets. 


TRANSHIPMENT OF ILLEGAL IMMIGRANTS, 


5. The following demarcation of responsibility between Naval 
and Military authorities is at present in force. 


a) Armed Guards for protecting hired Transports against 
external attack are provided by the Navy. 


b) Armed Guards for guarding illegal immigrants on board 
hired Transports are provided by the Amy. 


c) Armed Guards for guarding illegal immigrants on board 
immigrant ships after arrest are pravided by the Navy, 
backed up by the police, wmtil transfer to a transport 
takes place. 


d) The transfer of illegal immigrants to and from hired 
trensports, whether carried out in an anchorage or at 
a jetty, at Haifa or Femagusta, is primarily en Army 
commitment, carried out with the assistance of the Navy. 


DEGREE OF FORCE TO BE USED. 


6. It may be necessary, during the conduct of boarding operations, 
arrest of illegel immigrant ships, boat patrols, or guard duties, to 
resort to force, The degree of *erce to be used is to be the 

minimum necessary to achieve the object end safeguard the lives of 
Naval personnel concerned, 


CONTROL OF HAIFA PORT, 
Pe The working of the port of Haifa is controlled by the civil 
authorities. It is of paramount importance to the Palestine Govern- 


ment thattrade through the port of Haifa should proceed as far as 
possible without dislocation by security measures. 
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ESTABLISHING A SHORE-BASED AUTHORITY AND FACILITIES, 


8. In order to avoid establishing a Naval Camp entailing guards 
and a shore administration, it is intended to berth in the dock area 
in Haifa harbour L.S.T. 3016 and an L.C.T. (E). 


The former will be used for accommodating the Naval Headquarters 
personnel, including crews of boats; the latter for maintenance of 
M.F.V.s and patrol lauches, including assistance with Police launches. 


The operational Headquarters will remain at Stella Maris on 
Mount Carmel and will continue to be the communications centre, 
personnel concerned being accommodated in lst Infantry Division Head- 
quarters. 


SECURITY MEASURES PROPOSED. 
9. The following security measures are proposed:- 


a) to rig an A/t boom with gate, across Haifa Harbour from 
a point immediately west of the police boat pound, to the Main Break- 
weter at the western end of the deep weter berths. A BAR-vessel is 
being provided from Malta. The area to the eastward of this boom 
is to be made the security area of the port. 


b) to berth all caiques, lighters and other small coastal 
vessels to the Westward of the boom or outside the breakwater, and 
deny access for these craft to any berth or jetty to the Eastward 
of the boom. 


c) The L.S.T. and L.C.T.(E) to be netted in against attacks 
by boats and wnderwater saboteurs. 


ad) to exercise Police and Naval control of the boom gate; 
to supervise, by patrol launches, all movements of craft or ships in 
or through the “security area™ of the port. 


e) to improve the floodlighting of all jetties and dump 
areas in the port, the work to be organised by the Port authorities, 
with Naval advice. (The possibility of supplying Nevel equipment 
for floodlighting is being investigated). 


SUMMARY 
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OF MAJOR INCIDENTS DURING THE QUARTER ENDING 31 DEC 46, 


Other than those which are Subject of Special Repert, i.e., 


a) Attack on JERUSALEM Sta 30 Oct. 
b) Illegal Immigration. 
c) Incidents in JERUSALEM 5 Dec. 








Major incidents during the previous quarter are summarized under 


the following 


l. 
2. 
3. 
4. 
5. 
6. 


headings:- 


Activities against the rlys. 

Casual attacks against individuals. 

Planned attacks against mil, police or govt installations. 
Planned attacks against individuals, 

Quarrels between factions. 


Searches. 


1. Activities against the Blys. 


a) 


b) 


c) 


a) 


e) 


f) 


g) 


h) 
i) 


zy) 


k) 


8 Oct. An attempt made to blow up HAIFA - KANTARA tp train. 
Attempt failed. No damage, no casualties. 


22 Oct. Train blown up near BATTIR 163126 (near JERUSALEM) 
2 locomotives, 1 gds van damaged, 15 ft line destroyed, 
200 ft of line damaged. No cas, 


1 Nov. At 0410 hrs between HADERA and BINYAMINA 145213, 
engine derailed, track tern up. No cas. 


5 Nov. At 0045 hrs on TEL AVIV - SARAFAND line at 13001615 
engine derailed. 20 yds track destroyed, 2 of crew slightly 
injured. 


5 Nov. At 2240 hrs at BAS EL AIN goods train blown up and 
fired on. Train not derailed but tankers destroyed by 
smell arms fire. Diversionary fire directed at nearby 
police post. 2 oil tankers burnt out, part of track 
destroyed. No cas, : 


7 Nov. At 0545 hrs between LYDDA and REHOVOTH tp and 
passenger train blown up. . 5 coaches derailed, 3 OR slight- 
ly wounded. Earlier unexploded bomb found on line at 
QUIRYAT HAYIM. 


10 Nov. During the morning 4 JEWS drove up to RAS EL AIN Sta 

68 held up Signalmen and left bombs in suitcases. These 
were accidentally detonated by RE completely destroying main 
sta buildings. 3% OR slightly injured, 1 TAC killed. 


13 Nov. A goods train blown up on electrically detonated mine 
near TEL AVIV. Engine and three wagcons derailed. 1 TAC 
(Arab) killed. 1 Arab civilian (fireman) injured. 


13 Nov. On JERUSALEM - JAFFA line a police train blown up on 
‘@lectroally detonated mine. Trolley destroyed. 2 Br Police 
OR killed, 4 Arab TAC killed. 


15 Nov. Armd rail trolley and 5 ft line destroyed by electri- 
Cally detonated mine. 1 OR slightly wounded. ; 


17 Nov. Mine on rly line 2 kilometres SOUTH of RAS EL AIN 
‘exploded while RE were attempting to move. 1 BE Officer 
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4 killed and“1 RE OR slightly injured. An unexploded 
mine also found at MESHEQ YAGUR. : 


1) 17 Nov. Between YIBNA and REHOVOTH 14371645 mine was 
electrically detonated under goods train. One rly 
wagon derailed and damaged. No cas. 


m) 18 Nov. Mine on rly line near RAS EL AIN exploded whilst 
RE officer was trying to remove it. 1 RE offr killed, 
1 RE OR slightly injured. 





i) Total no of Incidents on Rlys 13 
it} *°* 7 = * " * attributed to STERN 9 
iii) * ” " " " " " IZ 4 
iv) Total cas | Wounded Killed Total 
British Officers 1 2 3 
British OR 9 9 
British Pal Police 2 2 
Palestinian Police : 6 6 
Civilians s 3 
- Totel 13 10 23 





Ze 6asual attacks against individuals. 


®) 1 Oct. At approx 2359 hrs a S/Sjt riding a m/c past X-rds 
PETAR TIQVA was shot at froma passing car. S/Sjt died in 
hospital. 


b) 1 Oct. A jeep was shot at near LYDDA, one ATS OR slightly 
wounded. ; 


ce): 7 Oct. At 1930 hrs in Street ef the Prophets, JERUSALEM, 
two RAF OR shot in back from side street. 1 RAF OR killed, 
1 RAF OR seriously wounded. 


d) 8 Oct. A 15 wwt truck blow up by electrically detonated 
mine, end destroyed, On arrival at scene Police were ‘shot 
at by attackers who withdrew to GIVAT SHAUL. Cas, 2 OR 
killed, 1 Lt Col, 2 OR seriously injured. 


e). 8 Oct. Mines found on rds near PETAH TIQVA, JAFFA, HADERA, 
@nd NASHASHIBI quarter JERUSALEM, Cas 1 OR wounded lifting 
mines. 


f) 21 Oct. Jeep blow up by electrically detonated mine near 
LE ZION 131152. Cas 1 Offr, 1 OR seriously wounded. 


g) 24 Oct. Three explosions in JERUSALEM. 


i) X-rds JAFFA rd - KING GEORGE V Aveme. Time bomb near 
curfew rd‘ block. Cas 1 OR wounded. 

ii) Wd juno BENYEHUDA Rd = KING GEORGE V Avenue, Bomb buried 
in petrol tin in rd. Cas 2 OR wounded. 


iii) X-rds MEA SHEARIM St - CHANCELLOR Avenue. Bomb buried 
in tin in rd. Cas 2 OR killed, 1 Offr wounded, 1 OR 
wounded... 


h) 30 Oct. 2 RUR trucks, 1 Arab civilian truck destroyed by 
electrically detonated mine in JERUSALEM. Cas 2 OR killed, 
11 OR wounded, 6 Arab civilians wounded. 


i) 80 Oct. Jeep destroyed by mine MR 15931788, Cas 2 OR wounded. 


5) 30 Oct. At 2055 hrs near PETAH TIQVA truck destroyed by 
@lectrically detonated mine. Cas 2 OR killed, 2 wounded. 
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k) 2Nov. At 1845 hrs near TEL AVIV patrol truck of 1 Para 
Bde destroyed by electrically detonsted mine. Cas 10 OR 
wounded. 


1) 2Nov. Truck forced off rd by wire stretched aeross rd. 
OR wounded. 


m) 14 Nov. 2 15 cwt trucks of PMF destroyed by electrically 
detonated mine in St GEORGES Rd JERUSALEM. Cas 6 British 
Police wounded, 


n) 17 Nov. At 2300 hrs in TEL AVIV 15 cwt of PMF destroyed by 
electrically detomated mine. Cas 3 Br Police killed, 
1 RAF OR killed, 4 Br Police wounded, 2 RAF OR wounded. 


o) 25 Nov. At 2310 hrs near BEIT DEJAN 134156. Cas 1 Officer 
wounded, At 2345 hrs same place lorry fired at but not hit. 


p) 2 Dec, At 1145 hrs a jeep destroyed by electrically detonat- 
‘ed mine 10 kilos from JERUSALEM on JAFFA rd. Cas 4 OR killed. 


a) 2 Dec. At 2150 hrs near BENYAMINA jeep destroyed by electrical- 
Ty detonated mine. Cas 1 OR-killed, 3 OR wounded. 


r) 3 Dec. At 2020 hrs at HADAR HACARMEL, HAIFA, jeep destroyed 
believed by mine. Cas 1 OR killed. 





s) i) Total no of Incidents. 18 
Do ead ee mi im attributed to STERN 17 
ay Nee oe sd af " unknown source 1 
iv) Total cas. Killed Wounded Total 

British Officers 3 3 

British OR 14 37 51 

British Police 3 10 13 

ATS OR 1 1 

RAF OR 2 5). 5 

Arab Civilians 6 6 

Total 19 60 79 





5. Planned Attacks against Mil, Police, or Govt Installations. 


a) 20 Nov. The Income Tex Office, JERUSALEM was blown up and 
badly damaged. Terrorists forced their way into the building, 
beat a TAC over the head and deposited a bomb which was explod- 
ed by e TAC firing at it with a rifle. Cas 1 TAC (Jew) killed, 
spectators, 1 Officer, 1 OR, 1 Br Police OR, 3 Civilians wounded, 


b) 30 Nov. At 1830 hrs a bomb exploded in rd near DAMASCUS Gete 
followed immediately by an attack on Police Post 
in JAFFA rd. This attack by about 25 terrorists failed 
completely. Cas 4 civilians wounded. 





oc) Total no of Incidents. 2 
" attributed to STERN : 1 

es e ® " TRGUN 1 
Total Cas. Killed Wounded Tot 
British Officers 1 1 
British OR 1 1 

TAC 1 1 
Civilians 7 7 
Total 1 9 10 
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& 4. Planned Attacks against Individuals, 


a) On 17 Oct at approx 2255 hrs Inspector BRUCE whilst walking 
slong the JAFFA rd outside JERUSALEM in civilian clothes 
was shot. He returned the fire but hit no one. He died 
in hospital oe hour later, Cas 1 Police Officer killed. 


b) M 9 Nov Police were summoned by anonymous telephone call 
to @ house in MOSHE St JERUSALEM, being told that it contained 
& hidden explosive store. The house was booby trapped and _ 
en explosion occurred during the search by Police. Cas 4 
Police OR killed. 





c) Total No of Incidmts. 2 
" re Ts attributed to HAGANA 1 
ba] w Ll t " w STERN 1 

Totel Cas. Eilled Wounded Total 
British Police Officer 1 ( & 
British Pelice OR 4 4 
Total 5 | 5 





5. Fi ght s between Factions. 


On 5 Now near AL ZAWIYA 206284 JEWS and ARABS fought over the 
ownership of land. Cas 3 ARABS killed, 2 JEWS killed, 9 JEWS wounded. 


6. Searches. 


a) 9 Oct. GIVAT-SHAUL, TALPIOT, RAMAT RAHEL, and MOTSA were 
searched. Ag GIVAT SHAUL 4 pistols, 1 Sten, 24 1bs Ammonal 
and small quantity of Trg pamphlets and History of HAGANA 
were found. 


b) 13 Oct. Police found arms cache et TIBERIAS containing 
ericen Grenades, 34 Rifle grenades, 171 tins of 
detonator assemblies. 


c) 50 Oct. Search of GIVAT SHAUL, Found were 1 TSMG, 12 pistols 
misc, 194 rds SAA, 3 grenades, 50 detonators, 9 electric 
detonators, 


HQ PAIZSTINE AND TRANSJORDAN a. 
% ‘G*_BRANGH 
: HISTORICAL RECORD OCT - DEC 1946 


Attack on Jerusalem Station on 30 Oct 46 


1. At approx 1420hrs on 30 Oct 46 a green saloon car No M 778 stopped outside 
JERUSALEM Rly Station. Omgirl and two men = one dressed in EUROPEAN and theother in 
ARAB clothing - got out carrying three suit-cases. These were deposited in a doorway 
to the left of the booking office. 


26 An ARAB bystander becoming suSpicious attempted to stop the girl who drew 
& pistol and fired at him, The remaining occupants of the car opened fire while the 
girl and two men got into the car which drove off in a NORTH EASTERLY direction. 
Simltaneously the police opened fire hitting the car. 


3e At approx 1530hrs one of the suitcases inside the rly station exploded killing 
British Constable SMITH. Shortly afterwards the second suitcase exploded in the read 
outside the station, where it had been moved, causing minor damage to the area. The 
third suitcase in.the waiting room ex»loded shortly afterwards causing ceansiderable 
damage to the station. ; 


he In the meantime a Police Patrol car coming from the JAFFA Gate saw a taxi 
escaping towards YEMEN MOSHE and went to that area. The escaping vehicle had been 
found abandoned by the Security Coy ARAB IBGION, stationed in this area, who ha@ arrested 
two JEWS one of whom was wounded. Another wounded JEW was arrested by the Police ina 
civilian house nearby. All these were members of the Stern Group. 


5e The military immediately lightly cordoned off the area. The cordon was 
Strengthened -later and at about 1710 hrs a search by 1 A& SH began, 63 mle 
inhabitants between the ages of 16 and 60 were removed for screening by CID personnel, 
and a number of suspected terrorists detained, 


66 The successful outcome of the incident was due largely to the prompt action 
by personnel of the ARAB IEGION, 


HQ PALESTINE AND TRANSJORDAN — 


2 'G' BRANCH : q 
HISTORICAL RECORD OCT - DEC 46. 


Arrival of Illegal Ship "LOHITA™. 





S.S. "LOHITA", remamed "KNESSETH ISRAEL” by the immigrants was 
sighted by the RAF on 28 Nov 46. She wes the largest immigrant ship to 
have reached PALESTINE, being 3,500 tons and is believed to have sailed 
from a Yugoslav port. She was shadowed by the RAF and by destroyers 
until she was two miles West of Carmel Point when destroyers came alongside 
and a naval party boarded without incident at 1220 hrs on 26 Nov. At 
1340 hrs the LOHITA was brought alongside the quay in HAIFA Port, and the 
immigrants were informed that they were to be transferred to the Empire 
HEYWOOD and OCEAN VIGOUR. These ships had been called forwerd from Port 
SAID to convey the immigrants to CYPRUS. 


The immigrants re-acted violently to this informat on, and opened 
up & barrage, using tinned foods, bottles, and any other missiles that 
came to hand. Several troops were injured in this attack, and eight were 
admitted to hospital. Some shots were fired in the confusion, and two —~ 
immigrants were killed, snd one admitted to hospital with serious injuries. 
The exact circumstances under which the shots were fired have never been 
determined, despite a detailed inquiry, but it appears that they were fired 
by navel personnel, possibly on the instructions or misunderstood instructions 
of an Army officer. 


In the face of the violent resistance put up by the immigrants it 
was decided to employ tear gas and hose pipes, and at 1445 hrs troops 
succeeded in boarding the vessel. Transhipment then proceeded without 
further incident, and by 1930 hrs the LOHITA had been cleared, and the 
immigrants disposed of as follows:- 


To CYPRUS '  $,854 


_ Govt Hospital 56 
Mil Hospital 1 


Immediately they were filled, the ships sailed from HAIFA and cruised 
up and down the coast inside territorial waters waiting for instructions to 
sail for CYPRUS. 


While ‘the transhipment was proceeding the Jewish Agency produced 
new tactics by taking action against the Government, GOC PALESTINE and 
other military and naval officers concerned in the deportation of immigrants, 
The legal action took the form of a writ of Habeas Corpus, mentioning many 
of the immigrants by name. The main argument put forward by the Agency 
was that the immigrants:could not be deported without being given an opportunity 
of showing why they should not be permitted to land in PALESTINE. The 
counter argument was that under “Defence Emergency Regulations 1945" the 
High Commissioner had power to deport anyone if he considered such deportation 
necessary in the interest of public security. The case was heard by the 
Supreme Court sitting as a High Court of Justice, on 27 Nov, and judgement 
was delivered in favour of the Government on 29 Nov. 


As soon as judgement had been delivered the ships set sail for 
‘CYPRUS. On 1 Dec all immigrants had been disembarked without further 
incident. 


HQ PAISSTINE AND TRANSJORDAN 
'G' BRANCH 
HISTORICAL RECORD 


OCT - DEC 46 
Repert_en Incidents in JERUSAIEM 5 - 6 Dec 46 


At 1855 hrs on 5 Dec 46 an explosion occurred at the junc 
of St PAUL's Rd and Street of the PROPH:TS, JERUSALEM, The 
alarm sirens were sounded and simultaneously heavy small aras 
fire broke out at many points in the city. The explosion was 
caused by a taxi, which had been stolen earlier in the day 
from TEL AVIV, running over a mine as it was passing the 
traffic island in the Street of the PROPHETS. The occupants 
of the taxi were themselves in the process of laying mines 
and one terrorist was flung on to the road and seriously 
injured subsequently dying in hospital. The driver of the 
taxi was killed outright and the taxi then ran over another 
mine which exploded. During this period the vehicle was out 
of control and an unimown child was Imocked down and slightly 
injured. 


At approx 1900 hrs 9 Inf Bde bomb disposal team reported 
to the St of the PROPHETS and proceeded to clear the mines. 
The taxi was found to contain some more explosive and it was 
blown up with the body of the terrorist inside. 


At approx 1900 hrs hy small arms fire was directed at 
the MUSTASHPHA Police Biilet from surrounding houses. Sniping 
also took place from the rooftops of isolated houses in the 
vicinity of the billet. One Brit Constable was seriously 
wounded whilst returning the fire from the roof of the billet. 
By small arms fire was directed at the terrorists until 1950 
hrs when the attack was beaten off. Several grenades were 
thrown at the billet and some unexploded grenades were found 
in the vicinity after the incident was over, 


Two home made grenades were thrown at the guards on the 
GOC's house at 1908 hrs. The guards opened fire at the man 
who threw the grenades but he escaped into REHAVIA. 


At approx 1921 hrs firing was reported by the RAF Police 
in King GSORGE V Avenue opposite the DAPM's offices. This 
incident did not develope. 


At approx 1900 hrs an oil bomb was found in MEASHEARIN 
Street outside the SYRIAN ORPHANAGE. 1 A & SH disposed of this 
bomb. 


At approx 2105 hrs a truck and a taxi were found abandoned 
in the Street of the PROPHETS near DAMASCUS GATE. The taxi 
contained a quantity of mines and 36 grenades and was pointing 
in the direction of the DAMASCUS GATE. The truck contained 
approx 400 lbs of explosive and a quantity of box mines. (Sax 

Eight men were seen to escape from the 
vicinity of the truck and the taxi. Blood trails and two 
pistols were found in the area. 


9 Inf Bde banb disposal team reported to the area 
of the taxi and truck am proceeded to investigate. The 
vehs were considered to be ‘booby trapped‘ and at approx 
2230 hrs the taxi was blown up causing very little damage 
to buildings in the area. At approx 2240 hrs the truck 
was blown up and caused considerable damage to houses 
in the area. One house was completely destroyed and six 
houses were very badly damaged. The whole area had been 
cleared of civilians before the explosion and in consequence 
there were no casualties. 


A curfew was imposed on the Jewish quarter of 
JERUSALEM by 9 Inf Bde and at approx 2020 hrs the cordon 
was in posn and searching cammenced. At 2230 hrs a close 
cordon was put on in the area of the Police billet and all 
civilians in that area were screened by the Police. 10 
Suspects were detained by the Police. At approx 2330 hrs 
the search was canplete and the curfew was taken off, 


The principle object of the terrorists may have been 
an attempt to destroy Air HQ LEVANT, which is situated 
at the DAMASCUS GATE. The attack on the MUSTASHPHA billets 
and the mine laying being major diversionary attacks. It 
is interesting to note that all the taxis and trucks 
involved in the incident were stolen in TEL AVIV. 


Totai casualties throughout the incident were one 
Brit Constable injured, one unknown child injured and the 
two terrorists killed and one terrorist injured. 


f 


FORTNIGHTLY INTELLIGENCE NEWSLETTER No. 26 
. issued by P 
HQ BRITISH TROOPS IN PALESTINE AND TRANSJORDAN. 
(For period 29 Sep - 13 Oct) 
Part 1 - Current Affairs. 
Part II - The Shekel. 
GENERAL 
1. The adjournment of the London Conference was greeted »by the Jews of 


Palestine with mixed emotioriss They manifested surprise that the talks had 
been postponed without defimjte pronouncement of HMG policy, yct were 
picased that the talks produced nothing othcr than a courtcous clearing 
house of opinion between HMG and the Arab delegation. A..ore sinister 
aspect of the situation is that this furthcr shclving of the problem, even 
though the Jews boycotted the Conference, my encourage the nore rabid Zion- 
ists to reitcrate that HMG is not interestec in an immediate solution to 

the problem, an atti*ude which my result in further quickening of terrorist 
action. 


2. Though the Jews professed to be disintcrestcd in any call to London 
unless HMG were prepared to accede to Jewish demands in respect of the basis 
for discussion, there pervades a quict satisfaction in official Jewish 
circles that HMC finally summoned Jewish Agency representatives for informal 
talks in London. Despite this, the majority of opinion is convinced that 
discussions should not take place until the Jcwish leacers are released 
from LATRUN, and the very fact the HMG has not relentec, allicc. to the 
further long postponement of the Palestine telks and the aggravation caused 
by President Truman's speech, is an almost certain incication that further 
troublesome days lie ahead. re 
3e Terrorist activity over the past two wee':s has dcen of « particularly 
vile character involving indiscriminate assassinations o? service personnel 
by the STERN Group and mining of roads and the railway by the IRGUN. This 
type of activity is almost certain to continuc by virtuc of its toll on the 
attacked and the infinitcsimal casualtics sustained by the cowardly attackers. 


he On the Arab side, the picture remains a trifle confuscc with the Atab 
Higher Executive mking plans for the broadening of the Exccutive, and the 
NAJJADA anc. EL FATAWA gazing with trepidation ona future which includes | 
unification of command and purpose, something which apparently neither want 
very much but which the MUPTI has decreed. 


5. art II of this Newsletter contains an account of the procress of 
Bhekel seellin: throughout the world. 


: 


LONDON CONTERENCE 
6. On 3 October the London Palestine Conference was aCjournce. after 22 
deys curing which 6 pleriary sessions were helde The reasons given in an 
official co:munique were that many of the Celesates woulc shortly be leaving 
to attend the UNO General Assembly and that Mr. BEVIN woulc be occupied with 
the Council of Foreign Ministers, and in consequence the carliest Cate at 
which the Conference coulé be resumed would be 16 December. During the 
September sessions, discussion was limited to the formulation and presentation 
of the Arab plan, anc HMG have indicated that the interin perioc will be 
useful for the consideration of this proposal. 


JEWISH AFFAIRS * 





7e The apparent shelving of the problem until the widéle of the winter has 
/had OM see 
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had an adverse effect on Jewish opinion. Until the postponement of the 
Conference, in spite of scveral setbacks, the Jews still had hopes of 
participation, but they are now convinced that HMG's intentions are 
anything but favourable to their proposals. - The -ajority is certain 
that the Government never meant the Jews to attenc the Conference and 
simply placed insurmountable obstacles in the way. In spite of this, 
however, negotiations are still proceeding between she Colonial Office 
anc. representatives of the Agency Executive in Londcoh. 


8. It is sencrally asreec amonre the YISHUV that the Palestine 

problem is such «n important issue that no external events can warrant 
such procrastination. 4 majority opinion consicers that unless the 
informal talks now takins place in London procuce some results very 
shortly, further stages of non-cooperation will be inplemented and 
terrorist activity will increase still more. iieanwhile, in Loncon, talks 
are in progress between Mr. BEVIN and Mr. HALL and various members of the 
Agency Executive, including Dr. WEIZMANN, Nahum GOLDMAN, Rabbi FISHMAN 
and Berl LOCKER. Little is known of the contents of these talks but it 
seems apparent that they are confincd to an exchange of views and attempts 
to settle a basis on which the Jews can entcr the Ciscussions when they 
recommence. 


9. On 4 October, the President of the USA asain centered the Palestinian 
arena with a further appcal to Mr. ATTLEE for the inmediate admission of 

a substantial nuxber of immigrants to Palestine. It will be remembered 
that it is almost a year ago that Mr. TRUMAN mace his first appeal far 

the admission of 100,000 immigrants. Reaction fro. the Government was 
immediate anc Cefinite- A spokesmen of the ‘orcimn Office "officially 
regretted" the statement, maintaining that it would prejudice the very 
Celicate negotiations in progress. 


10. The past fortnight has seen a serics of scattered incidents in 

which all of the terrorist groups have taken a hand. On 28 Septcmber, 

the PALMACH made a further attempt at sabotage in HiIfA Harbour. An 
ingeniously contrives mine was fixed to a pile of the oil jetty in such 

a way that it would be held fimaly against any ship which tied up there. 
Fortunately, it was ciscovered before any darmmze was Cone. The oil jetty 

is one which HM Ships use. The charge was so positioned that had it beenfired 
against the side of one of HM Ships, the magazine would probably have been 
detonated, causin> widespread damage and casualties in the Harbour and town © 


ll. Perhaps the worst and most indicative aspcct of the fortnichts para 
military activities has been the alarming increase in indiscriminate 
terrorist action. This has often been threatened by the STERN Gang and 
the IRGUN. As a result, four members of the forccs have been murdered 
Proof of the indiscriminate nature of these attacks, if any were needed, 
lies in the murder of an LAC and the serious wounding of another in’ 
JERUSALEM on 7 October. These two men had arrived in Palestine the same 
afternoon for the first time in their lives. They were shot in the back 
from a dark alley-way in typical STERN Gang style. In addition, on 50 
September an APTC Instructor was murdered by automatic fire from a passing 
car near PETAH TIQVA, after halting because of «2 warning that there were 
mines on the.road. On the same night, an unsuccessful attempt was made 
on & jeep in the LYDDA area and an ATS girl was slichtly wounded. 


12. Widespread road mining activities were ecarricd out on the night of 
8 October in JERUSALEM, where the roads leading to Governnent House, to 
JiFA and to NABLUS were minede Mines were also laid in the BEIT DAJJAN 
area, near PETAH TIQVA and NATHANYA. Outsice JERUSALEM on the JAFFA road 
two prepared charges of some consicerable size werc placed on the road and 
detonated electrically when a 15 cwt truck was passing over it. The 
truck was blown off the road ,nd caught fires Two ORs were killed and one 
officer anc two.ORs were scriously injured. 


13- Examination of the mines laid in the PET.AH TIQVA areca show them to r 
be of a new type fitted with an anti-lifting device, and indecd a Sgt who 
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attcmpted to remove some mines in the NATHANYA area was injured when the 
only live izine on a'¢hain' of six exploded. rom the wicespread nature of 
‘this operation, it seems likely that the IRGUN were responsible. A number 
of searches were subsequently carriec out minly, in the JORUSALH areca. 
GIV..0 SHAUL into which some of the perpetrators of the truc: cpisoce are 
believec to have escaped, procuced 84 Ammonal charges, 4 pistols and 1 Sten 
gun, @11 of which had been left on a vacant plot of lanc, presunably in 
anticipation of a searches In addition, a nwaber of blueprints of police 
buildings were found. 


14. There are certain incications, in spite of the uiorc or less 
nege.tive view hitherto taken by the YISHUV of terrorism, that the latest 
outrages and assassinations have appalled quite a large section of 
PALESTINE Jewrye Particularly it would scem that the imrdcr of the RAF 
man in JERUSALEM has widened the split between the terrorists anc the 
more vacillating modcratese There is, however, little incication as yet 
of any vossibility of anti-terrorist action by the YISHUV, <s the STERN 
Gang have already mace it clear that they will fight the HAGAN! if they 
attempt to interfere and that nothing will ceter then from their "war 
aims". 


AR/.B AFFAIRS 


156 The complete text of the Arab case for PALESTINE, which was 
submitted to HMG before the postponement of the London Conference, is as 
yet unimown to the majority of Arabs in this country. ‘The outline 
proposals cealing with the Arab States' demand for the formation of a 
Government representative of the country, equality of citizenship for 

the Jewish minority, the cessation of Jewish immigration and the 
continuation of the present land laws, have been published in the Arab 
press, and, using these as a basis for expression of opinion the 

Palestine 4rabs are reasonably upset. Intransigent and unco.ipromising, 
they say that the Arab States should have presente their proposals to 

the Palestine ..rats for perusal before submitting then to HMG, maintaining 
that the implementation of such proposals and the cifficulties attendant to 
them is the task anc responsibility of Palestine Arabs and not the Arabs in 
neighbouring statcse The expression of official opinion by the Arab 
Higher Exccutive is being with-held until the official oublication of the 
proposals. However, a very reliable report indicates ‘that thoy are cis- 
satisficd with the result of the London Conference as thcy consider that the 
Arab States are thrusting upon them, with the connivance of HMG, a scheme 
far worse than that rejected by the Palestine Arabs at the London Round 
Table Conference of 1939. 


16. Plans for the strengthening of the Arab Higher Exccutive are still 
under discussion by the present Executive. This scheme, which will 
increase the membership of the Executive to approximately 1) members, has, 
it is believed, been drafted by the MUPTI himself, so there is little 
likelihood of it being rejected. When formed, the new Executive will 
attempt the task of disseminating Palestine Arab policy anc propaganda 
throughout the world, and towards this end no doubt will absorb the Arab 
Office and similar organisations. 


17- The plan for the fusion of the two para-nmilitary organisations, 
NAJJADA and FATAWA, is being adopted and a committes consistin;; of EMILE 
GHOURI, RAFIQ T/AMIMI amd NIMR EL HAWARI, the commander of the NAJTADA, has 
been appointed to supervise the amalgamation of these anc other youth 
organisations. The ‘rab Hirher Executive Cccided to instruct all Palestine 
Arab youth organisations to restrict their present activitics until the 

Youth Committee had published their plans for the future of such organisations. 
It is interestins to note that the new constitution for such organisations 
will include an entolment oath of allegiance to the Arab Hi~her Executive 

and to its Chairman Haj Amin El HUSSEINI, the MUFTI. 


18. Followin.s this decision, the leaders of the N.JJiD/. and FATAWA 
summoned meetings to discuss the Exccutive scheme. I+ is reported that, 


/at separate « - 
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at separate meetings, it was decided to carry out the edict of the 
Executive and subinit to amalgamation. This decision was not expected, 
but the way ahead may be a trifle dis-organised because of the jealousy 
which one has for the other. The N\JJADA, the stronger croup, is ‘ 
reported to be of the opinion that the FATAWA should adjust its policy 
to conform with that of the NAJJADA by virtue of the fact, that thoy, 
nationally inspired, have always sworn loyalty to the MUPTI, whilst the 
FATWA owes its birth to political inspiration. 


PRESS AND PROPJGANDA 





19. President TRUMAN'S appeal to Mr. ATTLET has of course, received 
most attention in the Hebrew press this weeke without exceytion, the — 
former has been boosted as the Saviour of world morality. Great 
prominence has been given to jmerican press reports that the President's 
statement was not an clectoral bribe anc particularly to Governor 
DEWEY's speech on the same linese Inthe world of the illeral 
pamphicts anc broadsheets, a considerable deterioration in style and 
contents has been evident. In this respéct, HERUTH, the IRGUN poster, 
has been the worst offender. Its latest issue is nothing but a 

scandal sheet of the worst type, containing items of a purcly 
derogatory nature to all anc sundry, the object presumably being to 
emphasise the "Cecacence of the British". 


20. 4n interesting example of imerican Zionist , nae panda of 
oe and anti-British nature is reproduced in part 

a large centre panel advertisement spread published in the NEW YORK 
ie ty: the American Political Jiction Committee for Palestine, it was 
printed just beforc the approval of the american Loan to Britain. It 
calls upon imericons to :- 


¢ sisting 


KILL THAT LOAN! 
Lest you forsake your conscience 

NOW IT CAN BE TOLD ; 
that a majority of the members of the Political 
Actions Committee for Palestine have, since the 
inception of the British 'loan', concucted an 
intensive campaign against this gift to the Crown. © 
In committee rooms, at restricted board ucetings 
anc. on the Senate floor, powerful inem ers. of our 
Executive Board fought a dclaying action visor~ 
ously and successfully. The climax has now 
arrived: RT THOU FOR US, OR FOR OUR -.DVERS.RIES? 


The remainder of the page contains various appeals anc letterse 
The size of the advertisement shows the amount of 7 oney which is spent 
on such propaganda, and the fact that the loan was in fact grantcc is 
fortunately sone indication of the small power which such orcanisations 
as the Political sction Committee for Palestine can actually co:mance 


ILLEGAL Ti.MIGR. .TION 


21. There have heen no detecteé cases of illesal immigration Curing 
the period, but a resumption of traffic can be reasonably expectcd at an 
early date. President TRUMAN's "Oven the Gates of Palestine" speech 
should encourage the Jewish organisations to atterpt bigger ana be tter 
lancings. ; 


22. Jewish propaganda made capital out of the resistance of the 
"P,AIMACH" imnigronts, and it foune receptive ears throughout the YISHUV; 
consequently, evel the iost moderate Jew enthuses over the strugcle the 
illegal immigrant: put up to evade capture. This is an new angle to 
illegal immigration and it is more than likely that 211 future sttemts 
to apprehend ships carrying illegals will ect with the saize fanatical 
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resistance; in fact, it is quite possible the Souk. , wilt arm a proportion | 
of those on ape a posibility Which has grin prospects. ; ie prime ie 
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On 3 December 1946, the 22nd Zionist Congress is Cue to take place in 
BASLE, anc elections for this Congress must be completed before 24 Octooer 
1946. This note tives a summary of the progress of the campaign. throughout 
the world for the selling of Shekels. The Shekel is simply a certificate 
bought for a nominal sum of approximately 5 piastres or one shilling, which 
entitles the holder to a vote in the election. Every party which is a 
member of the World Zionist Organisation my put forward candidates in 
every country, anc that country is allottec seats at the Congress in 
accordance with ths number of Shekels sold there. 


According to seports which were submitted to the JERUSALEM head- 
quarters of the Zionist Organisation by the Shekel Boards of 41 of the 
60 countries conccned, the following are the figures for the sale of 
shekels which are cxpected eventually to total some 2,000,000 - double 
the maximum reached before the war :- 


USA a 956, 254. Australia 7,536 
Palestine 296,000 Swecen 6,470 
. Germany 112,570 Egypt 6, 304. 
Poland 68, 230 Switzerland 4772 
Gt. Britain 62,000 Colombia 4.4550 
Hungary 60, 000 Tran 4, 400 
France 55,000 Chile 2,028 
Canada 5h, 813 Bolivia 2,000 
South Africa 40,000 North China 2,000 
Argentine 4,0, 000 Peru 1,500 
Alceria 23,672 Denmark 900 
Transylvania 21,52 Ecuador 780 
Czeckoglovakia 19,403 Aden 500 
Italy 46,901 ‘Finland 500 
(3757 bought by Italian Pacific Islands 325 
Jews and the reminder (Sola by Jewish service- 
by refugees) men stationed there) 
Bulgaria 14,050 Venezuela 4.63 ‘ 
Tunisia 12,334 Paracuay 4,30 
Morocco 31,302 °:) Norway 300 
Uruguay 11, 340 Guatemala — 200 
Belgium 9,612 Salvador ; 104. \ 
Brazil 8,000 Barbados 39 


With reference to these figures it is interesting to recall that the 1939 
sale in the USA, for example, was 345,000 while in Great Britain it was 
23,000, Palestine 167,000, Australia 724, and Czechoslovakia 20,000 - the 
last named country's pre-war Jewish population of 360,000 is estimated to 
number only 45,000 now. 


The number of celerates who may be elected in each country is based on 
the following systcii. 11,334 shekels permit the election of four delerates 
and one more delegate may be elected for every additional 8,000 chekels 
bought. Where a total of less than 11,33) shekesl has been sold, .it is 
understood that 4,500 will permit the election of two delegates and 1,250 
is the minimum for one delegate except in new and thriving Jewish comun- 
ities, e-7., in Central and South America, which, for Ciplomatic reasons, 
may be permitted to sené@ a delerate in an advisory capacity only. 


It appears that the bulk of the money accruing from the shekel sale in 
the USA has not yet been remitted to Jerusalem, anc it is possible, though 
unlikely, thas in accordance with regulations, the number of 122 delerates 3 
to which the JSA would otherwise be entitled may be reduced in proportion 
to the amount of money deficient at the closing cate in Jerusalem. The 
elections in “ho USA have already taken place anc, thourh the number of 
delegates won by each party is not yet known, it is belicved that the 
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results were a minor Cisappointment for the Zionist lcacers there because 
only some 15% of the shekel holders exercised their ri-ht to vote. 


According to another report, Zionist headquarters in Jerusalem expect 
to authorise the Cespatch to the Congress of some 370 Ccclezates who are 
now distributed as follows : Palestine 80, British Empire 30, the Americas 
150, Europe 100, others 10. Thus, since Silver is ‘mown to have the backin; 
of most of the /mericans already, and as his extremist policy must certainly 
gain adherents everywhere with every day's Celay in the settlement of the 
Jewish problem, it is more than likely that he will ccminate the Congress if 
the current informal Jewish Acency/British Government talks produce nothing 
concretc in fulfilment of Jewish CGemands. 


In view of thc Nazi regime's slaughter of the pre-war Jewish population 
another shekel sale which catches the cye is the ficure of 112,570 for 
Germany. The vast majority of the purchasers are refugecs anc it is 
sirnificant that 87,420 sales were made in the American Zone to which access 
from Polané ané other parts of Germany is comparatively casy. In this 
connection, it is of interest that, thouzh there was a confiracd sale of about 
70,000 sheckels in Poland, reports emanating from that country indicate that it 
was impractical to hole any election because of the mass emizration of the 
purchasers to iustria and Germany. 


_ The shekel salc in Poland has other disagreeable features for the 
organisers of the Congress as it appears that the local She'cl Board 
continucd the sale after the last day specified by Jerusalem vith the result 
that a sale of 110,000 is claimed, anc authority for 18 Celegates is Cemandec. 
This problem may be complicated for Zionist heac quartcrs by an impassioned 
Revisionist allegation of wholesale corruption ané anti-Revisionist Ciscrimir - 
ation both in Polanc and elsewhere in Europe. 


The Revisionist Organisation claims that election irrezularities cirected 
against the Revisionists exist in 211 countries and have mde formal protest 
to the Jewish Agency against what they describe as a shameless and flagrant 
violation of all the laws of decency, fairness and equality. In fact, one 
Revisionist group has Cescribed the Zionist Congress clections in Europe as 
nothing but a grand swindle. 


Yet another source of worry has been provided by Italy where the local 
organisers of the elections are stubbornly contestin: Zionist headquarters' 
dictum that, in accordance with the constitutional allocation of one list to 
one country, the shckel-holders in Italy must cast their votes in one 
election. It appears that refugees, who bought more than 2 of the shekels, 
wish to Civide their votes in conformity with a prearranged plan and cast 
them for candidates on a worlc Jewish refugee list. Up to the present, 
Jerusalem has shown no readiness to fall in with this plan which would un- 
Goubtecly cause chaos if permitted to effect the elections throughout Europe. 


Arrangenents for the Congress itself are goinz ahead with increasing 
monentum anc several members of the Zionist administrative staff from 
Jerusalom are about to sail for France on route for Switzerland. It is 
stated that the affairs of the Congress will be mde ‘mowm to the world by the 
issue of journals in Hebrew, Yiddish and English together with brief 
communiques to the Press. 


SS aA 
4 


A ws Ne apc Hs bas Pee io “st 
x * MSP, Pere ee aN lie ek Cae eS ae Tae Sg ee eee ed 


7 
ACSIMILE ef a SHBKEL 


FRONT 


NO qi ea, 


il “ey it) et ay 


NAME | edarete at ahs SM aie oe 





SURNAME .., fh, AE-et . w , ww J POO OR Oy 
beak he ‘ 2 ae 
sTueeT OG. the. Madlib. we 





= Sy if 
Paice” “AMOuey i basi 
Sec ree eee 


2 Pune Lm Gass ae ale 
MINN GUSITVR VORyY Brau I y 
ZIOCNIST WORID ORGANISATION 





en eehe os = 


Rie VIEW SE 


"THE SHEKEL 


The Zionist Organisation comprises all Jews. who accept the 
basle programme: the aim of Zionism is to create for the Jewish 


people a home in Palestine secured by public laws, and pay the 
annual shekel. 


‘ 


(lst Congress 1697) 


Every shekelholder who has attained the age of 18 and. paid 
the shekel for every year of this inter-congress period is 
sntitled to vote at the congress elections. (2lst’ Congress 1939) 


Membership cf the Zionist organisation presuppcses subordin- 
ation to its laws and to the resolutions ofits governing bodies. 
In all Zionist questions the duty of discipline in regard to the 
Zionist organisation must take precedence over the duty of discipline 
in regard to any other organisation. 


(18th Congress 1933) 
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@ HISTORICAL RECORD OCT - DEC 1946 


Rly Protection 


1. During Oct and the first half of Nov the Jewish terrorist organisation 
increased their sabotage of the Palestine Rly system to such an extent that, apart from 
loss of life, the whole econamy of the country became jeopardised. Arab engine drivers 
refused to drive the trains unless preceded by an armd rail car. Ome of the latter was 
blown up by a mine electrically detonated from an orange grove some distance from the line 
and it became clear that this was not the right answer, and that the next Jewish step 
would be to allow the armd rail car to pass and to blow up the middle of an oil or troop 
traine 


2. On 12 Nov the Ggvt: of Palestine requested the Military to examine the possib- 
ility of giving 100% protection of the rly system throughout the hours of daylight and 
for 7 hrs of darkness i.e. up till midnight. Fm Comds were ordered to write appreciat- 
ions regarding the maximum effort required within their own sectors and on 16 Nov a 
conference was held at HQ PALESTINE with the G0O.C. in the chair. An executive meeting 
Was held by H.E, the following day and it was decided that the Military should provide 
full security during the hours of daylight only. 


3e Briefly this protection was given as follows:- 


(a) Foot patrols, Working with rly police and gangers, cleared the line 
throughout Palestine, less certain minor portions, stating as soon as possible after 
first light. 


(b) During the day 0.P.s were placed out so that all ‘portions of the line 
cé@uld be watched. 


4 


(c), Patrolling was continued for two hours after dark to make up for the 
loss of this time in clearing the line in the morning, and"snooping" patrols continued, 
during the hours of darkness, om 


(a) Armd rail cars preceded each train, mainly as a morale raiser for 
the engine drivers. 


4 The above effort entailed the whole time employment of no less than 12 
equivalent Bns, two of which had to be moved from 1 Div sector to come under comd 9 Inf 
Bde in Jerusalem for the JerusalemLydda portion of the line, 


5e Fortunately this effort was only required for about a fortnight as at the 
end of Nov the terrorist orgahisations announced that they had agreed to leave the rly 
System in peace until after the Citrus season was over, For this conciliation a large 
Sum of money had been paid over by the Citrus growers, 


Consequently the military effort was reduced by 50% on 5 Dec, reduced still 
further on 1, Dec and taken off altogether on 21 Dec. 


6. During this operation a Mil 1,0, was permanently attached to the Rly HQ at 
HAIFA to receive immediate reports of the various sections of the line being clear, to 
ensure the smooth working of communications, and to mediate between the demands of the Rly 
operating staff and the meeting of these demands by Fmns and particularly by the Armd 
rail Sqn. 


r ee AS a result of the above it has hecome clear that if 100% protection is 
required operation "Mainsail" (See Op Instruction No 76 attached to last quarters _ 
Historical Record) is insufficiently comprehensive and a far larger mmber of troops is 
required, A new instruction is in course of preparation, 


HQ British Troops in Palestine and Transjordan 
'G' Branch 


Historical Record. October-December 46. 
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The Stern Group attack on HQ South 
Palestine District, Sarafand 5 Dec 46. 


The Attack. 


1. At approximately 1030 hrs on 5 Dec 46 a 3 ton WD Dodge truck was 
driven into Sarafand Garrison by a civilian driver and parked outsice the 
administration block of HQ South Palestine District. The driver, a 
Jewish civilian, was checked by the British sentry on guard outside the 
building and found to be in possession of the correct documents. 


2 The vehicle was parked 40 feet away from the building and its 

Jewish driver dismounted andclizkadinto the rear for a few moments. After 
this he lifted the bonnet of the engine and commenced to tinker with the 
‘insidee- Then, remarking that he was going to the NAAFI, he moved away on 
foot leaving the vehicle parked outside the building. 


30 At approximately 1125 hrs a heavy explosion occurred in the truck, 
completely dustroying the vehicle and causing extensive damage to thc 
buildings of the adainistrative block of HQ South Palestine District. A 
signals vchicle parked next to the 3 tonner was also »lown to pieces and its 
British OR driver killed. 


he As a result of the outrage the following casualties occurred :- 
Pritish offrs - Killed 1 Wounded 8 
British ORs - Killed 1 Wounded 15 
Civilians - Wounded 5 


The Vehicle. 





De Although the 3 tonner was completely destroyed, a fragment of wood 
was found becring its nuwer and from this it was discovered that the 
vehicle beloneed to 478 Oey RASC of Levant Fair, Tel Aviv. The RASC Coy 
employs Jewish civilian drivers. Apparently the truck had deen left in 
the Sarafend worssNops of the RASC Coy on the mornins of 4 Decemver and 
made roacworthy by 1615 hrs the same day. It had not been booked out or 
workshops but there was an unguarded side entrance anc it is believed that 
the person who stole the truck made away with it throuzh this entrance. 

The fact that there wis no wehicle check on this gate mde the the?t doubly 


casye 


6. The latest time the vehicle was actually seen in workshops was at 
1630 hrs on 4. Dec, and, according “o the evidence of two civilian employees, 
the vehicle had Gefinitely gone when they came into work at 0715 hrs 5 Dece 
Therefore, the theft probably took place prior to the closing of the un- 
guarded entrance at 1700 hrs on Dec. Extensive enquiries hevc failed 

to clarify this point. 


Action after the explosion. 


7s At 1130 hrs 5 Dec all gates in Sarafand Garrison were closed and a “ie 
check of all personnel insite the ocrimeter carried out. The CMP and a 
Palestine Police were assisted in their enquiries by the possession of 2 
Getailec description of the Jew who carried out the attack. Despite this, 
no arrests were mde. An identification parade of civilian drivers of 


[478 Coy RASC. +++ 










2. 


478 Coy RASC was also unsuccessful. However, the two British ORs who 
had seen the Jewish terrorist were taken to Police HQ at Jaffa where they 
were shown photographs of known Jewish terrorists... This has, it is 
believed, narrowed the search Cowm to two Jews, one of whom is a wanted 
terrorist, and the other a suspected terrorist. - Investigations by the 
Police are continuing. 


Conclusion. 
8. The outraze was committee by the Stern Group, and was fully in 


keepince with Stern group tactics of indiscriminate attacks on military 
personnel and installations. There is little coubt that the large bulk 
charre of explosives was carriec in the rear of the vehicle, and it is 
thousht that the Griver connected up the charve when he was tinkering 
with the en-ine. 


Fe The success of the attack was made possi»le by the fact that 

Jewish civilian drivers of WD vehicles are a conison feature in the 

Sarafand areas Therefore, the entry of such « person into Sarafanc garrison, 
in possession of the correct documents, Would not be questioned. 
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SECRET, 
HQ BRITISH TROOPS in PAIESTINE and TRANSJORDAN, 
G BRANCH 
HISTORICAL RECORD OCT - DEC 1946. y 


STAFF DUTIES. 


SD matters. for the period under review are divided up as follows:- 


PARTI 4 General Subjects. 


PART II 


Redeployment = Reliefs and Arrivals, 
PART III = Qmy and ists, 


PART IV «= Major Changes in Policy, 


PARTI = __—CGIN_ SUBJECTS, 
1, MANPOWER, 


(a) 6 Airborne Div have received rfts through the arrival and 
disbandment of:- 


13 Para Bn 
12.ssirborne Sqn, 


(b) Proposals are under discussion with WAR OFFICE for changing the 
WE of a pare bn to one comparable with an inf bn, In order to 
offset the increase resulting from this change, all units in 
the div will have to be restricted by a certain mmber of men. 


~ 


20 ET. 


{RAB Legion have asked to be re-equipped with Daimler Mk II Armd Cs in 
place of their present Marmon Harringtons. 
‘ 


3e IS STORES. 


Sup of Eqpt for perimeter lighting has been poor and requirements are 
still large. Efforts are being made to adapt various types of spot lts to 
op from local clectric supe 7 


4. RLY PROTECTION, 


P One prototype Daimler Scout Car has been adapted for rail use, A 
comparative trial is to be carried out to test it with the present Marmon 
Harrington reil car and a Dodge armd truck. The Dodge truck is being 
prepared by PALESTINE Rlys and the date of trial depends upon when it is 
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PART II - REDEPLOYMENT, SECRET, 
5. RBLIUPS, | | : ; 


(a) 31 Inf Bde was relieved by 9 Inf Bde in JERUSALEM area on 9 Nov. 
HQ 31 Inf Bde was disbanded and the units moved to under comd 
other fmns. 

(b) Bns of 31 Inf Bde were redeployed:- 

(i) 1 RUR as indep bn to NATSNTL. on 6 Nove 
(ii) 2 OXPBUCKS joined 1 Inf Div at AIMLT? on 9 Nove 
(iii) 1A & SH joined 9 Inf Bde and remained in JERUSAIEM, 
(c) Bns of 9 Inf Bde which arrived from EGYPT:- 
(4) 2 LINCOINS on 6 Nov relieving 1 RUR. 
(ii) 1 KOSB on 9 Nov relieving 2 OXF BUCKS. 
6. MOVES FROM PALESTINE. 
The followins major units left the Comd:- 


(2) 1 TRRTS fron iniep bn SOUTH PALESTINE Dist to EGYPT on 2 Nov, 
to suspended animation, : 


(b) 1Dm® from 1 Inf Div to KWARTUM on 6 Nov by air, 
(c) 1A & SH from 9 Inf Bde to EGYPT to join 8 Inf Bde on 7 Dec. ~ 
(a) 2S from 1 Inf Div to MALTA on 8 Dec, 

(ec) 1 RUR fron indep bn SOUTH PALESTINE Dist to AUSTRIA on 8 Dec, 


(f) 1/6 QUEENS from indep bn SOUTH PALESTINE Dist to EGYPT on 
25 Dec to Suspended animation. 


Te ARRIVALS IN PsLESTING. 
The following major units arrived in the comd in addition to 9 Inf Bde, 
(a) 1 HAMPS from CYRENAICA joined 1 Inf Div in HAIFA on 2 Oobe 
(b) 1 Fa Regt from GREECE joined 1 Inf Div at RAMAT DAVID on‘8 Oct, 
(c) 2 KkRC from TRIPOLITANTA to indeb bn SOUTH PALRSTINE Dist on 28 Nov. 


(ad) 2k I F from EGYPT joined 9 Inf Bde on & Dec in reliof of 
1 A & SH. zi 


INTERNAL REDEPLOYMENT. 
Tho following inf bns wore redeployed: - 
(a) 2 RUR became indep bn SOUTH PAIESTINE Dist from 1 Inf Div on 2 Nov. 


(b) 3 COLIM Gds rejoined 1 Inf Div from duties at MUST on 7’ Dec. 
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SECRET, 
8. PLANS POR FUTURE MOVES. 
Plans have been made for:- 


(a) The withdrawal of all IND Grn and IND Pnr Coys from the Comd, 
Some coys left in Dec. 


(b) 2 Para Bde Gp to move to UK in Jan. 

(c) The change over in Jan between 1 Inf Div and 6 Airborne Div, 
with the exception of one bde gp of 1 Inf D5 y which ee 
at PARDESS HANNA 


(a) The arrival in Jan of 3 Inf Div (less 7 and 9 Inf Bdes) in 
SOUTH SECTOR. 


9. SCHOOLS, 
(a) The MIDDLE BAST School of Inf was disbanded wef 7 Dece 


(b) The MIDDLE EAST School of Arty took over at ACRE wef 7 Dec. 


PART TIT = ORG AND VWE'S, 


10. The proposals submitted in Jug for the upgrading of DDST, DDOS and 
DDME from Col to Brig have received WAR OFFICE approval. 


lle In 19.7 the grn of PAIESTINE is due to be increased by := 
One Jarmd. div. 
One s.Gitle 
One inf div (less one bde and two bns). 


The grn will lose one para bde gpe 


12, This forecast indicates a large increase of tps in the SOUTH SECTOR» 
and proposals have therefore been submitted for: - 


(a) Comd and staff GAZA Sub Dist to adm the areas of GAZA and 
BEERSHEBA.. This to replace OC Tps GAZA, 4 


(b) HQ RASC GAZA Sub Dist. 
(c) OC Tps LYDDA to replace OC tps TEL AVIV. 


(a) CCRA and Staff to be att this HQ and take over the supervision of 
all RA units. 


13. Additional proposals subinitted:- 


(a) & Cond Trg Team to roplace No 1 GHQ Trg Team which has been 
withdraw, This tex: to incl a GSO IT (Trg) and DAG (Trg). 


(b) Establishaonts to tako over the organisation of the Supernumerary — 
Police, which is at present run by the PALESTINE Police, The 
Supernumerary Police is to be redesignated the PALESTINE Guaid 
Force (PGF). 





: 


The ostablishwents submitted are:= 
(i) | Tre Depot. 

(ii) Gp HQ for op and adm control, 
(iii) Coy HQ. 

(iv) Pl. 

(v) Pay en Records Office. 

(vi) An Inspectorate. : 


PART IV -_____ MiaJOR CHANGES IN POLICY. 


Vie IND UNITS, 


(2) 411 IND units in the Comd are being withdrawn, which involves 


() 


a loss of five IND Grn Coys and eleven IND Pnr Coys, These 


- units were all to have left for EGYPT in Dec but some are held 


up Wing to congestion in Camps-in ECYPT. 


Replacements for the pnr coys is being found by the arrival of 
cight MAURITIAN Coys. NO relief has yet been made available for 
the gin coys, 


15. DECENTRALIZATION OF DUTIES, 


With the eraduel reduction in size of GHQ MELF certain additional 
responsibilities are in the near future to be delegated to the comd, 


The branches of this HQ are involved as follows:- 


(2) 
(b) 
(c) 
(a) 
(e) 


G(Trz) - domonstratjons, exercises, trg stores, 
Q - contracts, writes off, 

Engrs ~- works services, RE stores, projects. 
ST and Ord - local purchase, 


REM take over present GHQ wksp installations in PALESTINE, 


eaten 
HQ_BRITISH TROOPS IN PALESTINE AND TRAUISJORDAN. 
'G' BRANCH 
HISTORICAL RECORD: OCTOBER=DECEMBER 1946 
GENERAL TRAINING REPORT 
GENERAL 
1. Internal security operations have continued on varying scales during 


the last quarter culminating in Op ‘EARWIG', which involved the equivalent 
of twelve battalios on railway protection. In JERUSALEM, even without 
these additional commitments, each battalion has to find 200 men daily 

for guard duties. These guard and operational commitments have necessarily 
curtailed training to a very large degree. 


26 ‘Parachute treining was unfortunately suspended on 7 Oct 46, owing 
to a fatal accident on that date, and will not recommence until recommendations 
showing modified instructions for future training heve been approved. 


36 Considerable numbers of troops have been employed by formations and 
units on the winterisation of campse 


FIELD TRAINING 


4. All three brigades of 1g Infantry Division have spent one month 
training in TRANSJORDAN. This took the form of training on a company and 
battalion level for the first three weeks followed by a brigade group 
exercise called ‘BEAVER’. This was an exercise set and directed by the 
GOC 1 Inf Div, in which all arms including armour and the RAF were represented. 
All troons showed great keeness and, on the whole, unit training was good, 
particularly with reference to minor tactics and field-craft. Some units 
are suffering from too many young and inexperienced men, while most 
commanders are beginning to feel the lack of exercise in command in the 
field. The GOC British Troons in PALTSTIN® and TRA SJORDAN visited cach 

. brigade in turn during Exercise ‘BEAVER'. 


56 6 Airborne Division has been unable to carry out any parachute 
training during this quarter as explained in para 2 above. Prior to the 
suspension of training, it was progressing most satisfactorily and 
thirteen coy or equivalent exercises were carried out. Training in a 
purely ground role has continued throughout- the Quarter, though the major 
effort has been concentrated on training and classification of men for 
‘star' grading. Progress was satisfactory and a considerable improvement 
in individual training has resulted. 


6. 31 Infantry Brigade were relieved by 9 Infantry Brigade during 
early November, having had a most successful training period in the 

Canal Area in EGYPT, Having no internal security comitments, training 
facilities were unrestricted and ranges were available on a scale of one 
per battalion. They were able to make good progress in training for 
‘star’ grading and also carried out some valuable training in the field 
including two demonstrations of artillery fire power in support of a 
battalion. Since arriving in this command, the brigade has been fully 
committed on internal security duties and practically no training has been 
possible. It is intended +o establish a camp in the Jordan valley, where 
training on a company level may be feasible during the ensuing months. 
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INDOOR TRAINING 


te Two indoor exercises have been held during the quarter. The first 
was a Command exercise on 25/26 November called Exercise "ASTONIA' which 
was to be attended by all officers down to and including Lt Colonels. 

The Directing Staff were the GOC British Troops in PALESTINE and TRANSJORDAN, 
the AOC, GOC 1 Inf Div, GOC 6 Airborne Div, BGS and Brig IC Adm. 
Unfortunetely the attendance was curtailed at the last moment owing to the 
necessity for railway protection. Altogether some sixty officers finally 
attended the exercise which was held in the gymnasium at SARAFAND. The 
object of the exercise was to study the technique of a large-scale assault 
on land fortresses and was based on the actual pie against LE HAVRE 
in September 1944. 


8. The second exercise was run by 3 Infantry Brigade at HAIFA on the 
18th November, The exercise was known as 'CARMEL', and its object was 
to study s= 


(a) the drill for reconnaisance and the deploy ent of an infantry 
battalion, 


(b) the making of a quick aporeciation and plan on the ground, 
(c) the civing of clear verbal orders. 


This exercise was held prior to the brigade's veriod of training in 
TRANSJORDAN and much benefit was gained from it. 


VISITS 


Je On the 18 November, the Brigadier IC Administration ordered that 

visits to Base Installations would be commenced, with the object of 

instructing officers and NCOs of Headquarters and units in the administrative 
functions of these installations. Again owing to internal sécurity comiitments, 
it was not possible to carry out the vrogramme and visits only took place 
during the first week and the week ending 16 Dec 46. At the present 

moment, all visits are cancelled until the end of January. 


A copy of the original instruction is attxuched to this report. 


@cc: Visits to Base Installations, H.Q. PALESTINE. 
Tele 4651 Ext 52. 


6/2313/1/Tre» 
/© Nov 46. 
OBJECT. 
le To instruct offrs and NCO's of HQs! and Units in the pore trgagere aie 


functions of Base Installations. - 
METHOD. 
26 General. 


A weekly average of 60 offrs and 56 NCO's will visit selected Base 
Installations in PALESTIN® (sce Appx 'A' att). 


3.  Attondance. 
(a) These visits are »rimarily intended for 


(i) 2 4/c, Coy Comds and their equivalent in Units, but if possible 
Commanding Offrs should also attend. 


(4i) Grade 2 and Grade 3 Stuff Offrs of HQ8e 


(iii) NCO's, 


(b) V-cancies allotted will NOT be filled by junior offrs and NCO's until 
the more senior ranks have attended, 


4. Date. 
Programme which will continue until further notico will start 18 Nov 46, 
5. Programme 
Programme (See Appx 'B' att) is dravm up on a fortnightly cycle, 


1,0. lst wecks begin 18 Nov, 2, 16 Dec eter 
2nd woeks begin 25 Nov, 9, 23 Déc etc. 


6, Allottment of vacancies. 


s 


(a) Vacancies allotted to FAST PAIMSTINE Sub Dist will include offrs nnd 
NCO's from HQ British Troons in PAIMSTINF and TRANSJORDAN. 


EAST PAL Sub Dist will arrange details with GSO 3 (Trg) HQ BRITISH 
TROOPS in PALESTINE and TRANSJORDAN, (Ext 52). 


(b) Vecancies allotted to remaining fmns and Dists see Apox 'B' att, 
7~  RVS. 


0s€ Base Installations will arrange for a guide to mect visitors at RVS 
or entrence gates (See Appx 'B' att). 


ADM 
8. TPT 


HQ Fmns and Dists will coordinate the use of tpt to reduce it to a 
minimum, 
af vahiin dane eee 


















Whon a visit includes lunch, offrs nnd NCO's will provide their own. 
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4. 


Appx 'A'. 


Base Installations to be visited and Brief Programmes» 


R.E. 
10 BESD BEIT NABALA Duration of visit 5+ hrs, 
1000 Short talk on workshovs layout and procedure. 
- 1030 Foundry 
1045 - 1100 Blacksmiths & Tinsmiths. 
1100 = 1130 Machine Shop and Fitters. 
1130 = 1200 Log mill, Saw mills and Carpenters. 
1330 = 1415 Show Mech Equip which is availablo - how REMB fit 
into the picture. Visit vlant park servicing etc. 
1415 - 1515 Jerrican fnctory and production processes. 
RAS aCe 
(a) Supply 
474 Sup Pl ) 
Det 2 Stntic Bky ) HAIFA 
476 Sup Pl ) 
Det 2 Static Bky ) SARAFAND Duration of visit 1 hr. 
438 Sun Pl ) 15 minutes introductory tlk. 
146 Fd Bky Coy ) EL MAJDAL Conducted tour of installations. 
418 Sup Pl 
Det 2 Static Bky JERUSALEM 


(bv) Barracks. 


Se 


Barrack Stores HAIFA. 
Barrack Stores SANAFAND. 
Barrack Stores GAZA. 
Barrack Stores JuRUSALIEM. 


ReAeO0Ce 


——_— 


614 


1 Base Laundry TEL LITVINSKY 


Duration of visit 2 hrse 


A.O.D. NEU HARDHOF 
Non technical introductory talk. 


Conducted tour of installations. 


ReEMEBe 
3 Base Wksvs KHAYAT BEACH Duration of visit 5 hrs. 


Nr HAIFA 


3 Sub ksp of 3 Base IEVANT FAIR Duration of visit 2% hrs. 


Wkspse 


TEL AVIV 
Conducted tour of Wksps. 


PROGRAMME OF VISITS TO BASE INSTALLATIONS. Appx ‘BR! 


Oo ee 














Serial Installatiors Location RV Dey ef visit Time fir "ine Dep 
(a) ek YOR ppt (c) ES €) er ee wT! SOAS) SORA Ser a a a fain 
1 10 BESD BEIT NABALA 14451545 Mon 1000 hrs 1515 hrs 
2 3 Base Wksp KHAYAT BREACH HAIFA 14632458 Tues 1000 hrs 1500 hrs 


North Rly crossing 
“EST side RED route 


3 3 Sub Base Wksps LEVANT FAIR TELAVIV 12901681 Tues 0930 hrs 1130 hrs 
of 3 Buse Wksps 

4 1 Brse Laundry TEL LIT’INSKY 143168 Tues 1000 hrs 1200 hrs 

5 614 AOD IE UHARDOF 14742428 Wed 1000 hrs 1200 hrs 

6 474 Sup Pl HAIFA Camp 178 BAYSIDE Thurs 0800 hrs 0900 hrs 
Det 2 Static Bky 

7 476 Sup PL SARAFAND DOURO Barracks Thurs 0800 hrs 0900 hrs 


Det ? Static Bky 


Se ET EE EE Ec a ce 


8 438 Sun Pl EL MAJDAL Camp 517 Thurs 0800 hrs 0900 hrs 
146 24 Eky Coy . 113119 

9 418 Sup Pl JERUSALEM Allenby Barracks Thurs 0800 hrs 0900 hrs 
Det 2 Static Bky 

10 1 Base Lniundry TEL LIT’INSKY bakes: : Fri 1000 hrs 1200 hrs 


ee er es es oe ee es A Oe ee ee ee ee ee ee 














11 Barracks Stores HAIFA Camp 193 PENINSULA Bks Sat . 1030 hrs 1130 hrs 
Bat Galim : 
42 spi Barracks Stores SARAFAND DOURO Berracks way Dab 1030 hrs 1130 ¢hrs 
43 Barracks Stores HADERA HADERS Rly Stn Sat 1030 hrs 1130 hrs 
- ee Camp 76 
wan chat elena aed Ala teen sh nin apm Sacer sine ta glans el Stas ee sack tart sake es SR an on OT eR 
14 i Be: trecks Stores _JERUS/.IEM Allenby Barrarks : Sat. - 1030 hrs 1130 hrs 
i 15 - 614 ‘A oD NEUHARD OF 14742428 Set 1000 hrs 1200 hrs | 
6, . 
‘( 
( 


~% PROGRAMV® OF VISITS “TO BASE INSTALLATIONS. Apnx *B' (contd) 





FORM*TICN AND DISTRICT 
e."% 


Serial 1st week Size of party 2nd week Size of ie 
(2) (nh) (i) (3) (x) 
1 1 Inf Div & 6 Offrs SouthPal Dist } 4 Offrs 
North Pal Dist East Pal Subd Dis+ 3 Offrs 
6 Airborne Div 6 Offrs 9 Inf Bde 3 Offrs 
2 1 Inf Div & 6 Offrs East Pal Sub Dist 3 Offrs 
North Pal Dist 9 Inf Bde 3 Offrs 


3 6 Airborne Div 6 Offrs South Pnl Dist 4 Offrs 
4 East Pel Sub Dist 3 Offrs 3 ORs 6 Airborne Div 6 Offrs 
9 Inf Bde 3 Offrs 3 Os 6 ORs 


5  Enst. Pal Sub Dist 3 Offrs 3 ORs 1 Inf Div & 6 Offrs 
9 Inf Bde 3 Offrs 3 ORs North Pel Dist 6 ORs 

6 1 Inf Div & 4 Offrs 8 Ms - - 
North Pal Dist 


Se nO 9 et re a et et tS a Se a ee Se ee ee ee Oe Oe ee ee OO ee ee Oe ee oe ee 


7 South Pal Dist 4 Offrs 8 ORs ~ - 


a ee ee ee ee ee ee ee we ne ee ee ee ee ee ae ee we ee a ee Oe St ee ee ee ee Kee ee mee ee 


€ 6 Airborne Div 4 Offrs 8 Ms - - 


9 Ecst Pal Sub Dist 2 Offrs 4 Ms 
9 Inf Bde 2 Offrs 4 ORs - - 
10 South Pol Dist 4 Offrs 6 ORs i Inf Div & 6 Offrs 
Dis North Pal Dist 6 ORs 


Ae eee ow = we eee ee LE OS PETES CES ES LS SS OS SS ST ED em ee ee ee 
——= - 


ll = ¢1 Inf Div & 4 Offrs 8 Ms - ie 
North Pal Dist ° ‘ 4 


ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee ee i ae ee ee ee ee 


12 South Pal Dist 4 Offrs 8 ORs - - 














le 


13 6 Airborne Div 4 Offrs 8 ORs in mica 


14 East Pal Sub Dist 2 Offrs 4 ORs - - 


- “ee a awe m=". ee ei . 4 +e ere a -—* 5 ~~. . eS ontil ba fro apa ba sac eo ee 9 venti staend 


9 Inf bde 2 Offrs 4 ORs 


ee ne ee ee ee ee ee ee Oe eS Oe Se Oe em ee ee ee ee ee ee es re ee Oe Oe Ee Oe ee ee ee Oe ee ee ee eB ee ee ee ee eS ee 


15 South Pal Dist 4 Offrs 6 ORS 6 Airborne Div 6 Offrs 
; 6 ORs 


ee ee ee we es ee ee ee te ee Fe Re ES Oe ee ee EE EE SESE SD SEES SU SS ES Se 


HQ BRITISH TROOPS IN PALESTINE AND TRANSJORDAN 
*G* BRANCH 


HISTORICAL RECORD : OCTOBER-DECEMBER 1946 
COURSES = POLICY AND ATTENDANCE 


1. There has been little or no change in the general course policy 

of this Cemmand during the last quarter. There is stil’ an insufficiency 
of courses to meet the requiraments of formations and districts on Driver 
and Vehicle Mechanics courses both here and in the .K. 


Courses at the A.C.C. School and the R.™.!'.E. School of Tyre Maintenance 
are very seldom filled to more than half-capacity. 


The courses which were run for Platoon Commanders by the Middle East 
School of Infantry have unfortunately ceased temporarily due to the 
closure ‘of the School, though it is intended to recommence these courses 
at the Middle Eest Training Centre in the near future. 


26 During December, a request was made by HQ BRITISH TRO°PS in AUSTRIA 
that two officers from the lst Bn-Royal Ulster Rifles be sent on a 
Mountain Warfere Course at MALINITZ in AUSTRIA. This was due to the 
Battalion impending move to that theatre, and the vacancies were readily 
filled at about three days notice. Since then the Commanfd has been 
allotted five vacancies on all future courses; not unnaturally these 

are all very much oversubscribed. , 


36 Courses in the United Kingdom continue to be in great demand, though 


‘difficulty has been encountered in getting sufficient notice of vacancies 


allotted, to enable the students to arrive in the UK in comfortable time. 
This matter was taken up with representetives from GHQ MELF and the Wer 
Office during the recent visit to the Command of the Director of Military 
Training, and it is to be hoped that an inprovement in this affeir will 
now result. ; 


4. Attached at Appendix 'A' is a table showing the number of students 
attending the principle courses in the United Kingdom and the Middle East 
during the past quarter. : 


I. 


II. 


APPENDIX "A" 


Courses in Middle East. 


Name of Course Number of Students attending | 
M.E.T.Ce Weapon Training Wing “ 119 
* School of Administration 49 
b- Mechanics School 23 
M.E.C.E.C. Technical Wing 17 
School of Artillery - A/Tk Courses 7 


Courses in United Kingdom 
Name of Course Number _of: Students attending 


School of Infantry 110 
School of Chemical Warefare 105 
School of Air Support 7 
M.T School ; 29 


AAcT .DeGe 66 


_HQ PALSTINE AND TRANSJORDAN_ 
‘Qt BRANGH 
HISTORICAL RECORD - OcT - DEC 46 


Camnand s Activities 


Sporting activities in the Commami during the quarter 
October to December has seen the completion of summer sports 
and the comnencement of winter games. Oct 12 was the date of 
the last summer event, being the Team Athletic Championships 
which proved to be an exciting and fitting climax to the summer 
activities. 


The results of the Canmmand Team Championships were as 
follows :- 


Tean Swimming Championships 


1. 8&8 Para in. 33 pts 

2. 3 K.0.H. 28 pts 

Team Athlebic Championships 

1. 5 Para In. 62 pts , 
2. 1 Para Bn. 5. pts : 
3. R&. Scots. 39 pts 

he E. Surrey. 35 pts 


Sport at a Camnand level will hot be in "full swing" until 
the beginning of next year. At the moment inter unit soccer ani 
boxing competitions are taking place in preparation for the Comnani 
Championships which will take place in Jamary, February and March. 


The Comnand representative soccer team has so far played 
three games and met with marked success, the results being as 
follows :- 


Dec 8 v Jaffa District (Arab) 7 - 3 
ly v Pal Police 6-3 
21 v RAF. 5k 


HQ PALSSTINS AND TRANSJOXDAN 
'G' BRANCH 


HISTORICAL RECORD = OCT = DSO 
824, Army/Air liaison Group 


i. G&NERAL 





This quarter has been notable for a series of fairly 
large scale Arny/Air Exercises which have taken place in 
TRANSJORDAN. 


Arny/Air Policy remains broadly the same, though there 
have been one or two minor changes. 


2. POLICY 
(a) No: 2 Air Support Signals Unit 


It has been decided, in view of the manpower situation, 
to restrict the WE of this Unit as much as possible. A reduction 
of 2 Officers and 45 Os has been achieved at only a slight 
expense in operational efficiency, to wit :- 


xX 
(i) Abandorment of the/nethod of calling for air sp. 
This was not given up without careful consideration, 
but it was felt that, should the I.S. situation 
ever warrant its use, temporary arrangements for 
its reintroduction could quickly be made. 


(ii) Giving up a proportion of spare vehicles ani crews. 


(iii) Withdrawing the Contact Car fran the JERUSALEM 
Garrison Bde (9 Bde), This was never used in 
practice, and in any case, Bde“H) is as close as 
AHQ LEVANT is to HQ PALSSTINE, 


(iv) Placing both Divisions in PAL‘STINE on the same 
forwaré net. 


These measures were agreed to by AHQ LEVANT, but it was 
pointed out that any question of meeting the reduction by depriving 
some Bdes of their Contact Cars (which was one of the possibilities 
discussed), would be considered a retrograde step in Aray/Air 
cooperation, 


It is recorded that the decision hy the War Office to 
re-designate 2 ASSU. "2 Air Support Signals Squadron", has been 
reversed, and the unit retains its former title of "2 Air Sp Sigs 
Unit". 


(b) Pipe line Reconnaissance 


It has been a standing commitment for some time to doa 
daily tac R of the I.P.C, Oil Pipe line as far as the PAISSTINE 
TRANSJORDAN frontier, 


HQ PALSSTINE recently expressed the opinion that it was 
unnecessary to do this daily, amd that it should be only done if 
specifically requested. 


The matter was discussed with AHQ LEVANT, who agreed in 
principle but decided to continue the recce because :- 


- 28 


(i) An aircraft had to fly daily anyway to carry out 
V.H.F. tests with Contact Cars, ani it was quite 
easy to incorporate the pipe-line tac R with 
this sortie. 


(ii) It was considered to be a good thing to keep all 
pilots familiar with the pipe-line and adjacent 
territory, especiaily as replacement pilots 
are expected in the future. 


3. TRAINING 





(a) Elementary Exercises have contimed particularly in NICOSIA, 
where the relatively small forces availabie for training and the lack 
of a Contact Car (until late NOVEMBER), has made it impossible to 
carry out advanced trg. These exercises have consisted of T-panel 
reading, message dropping, straffing own troops, silent shoots 

for Radar controlled AA and simple close support schezes. 


(b) Demonstrations 





(i) A mew type of demonstration was given to students 
of MESI in NOVEMBER, The object was to display 
the characteristics and capabilities of as many 
types of a/c as possible. From the limited 
resources of LEVANT, seven different types were 
produced, ranging from Auster (AOP) to Lencaster. 
Aerobatics, level speed, climb, and turning 
radius were demonstrated with great effect and 
the display ended with a demonstration of massed 
fire-power from 6 Spitfire IXs. 


(ii) Four denonstrations of live bombing and straffing, 
controlled by contact car, have been given to 
Bdes during their training in TRANSJORDAN. 
Spectators were sited on a hill 1500x from the 
tgts. A contact car was first demonstrated to 
the spectators, who were then shown a "live" 
answer to a call for air support by Spitfire 

F/Bs which were waiting in cab-rank. 250 lb 
bombs and 20am cannon were used. 


(c) Inter-Service Visits 





These have continued and besides Arny/RAF exchanges 
include further trips in X.N. destroyers from HAIFA, 


(a) Full-Scale Exercises 


1 Inf Div has been training its Bde in TRANSJORDAN ~ 
for a month each in turn, camnencing with 1 Gds Bde in OCTOBER, 
The climax of the month's training in each case was a four day 
Bde exercise with full supporting arms, known as “HEAVER" I, II and 
III respectively, 


(i) SAVER I - AHQ IZVANT provided a composite flight of 
c, four from 208 F/R Sqn and four fron 32 F/R 
Sgn, for close air sp. 
The flight was based on a mid-pan, named 
"DAWSON FIELD" (after the A.0.C), which was some 15 
miles due EAST of ZARKA, the exercise area, 
Demands were submitted from the Bie 
Contact Car to a minature BAF HQ which was set up 
adjacent to G(Ops) 1 Div, and staffed by AlOs and 
RAF officers from AHQ. 
Communications (C/W) were provided by 
2 ASSU, and worked well. 


(ii) 


(iii) 


Tac R, PR, and close sp fighter 
banbing and straffing were provided to the extent 
of 70 sorties in 3 days. 

The exercise was extremely successful 
from the air point of view, but three important 
points emerged :- 


(1) An LO provided by Bde is not a satisfactory 
substitute for an ALO, with the contact car - 
even though he has done a short attachnent 
to an RAF Sqn. 


(2) Ow troops were frequently shot up in the 
pursuit owing to failure to display 
fluorescent panels or use yellow smoke. 


(3) It is impossible to handle Close Sp and Recce 
Satisfactorily over one rear link. 


BEAVER IIT - This took place in NOVEMBER with 2 Inf 
Bde, and was the most successful of the erries. 

The 8 a/c were based at MAFRAQ (20 
miles inside 'eneny' territory, unfortunately) 
owing to the risk of rain reducing DAWSON FIEID 
to a bog. 

A mock-up F.C.P. was used for control. 
This was a great improvement, as R/T greatly 
speeded up the handling of traffic. 

It was possible this time to allot 
an AIO to the Contact Car, which made all the 
difference to the umerstanding between Bde and 
the F.C.P. 

Fluorescent panels were used and 
proved as usual, most effective. 

Over 80 sorties were flown in 3 days. 


EEAVER III - Owing to the greatly increased risk 


of heavy rain in DECEMBER, AHQ decided that the 


aircraft must be based on am all-weather airfield, 
which meant staying at EIN SHEMER, some 80 miles 
fran the exercise area. This should have merely 
had the effect of lengthening the time taken to 
answer a call by about 20 mins and reducing the 
time spent over the area to about 15-20 mins. In 
the event, however, commmnications were very 
unsatisfactory and it was not possible to provide 
the same satisfactory degree of air sp as on the 
first two BEAVER's, 
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Part I “ Current Affairs 
Part II - Aédress given by a Jew before 
an cudience at a Dominion Club. 
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GENERAL 


le fhe Jewish terrorists hive intensified their campaign against mil and 
police personnel and incidents are hepvening with menacing regularitye These varied 
attvacks on the security forces of the country, “%imed to tale place after ourfew and 
road restrictions have cleared the roads and streets of civilians. and civ vehs, are 
considered to be a direct result of the STERN Groun “declaration of war" against HMG 
end the armec forces in Palestine. A significant weature of the incicents is that, 
al though they take oluce in or near Jewish toms, cu.rters and villages, the perpetra- 
sors invariably manage to mice a complete escanc, »roof, if any were necessary, that 
‘the Jewish population accords the measure of coopere.iion essential for such escapes 
vo be possible. Whether such cooneration is u procuct ot apprehension or design is 
wovone the point; the salient fact is that they do escape and this indicates col- 
lusion in some part by the civilian pooulation. 


2. The return of Rabbi Fishman and Eliezer Navlan from the informal talks 
in London clashed sharply with the election caimaicns nov being conducted throughout 
the country wy the various Jewish political factionce —ishmn and Kaplan were ex- 
pectce to mke an early appearance before the Inner Zionist Council to give an 
uccount of themselves and their mission; however, this appears to have been post- 
poned until next Tuesday, 29 Oct, as a result of the vreoccupation of most Jewish 
leaders with the elections, to be held on 28 Oct, for the World Zionist Congresse 


Be Amidst this whirlpool of Jewish terrorist, election, and “statemaking" 
activity, the Arabs are conducting their own campaign os national preparation in which 
she Mufti is talking more than an onlooker's part despite his promises to the Egyptian 
overnment. The Arab Higher Executive Youth Cormittce is attempting the difficult 
vast: of uniting the NAJJADA anc MUWA, and, with the »resent discussions of the 
Executive now taking place in Egyot under the “clnirmanship" of the Mufti, it seems 
that the Palestine Arabs are beginninz to take an even greater interest in their 
Jestinye 


JZWISH APPATRS 


Lie On 19 Oct the informal talks which Imve deen in progress between the 
British Government and representatives ofthe Jewish .seney came to an ends The con- 
tent of them is not yet now. An indication of Jewish demands has come from Dr 
Nahum GOLDMAN who was present at the talks jn a sveech mein America. They are not 
unexpected. The Agency plan stipulates“thai there should be a Jewish State in 65% 
of Palestine, the NEGEV being included in this area; "the Arabs will be allotted the 
central hilly plateau." In return for this, the “ritish will be allowed to, establish 
military bases wherever they wishe With surprisin:; violence he stated that the 
Yishuv was losing its patience, and should the mistreataent of the Jews continue, 
"the situation is certain to become nasty,” Dr. GOLDIN 's answer to the potential 
Arab threat was typical. The ‘rab threat was o figment of British imagination: and 
therefore there was no harm in going ahead with Suilding up a Jewish mjority in 
Palestine. 


A meeting of the Inner Zionist Council was called for 23 Oct and KAPLAN 
2 one SISHMAN travelled bac: fo resort on the London talkse However, owing to the 
absence of the more important members of the Council from Jerusalem, the meeting has 
been postponed until 29 Oct» Most of! the members are travel, round the country 
eleetioneering. There is no particular hurry for the meeting, as the subject under 
diseussion will be whether or not to revise the decision not to take part 4m the 
“London Conference when it reconvenes on 16 Dece Pe 
oerve 


Wa 
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6. _ The past fortnight has seen no relaxation of indiscriminate 
terrorism. Virtually every night now has its incidents, however small. 
Mining of the roads is a common occurrence. In ali, one British Inspector 
of the Palestine Police has been murdered, and 15 members of HM Forces, 
including two cfficers, have been wounded. The worst of the incidents 
ocourred on the evening of 24 October. when a number of explosions took 
place at various points in Jerusalem aimed at the murdor of soldiers on 
curfew check points. Fortunately, last minute changés in the location of 
these posts saved a number of lives and the most diabolical of all the 
bombs, a home-made shrapnel bomb of formidable dimensions, failed to 
explode. In consequence, no one was killed, although two men were 
dangerously injured and a further 9 were slightly injured as 4 result of 
% the various cxplosions. 


7 There is littie doubt thet these outrages were the work of 

the STERN Grov., Their recent pamphlet, prowising to attac’: any member 

of the forces who is armed, would scem to have been put into cffect, and in 
addition they have tricd to win sympathy by appearing to attack that 
unpopular institution, the curfewe Each bomb had clearly been laid earlier 
during the day, onc even baving been buried in the ground beside a busy 
road junction. The STERN Group secms now to have got completely out of 
hand, and nothing short of the action of the entire Yishuv can put an end 
to these outrages. At the moment there is little prospect of this, and 
the perpetrators still escape scot-free. 


ARAB_AFFATRS 


8. The meribers cf the Arab Higher Exccutive are at present in 
Egppt discussing the future of the Executive with the Mufti. Reports 
dealing with the proposed strength of the new connittee vary; the latest 
indication is wt the membership will be increasoi to 20. Whatever the 
outoome of the meeting in Alexandria, it is cvident thot Haj Amin has a 
strangle-hold on Palestine Areb politics and he is wnlikely to brook any 
interference to his plans. His activitics have already provoked questions 
in the Commons and it is cuite clear that io has utterly disregarded the 
promise to refrain from political activity wixich ae is reputed to have made 
to the Egyptian Government when he sought soncivary th 2ree Dr» Khalidi 
anc Ahmet Hilmi Pash», the two separationist members of the Exccutive, were 
the first to be sum.onced to the Presence. Jazm) Husscini end Emile Ghouri 
followeé on 2C Oct. It is too early to forécast the outcome of these 
important talks but it is considered that 2 clea: statement of Palestine 
Arab policy in respect of the December Round Table ConZerence in LONDON 
will be issued and the statement is likely %. in@icate complete dis- 
association of the Mufti anc his Committee Prom the proposals put forward 
by the Arab States Gclesntes at the udjournment of She Conference. 


9. Forecasts regarding the constitution of the new Dxecutive arc 
the order of the day and guesses are hard?y const-uctive; however, it is 
strongly belicved that Dr. Khalidi and Ahmed Hilai Pasha will take the 
Opportunity of sendoring their resignations end retiring to the background, 
where thoy will be better able to criticise ihe activities of Jamel 
Husseini and Emile Chouri. 


10. Although the NAJJADA and FafAWA crc reputed to have acceded to 
the urgent "tequest" of the Mufti for them to plac> themselves under the 
authority of the Executive's Youth Committec, it aypcers that MOHAMED NDR 
HUWARI, the leader of' the NAJJADA, is opposed te an actual merger with the 
FATAWA anc would prefer his position as lencer cf « definite para military 
organisation to o position of semi-obscurity as a subordinate official of 
an emelgamted Youti: Group. He claims that the agreement he reached with 
the Mufti in ilexandria last month provided for HUWARI taking over supreme 
command of both para military organisations if ar@ when they merged. With 
so many Arabs jockeying for the position of Supreme Commander of this 
arny-to-be, there is evory reason for HUWARI‘s apprehension. No doubt he 


% One of the injured soldiers has since éicd. 
/is placit”, se8 
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is placing a deal of reliance in the fact that the NAJJADA, by far the 
stronger group, is non-political ané appears to have a greater appeal 
for the youth of the country. Both orgenisations care readily increasing 
in numbers. 


ll. Ahmed Shukeiri, Director of the rab Office in Jerusalem, is 
also in Erypt for the meetings, anc his chicf, MOUSSA el ALAMI should 
arrive there from LONDON in 2 day or two. They probably will be informed 
of the intention to’ liquidate the Arab Offices, as such, and will be in 
at the discussions of their reincarnation uncer the direction of the new 
Exccutive. SHUKEIRI, one of the ambitious youns lrabs of Palestine, 

has re-formed the "Al HIZB al ISHTIRAKI" (Socialist Party), which he and 
MOUSSA e1 ALAMI were toyinz with at the beginning of this year. The 
purpose behind this move is quite unique as it is not a further 
manifestation of Arab dis-unity. Containins « larse number of young 
4rab intellectuals, Shukeiri's party has 2 Socialist orientation and he 
intends to use it as a lever to loosen up the narrow outlook and inherent 
jealousies of the present system of rab politics. He claims that he 
will bring his party into the open and use it as a political platform if 
the present Executive Goes not broaden its policy. ..s it stands now, the 
party claims a goodly percentage of prozressive anc youthful thought in 
its ranks anc it could be quite a menace to the Cominant Palestine Arab 
Partye ‘ 

PRESS AND PROPAGANDA. 

126 When the FEDE illegal immigrants arrived in Cyprus on & 
September, a stowaway was found in the form of Miss Claire NEIKIND, an 
fmerican journalist of the 'sob-sister' type. is all her papers were 

in order she was released and her story of the journey from Italy to 
Cyprus is now being reproduced in the Palestine Post in dramatic serial 
forme Most people already know sufficient of the facts of the inter- 
ception of the FEDE to realise that she is not unbiassed. Her story 
bears little relation to the facts at all. The Palestine Post has given 
it great publicity and there is little doubt that it has also had consider- 
able circulation among the more gullible of the Jmerican population. 


136 A recent edition of HiMiAS, the STERN Group pamphlet, shows 
that in spite of their much boosted independence, they Co realise that 
a certain amoun* of popular support is necessary. “his edition attacks 
the Yishuv's reaction to the deportations to Cyprus, maintaining that 
up till now, it has been restrained, and advocates a more violent 
expression of disapproval:"from now on there will be a reaction in each 
case of deportation, a reaction worthy of the name ...+.- * action anc 
revenge still prevail in Palestinc". _ The sane pamphlet claims 
responsibility for recent road mining incidents. 


ILLEGAL IMMIGR/.TTON 


1h. MV "FENICE" (Brakha Fuld) wes sighted by oir reconnaissance 

at 0900 hrs on 19 October whilst proceeding on a Southerly course WEST of 
LATTAKIA (Syria). The vessel was intercepted by RN 10 miles NW of 
TRIPOLI at 1445 hrs on 20 October and was found to be carrying Jewish 
illegal immigrants bound for Palestine. When first sighted she was flying 
Italian colours but on being intercepted the Zionist cnsign wos hoisted. 
HMS "Chequers" closed with "FENICE" in the afternoon of 21 October with 
the intention of putting a boarding party aboard; however, the Jewish 
vessel carricd out violent evasive tactics which, combined with rough seas, 
made boarding an oxtremely hazardous undertaking. Eventually, at 1630 hrs 
on 21 October, HM Minesweeper "MOON" succeecdcc in establishing a party of 
four on board. ‘The "FENICE" was thon approximtcly 10 miles North of 
Carmel. There was no oppositiion on the part of the Jcwse 


156 The vesscl was towed into HAIFA Harbour at 0115 hrs 22 October 
and the transfer of the illegal immigrants to the "OCEAN VIGOUR" and 
"EMPIRE HEYWOOD" bagan immediately. The most surprising feature of the 
operation was the lack of reaction displayed by the Jews. The transhipment 
WQS cormplcted by 0430 hrs and the ships then left for Cyprus. There was 


/ & total e.- 


dee 


a total of 819 immigrants on board, of these, 813 were transferred to 
Cyprus. On arrival there, their feclings crystallised into resistance 
and the last 200 to be cisembarkeé Cid so only after offering such 
resistance that several of them received minor injurics. 


166 The camps at Cyprus now contain 5,051 Jewish illegal immigrants. 
‘Their behaviour there is not everything that coulc be Cesired, for in 
one camp alone, the Jews have done £3,500 worth of damage since they 
took up their residence. The Yishuv is Cisplayinz keen interest in the 
Coings of those in Cyprus and it is quite on the cards that the Je sh 
terrorist organisations may inspire internal Cisorders in the camps. 
Adding weight to this theory is the reliable report that attempts are 
being made to smuggle arms into the camps. 


ATLPTECE 
ee 
17-6 The following parody of Rucyard KIPLING's poem was broadcast 


in a recent illesal transmission of "KOL ISRAEL" : 


If you are constantly insulted, cursed and spat on 
wherever you may turn your weary feet, 


If you are svorn at, beaten chased about and sat on, 
No matter what the country or the Street, 


If epithets are flung at you by rotters not fit to clean 
your oldest cast off boots, 


If you are condescendingly acmitted in some quarters, 
Whilst but a fraction of your culture has taken roots, 


If you are tortured, beaten, burnec alive and buried, 
And all the worle coes nothing about your plight, 


If your father, mother, sister - 2111 were carried up in smoke, 
And yet the worlc be unmoved by this sight, 


If despite them - theso hypocritic bastards - 
You struggle for the shore anc. reach for life and breath, 


If they then push you back into the ocean, 
And callously conéemn you to your death, 


If you are beaten, shot at in your homeland, 
When standing up to fight for self and kin, 


If you are gooc cenourh to die for any country, 
But by living in it, you comait a sin, 


If some of this or all of this shoulc haunt you, 
And you have fourht for freedom and yet no Preedom won, 


If all the world with promised justice taunt you, 
Their lips belying what their hands have done, 


Then - fight back, hit back, shoot back, nought must daunt you, 


For you have nothing more to los: ~- My Jewish Sone 





5 PARSE TT 
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e f “~~~ ——"TERORE AN AUDIENCE AT A DOMINTON CLUB 


May I, firstly, say that I am not unmindful of the privilege of appearing 
before you, and I thanx you very muche 


I have come before you to-day with these credentials only: I ama British 
subject, a citizen of Canada, and, I believe, loyal to the Religion into which 
I was born and in which I intend to live to the end of my days, 


The task before me is not a very pleasant one. "Be wise enough to be 
silent," says the Talmud. Silence is "golden" among all peovles. There are 
occasions, however, whem silence ceases to be zolden - when sersistenee in it 
converts it into a base metal, at its best a manifestation of cowardice, at 
its worst an unnardonable failure in duty to one's own people ind to citizen- 
ship in general. Therefore, what has prompted mie to appear before you are the 
desperate necés of the cruelly outraged Jews of Eurove anc the utter confusion 
of thought and values which is not .cnly prolongin;, their sufferings, but has 
fired a train of events potentially disastrous to Jewry and to the peace of the 
world as a wholee 


To the non-Jewish world, the silence of all but Political Zionists about 
the situation in Palestine must be difficult to understand. Ona number of 
oceasions, I have been asked whether all Jews sre Zionists, and, if they are 
not, are they in the mjority or a minority, and, in any event, why do they not 
speak . ; 


INTIMIDATION AMONG CAUSES OF SILENCE 


The silence may be ascribed to three reasoris = confusion, intimidation and 
Gissuste Tre contusion is not difficult to uncerstand. tinidetion, I re- 
fused to believe for some time = persecution o* Jews by Jews seemed to be beyond 
reasOne I; now, know it to be a facte 


In Palestine, the intimidation is complete. Commencing with a physical 
assault upon a teacher in a Hebrew University, in Palestine, some time ago, there 
is now the Hagane movement, which reminds one of Hitlef's Youth Movement. very 
boy of 16 years of age must join the Hagana. If he declines, his life at school 
is made unbearable and professional training and openings are withheld from him. 
If parents object, their children are encouraged to deceive them in secret obed~ 
ience to the "oall.” Even children 10 years old are enrolled in political 
parties - and this, eighteen months after we all believed we had destroyed Hit- 
lerism forall time. Recerltly, a Rabbi of considerable repute, in England, a 
Zionist himself, after a visit to Palestine sent an article to the "Jewish Out- 
look" in England, for publication under his ovm names Shortly after, finding 
that he might have to return to Palestine, he urgently requested that his state- 
ment be not published, as it would endanger his life. 


Outsice of Palestine, the intimidation is not so complete; but it is by no 
means negligiole. According to Political Zionists, one is either one of them 
or a traitor to his People, and no-one relishes that epithet. . Even Orthodox 
Rabbis are silent. They dare not speak against Political Zionism, forthe sake 
of their livelihoods, and I say this from first hand ‘mowledge. They dare not: 
give to anoient Jewish teaching the interpretation of Zionism which was scarcely 
disputed twenty years ego and has been regarded as indisputab’e for the best part , 
of, 2,000 years. ; 


TIME COME TO - ate | 


The chief reason, however, that Jews in general have said little or nothir 
about the Palestinian situation to this day is thai, to the vast mjority, the a 
whole situation has become so repugnant that the mere thought of any expression 
is an abomination; but, unless the sufferings of their co-Relicionists are never 
to come to an end, the time has arrived when saneone must speak. When in typical 
Hitlerian fashion, British Officers, who are uerely performing their duties.as =. , 
soldiers, are held in chains; when the same officers are later crowded into a box. 
and, so crated, dumped upon a highway] when a hotel is bombed, and many are 
killed; when this is ; é : yi deel 





followed by-more-bonbing} when the thanks for cammtation o* sentence of death is 
still more bombing; when a secret radio broadcasts "Listen to the Voice of Israel" 
and, thus,. presumes to speak for the Jews of the world as a whole, when a man who 
bears the proud title of Rabbi - teacher of God's ethical lew - resorts to vileness 
and scurrillity in his criticism of the British Government; when another, who bears 
the same proud title visualizes the Jews of the world. as o camp armed against the 

- British Enpirez when a third violates every principle of decency by coming to Canada 
from the United States, as a citizen of the United States, to tell Canadian Jews 
what to say to the British Govermacnt; when a Rabbi in Canada "bites the hand" 
that feeds him - when he, also a citizen of the United States, but resident in and 
enjoying all of the privileges of Canada, also has the effronter; to tell the 
British Government what she MUST do, some word is cue from some other Jew, and it 
has fallen to my lot to be that person, and I may say here that if, at any time, I 
do not support my statements as it may be thought I should, it will not be because 
of paucity of facts, but limitation of time. This is no occasion - if there is ever 
any occasion -for evasion, rhetoric or equivocation, 


There is no Jew, worthy of the naae, who has not gone through, and is not going | 
through, an indescribably trying experience, because of the sufferings of his People, — 
No person, worthy of the name Christian, can fail to realize that the plight of this | 
terribly stricken small minority of Europe is a Cisgrace to himsclf and to civilizatior. 
in general - a civilization which even points with pride to its societies for the 
prevention of cruelty to animals, What makes the pain and the shame still greater is 
the smallness of the number of the persons who are in need of rescue = equivalent to 
aod about one-third of the population of Montreal. 

. 









JEWS, CONFUSED, MISIED ON ISSUES, © 


But the confusion is on both sides, Many Jews find it difficult to reconcile the 
characteristic integrity of the English in every other respect with the faiiure of the 
British Government to fulfill its promise in the Balfour Declaration, Blindwd by the 
sufferings of their people and by the powerful propaganda of a Jewish Press completely 
controlled by Political Zionism, what they do not scem to appreciate gre the con- 
flicting interests in the region in and about Palestine;- the enormous straterical 
importance of that region to the very existence of the British Empire; the awakening 
of a national consci2zusness amongst groups in that area, in whom it had been dormant 
for centuries; the not too friendly ond, in certain instances, definitely hostile, 
attitude of these groups towards the British Empire, ond their vast numbers. 


On the other hand, for the world at large, it seems very difficult to reconcile 
the pleas to open its doors to the small handful of ravished human beings with the 
recent failure of those whom these people regarded as official spokcsmen for Jewry 
to aceept the generous offer by the Australian Government. What they do not seem to 
appreciate is that those whom they belicve to be speaking for Jewry as a who”?, in 
fact, represented 2 small minority, It was not Jewry who committed this ungrateful 
act, but Australian Political Zionist leaders, guided by the Jewish Agency, 2 body 
practically completely dominated by Political Zionists, and thus, no more cf that 
representative character which its reorganization in 1929 was meant to five to it. 


COMPLETE REORGANIZATION OF AGENCY URGED. 


One of the most urgent needs is complete reorganization of this body, and it is 
within the province of His Majesty's Goverment to demand it. The Jewish Agency 
exists only by virtue of Article 4. of the Mandate for Palestine, ond "subject always 
to the control of the Administration", Its purpose, as the Mandate gtates explicit 
is to advise and co-operate with the Administration in Palestine on matters pertain o- 
to Jewry, and it my thus function only so long as its organization and constitusicy 
are in the opinion of His Majesty's Government, fit to so function, Since, it is mow 
almost completely dominated by Political Zionists and, thus, is no more represen‘at ive 
of Jewry as a whole, nd since it has also ceased to cooperate it is no more fit to 
so function. Therefore, the sooner it is either thoroughly reorganized or completely 
ignored by the British Governmerit in its deliberations, the sooner will the difficult 
problem of Palestine be solved, : 


Ses eT 
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od 
am ©. The firat necessary step to the solution of any problem is to be clear about 


problem itself, The firstessential, therefore, is to clearly differentiate 
between the needs of the homeless Jews of Europe and the appeals for a Jewish State. 
One is a humanitarian problem; the other is a purely political one, - About the 
humanitarian needs, all Jews are in complete agreement; to the political demands, 
the vast mjority of Jews, as we shall see, are absolutely opposed. - In order to 
appreciate this, it is necessary to be clear about the relationship between 
Zionism and Judaism. 


TO TYPES OF ZIONISTS RELIGIOUS AND POLITICAL, 


411 Jews are Zionists; but there are two types of Zionism - Religious and 
Political, The Religious Zionists represent the vast majority. They are absolutely 
opposed to a Jewish State, in the presently understood sense, and the basis of their 
opposition is their Relis-ion. 


Deeply ingreined in the consciousness of the Jew is the Messianic conception of 
Palestine.’ as it dominated the minds of the Prophets and is met with in the Psaln:., 
so does it dominate the mind of the observant Jew today. Many changes, however, ha. 
occurred in Israel's life, through the centuries, which, 4s the Talmd, post-Talmudi: 
and later Rabbinical writings clearly show, have very fundamentally altered +he 
status of Palestine in the religion of the Jew. Only by violating every principle «°° 
intellectual honesty -by distortion and by incomplete quotation of Sacred Hebrew 
Literature - is it possible to alter the teachings about Palestine, which for 2,000 
years, have governed the life of the observant Jewe 


Inherent and inseperable from the Zionism which is part of, the Religion of the 
Jew is that it is not to be construed, in any way, 1s 2 simple historical or human 
event, but a part of tho Divine scheme of ;pvernance, subject to strict adherence of 
the Jew to his Torah. Throughout the'centuries, since the destruction of tho Temple 
of Jerusalem, rabbis have repeatedly and repeatedly drawn attention to the fact thoi. 
the Jews are a religious commmity only; that Zionism is a symbol only of Isracl's 
future and of that of mankind's in general; that if ever there was a reawakening in 
all its adherents of an endeavor to again become a political nation, it would be 
committing suicide; that the Jew must never forget the oath taken at the time of the 
Exile, that he will not only never attempt to re-enter Palestine by force, but that 
it will never cven resemble force. I have just quoted, verbatim, from the Talmd 
(Ket 110b; 111a), 


S84YS-POLITIC/.L ZIONISTS VIOLATN BASIC LAWS. 


Political Zionism, on the other hand as may be seen from its early histery to 
this day, is non-Rcligious in character. As Political Zionists have repeatedly 
affirmed, a person, born 2 Jew, may be on atheist and still be a loyal Zionist, 
Moses, Hess, author of the historic and economic basis of Political Zionism was an 
anarchist, who both in writing and on the platform, propogated the theories of the 
Proudhon school of anarchy, Theodor Herzl was a renesade Jew, who rather suddenly 
became conscious of his Jewishness when, durin. his assignment by his newspaper to 
witness and report upon the infamous Dreyfus triel, he discovered that, in spite of 
his so-called "enlightenment", he was no more immne than the most observant Jew to 
the inti-Semitism of his day, and in Tel Aviv, Palestine, the only almost completely 
Jewish city in the world, one my see violated, flagrantly and daily, by Political 
Zionists, most fundamental Jewish Laws, in complete disregard of the feelings of 
their @rthodox Jewish neighbourse 


It is not an accident tht the majority of the leaders of Political Zionism ar 
Russians or descendents of Russians, for this movement, except for sporadic attonpt 
in the early centuries, had its origin in Russia amongst the so-called "enlizhteneé 
Jews and is a culmination of that which the Haskalah - tho so-called Russian-Jewish 
renaissance - started. Leo Pinsker was a Russian, and Perez Smolenskin,: who gave 
to Political Zionism its philosphy in o nutshell, was a Russian, There are 
observant Jews amongst the Political Zionists - the Mizrahi - but they are a small 


groupe 


The aim of Political Zionism is a Jewish State. Religious Zionism is, thus, 
motivated by piety, whereas, Political Zionism is propelled by a material nationalisi., 
though of different derrees, fh 


Zionists, then, as now, attempted to exploit the suffering of the millions of 


cai 
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EXTREMIST GROUP DEMAND JEWISH STATE. 


Political Zionists may be divided into three groups, namely (a) moderates 
b) extremists and, among the cxtremists, (c) the terrorists. 
3 


The moderates are those, who though their ultimate aim is a Jewish State, have, 
as their dominant objective at present, the rescue and the rehabilitation of the 
Displaced Jews of Europe. For this, they are to be highly recomnonded, 


The extremists - and they represent the majority - differ from the moderates in 
that their only objective is a Jewish State. To that end they haye subordinated 
everything. They have distorted facts and supressed truth and, as they have in the 


' past, they are now usin, the syfferins remnant of their People as a tool for their 


wn political ends. 


When about eighty years azo, tormented Jews were striving for emancipation and 
equality of citizenship, it was Moses Hess who laid down the guiding principle of the 
movement that, if the advantares of citizenship conflicted with the aims of political 
nationalism it was the citizenship which had to be sacrificed, 































When later, to escape the horrors of barbarism - the pillage and massacre in 
Russia - the Israelite Alliance, organized in France and headed by the Chief Rabbi 
of Belgium, came to the rescue and assisted these stricken Jews to emigrate to the 
United States, it was Smolenskin, the militant Zionist leader of that day, and not 
anti-Semites who published violent attacks on this Society and endeavoured to thwart 
its plans as much as possible, 


When later, the’ horrors of pogrom reached their- heights, in Romania and again in 
Russia; when the world recoiled from these barbarities, and the British Government 
offered, as a haven, a considerable area in Ugant, the leader of Political Zionism of 
that day, Theodor Herzl, replied "East Africa is not Zion" and so was the story with. 
the offers of Argentina, Dutch West Indies, French Gukana, and elsewhere, Pit ss 


CITES REFUSAL OF LAND OFFERED BY AUSTRALIN, 
When shortly after the Russian Revolution, the extremists amongst Political 


persecuted Jews of that coyntry in their attempt to acquire a Jewish State, there ; 
one honest man amongst them - their leader, Dr. Chaim Weitzmann, and this is wha 
said; "We have never built the Zionist movement on the sufferings of our people 
Russia or olsewhere, These sufferinzs were never the chuse of Zionism The fur 
cause of Zionism was, and is . e » « 2 national centre", and so it has been to this 
day, No greater betrayal of the tortured Jews of Europe is it possible to imazine than 
the refusal by the Political Zionists of justralia to accept the generous offer of 
the dustralian Government to open its doors. No greater cruelty is it possible to 
imagine that the arrested Holl ships in Haifa harbour. Knowing perfectly well that 
these pitiable people could not land in Palestine, they were nevertheless packed into 
indescribable filthy, floatinz boxes, as propaganda pawns of Zionist Power Politics, 
and only recently (Sept 10th 1946) the Vaad Leumi announced that it would allot 
f4.00,000.00 to still further prgnote such mass illegal migration, 






nte.: 


One of the distressing situatiohs created by this movement, has been the eH 
increasing difficulty of subscribing to "United Jewish Appeals™ because of the hiss 
knowledge that a not inconsiderable portion of such contributions for relief and 
rescue is syphonned off to implement in various ways the programme and propazanda 
of Political Zionism. The only alternative has been, in some way, to make contributic 
to refugees directly. Ws 


ATTACKS FOMENTERS OF TERRORIST ACTS. 





Of the third group of Political Zionists = the terrorists - perhaps the loss 
said the better; but something must be said, because of the farroaching effects of 
their activities, and the fact that these are more than o product of excess zeal of 
youn; and unthinking men and women. Zionists ond non-Zionists alike may cordemnh\ © Vy 
them; but they mist do more than condemn; they mst, with all within thoir power, 
try to prevent recurrence, and this is not possible without pointing to, and condemnif, 


ah es 


» prdPinonters -ss-woll-as the chief actors, for not only has this terrorian prolonged 
theteufferin:s of their people in Europe, but has fired a now train of events, 
potentially disastrous to Jewry as a whole, I om referring to the very noticeable 
increase of anti-Semitism throughout the world and, still more disturbing, its 
appearance, cvon in Canada, in quarters which hitherto have not only been immune to 
it, but 4cfiritely friendly. . 





Throughout Jewish history, the admonition against what is known, in Hebrew, as 
"Hillui-he- chem" (Desecration of the Name) has been, for the commonest Jew, 2 most 
powerful inotive to acter him from miscondyct that might bring into contempt the honour 
of his pecplc, his Religion and his God, yet, here we hve, not merely young and 
unthinkn7z men and women, but people, whom, unfortunately, the non-Jewish world regard 
as leaders ox Israel and representative of Jewish citizens of their respective 
countries, doing exactly that which, according to Jewish Law, is "a graver sin than 
any other’, In Jewish Lew, the duty of citizenship is clear and uncompromising, "Pray 
for the welfare of the Government ... The King takes precedence over the Priest eo» 

If oe acts arrovantly towards his king, it is as, if he dishonors the Divine Presence 
eee The officers of the Kinz are the same as the King himself", These are excerpts 
from the Telmud, and all is epitomized in that one great edict, which is the basis 
of all Jewish Jurisprudence on citigenship - "The Law of the Land is the Law". 


DENOUNCES CH.ITRMAN OF JEVISH AGENCY. 


What. induses anyonc to terrorism is beyond man's ken, It is found amongst all 
peoples; Lut what is to be condemned in no uncertain terms is the behaviour which is 
capable of precipitating this phenomenon, In no uncertain terms, therefore, must be 
condemned vid Bon-Gurion, Chairman of the Jewish Agency, in Palestine, who declared 

* openly, -.4 2 press conference, that further enforcement of the immigration laws in 
Palestine wo.ld be resisted with brutal foreu if necessary, ; 


Equali;- to be condemned is Mr B,kstansky, another official of the Political 
Zionist Ox-snization who, also, openly, delivered this eulogy, in his reference to 
the tervorists: Yo are dealin; not with terrorists but with a great resistance 
movancnt. et us take off our hats to them ee. We Zionists\feel proud es. We 
salute shen". On dug Uyth 1946, the Iryun Zvai Leumi (one of the terrorist 
organi.cations) broadcast: "We mst exert our strength against two enemies eee The 
British anda time"; but to what extent are these young men and women actually to blame 
when, oniy © snort time before, Solomon Freehof, Rabbi and recently President of the 
Central Jonfcrence of American Rabbis, wrote this: "The Jews of the world have been 
an annoyance to the British Foreign Office. They do not yicld to the interest of the 
British Mimire ee, They will fight without surrender ..- They are undefeated, and 
undefeniabiic". I shall, here, say nothing of the pronouncement of Rabbi Stephen Wise 
whose duty it is, as a Rabbi, to teach Jewish ethical Law, except this: a 


MEAGRE KNOWIiDGE TS WORLD TRAGEDY; 
B One of the saddest facts in this whole tragic situation is the meagre knowledge 
which “he non-Jewish world has of the intimate life of the observant Jew, The rabbi 
of the T:Jrud is "he who is meek and humble; walks about in a low demeanour; studies 
the Torah constantly and takes no credit to himself" (Sanh, 88b), He is the rabbi I 
know, anc he represcnts the vast majority + head covered with the prayer shawl, bowed 
in that huility, of which only the truly great are capable, and, in silence, with 
Bible ov Talmud before him, searching every sentence, every word, every letter of 
every word, “w extract therefran that which will give meaning to the life of those 
under his care. Contrast him with the rathi so conspicuous at present and whom the 
non-Javris: world most unfortunately believe to be the leader in Israel = pulpiteer, ~~ 
with «2: ins: tiable thirst for prominence and adulation, head haghtily erect, mouth “| 
agape, bellowing into a microphone. . 


Fornaps the grief, horror and shame would not be as great as it is, since these 
men are not British subjects. I suppose if the Christians of the United States havo - 
their Hearsts and Thompsons, allowance should be made for the Stephen Wises and 
Solomon Frechofs among the Jews of that country, and, for the same reason, it might 
have been with less shame, when I read, recently, of the defilemont of the 5ritish 
flag by political Zionists at the Embassy yin Washington; but what respect for British 
forces in P2lestine and of law and order is to be expected in Palestine, when 4 afi 
Canadian Juvish papor featured an article, in English, in which the British Government 
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ig a AMAQo22-vore dosorivos as "procurators" and "myrmidons", and, in a later issue, 
saw 


fit to present to its readers, of its own making, and also in Pnglish, most 
malicious and insulting innamde, I am referring to the item in the Canadian Jewish 
Chronicle of August 16th, in its reference to the British Government in the 
affairs. of India and Ireland, It is difficult to imagine greater harm to the . 
Status cf the Jew in Canada than that done by this act. What logic, other than 
that of a completely irresponsible mind, could possible conceive and then permit 
this wicked anti-British item, in Canada, is completely beyond my comprehension. 


It was with a humiliation beyond my ability to express it that I referred to 
these incidences, I would heave mich preferred to have suffered them in silence, and 
would have been equally guilty of the gravest of all sins in Jewish law - 
"Desecration of the Name" - were it not for the fact that all, without exception,are 
not only in print, but had been brought to my attention by my non-Jewish friends 
and has, thus, forced me to deal with them , 


‘ 


POLITICé:, ZIONISTS POWERFUL MINORITY, 





But if we include all of the followers of this nationalistic movement, what the 
non-Jewish world does not know is the small extent to which the Political Zionism 
represcnts Jewry. 


In the last (1946) edition of the American Jewish Year Book, it may be seen that 
the Zicnist Organization of America had a total membership of 111,421, The Hadassah 
group ~ the women's organization - had a membership of 125,000, Youth movements and 
various other bodies accounted for another 54,00, making a total of about 300,000 only, 
among; cu estimated Jewish population of about five million, that is, about 6 per cent 
only of a total Jewish population which accounts for about 50 per cent of all the 
remaining Jews in the world. 


Even allowing for the generous figure given in the Anglo-Palestine Yearbook 
(1946), tho maximum would still be less than 1, per cent of all the Jews in the 
world, And not even all of these are by any means, ardent Political Zionists, and, 
as ih their case, if there has been an increase within recent months, it has not been 
in wholehcarted support of Political Zionism, but a hurried prodyct of a discouraged 
and coniused people - a stampede into this movement by an apparent hopelessness 
about the plight of their co-Religionists - "any port in a storm". 





SAYS ZIONISTS VOTE IN US IS SMALL, 
; The small extent to which Political Zionism is representative of Jewry cannot 
be over-emphasized. Only recently, in a Montreal daily paper, reference was made, 
in editorinl comment, to the failure of the United States Government to co-operate 


with the british Government in solving the Palestinian problem, The failure was 


attributed to the powerful Jewish vote in the United States, this being election 
yoar, The assumption here appears to have been that the vast majority of Jews are 
Zionists and they may, this, exert a powerful influence in the eleftions. What 
mst, therefore, be stressed here = and it cannot be stressed too greatly - is that 
the Zionist vote is smell. In fact, anyone who claims the ability to deliver the 
Jewish vote is a charlatan, for the Jewish vote, is as mythical as the concept of 
purity of race. As there are white~skinned Jews in Canada, black-skinned Jews in 
Abyssinia, ond yellow-skinned Jews in China,.so different are the differences of 
political views among Jews, The Jewish vote is as great a myth as that stand-by 
of anti-Semites, the "Elders of Zion". . 


Hoving dealt with the shaneful aspects of the situation, and I wish I could 
dispose of it for all time, we have, still, to solve the problem of a haven for the 
Dispisced Jews of Europe, and as I see it, the solution is not an insurmountablo 
one, and is consistent with peace of the world as a whole, — 


AGAINST JEVISH STATE AS POSSIILE SOIUTION, 


4s Jewish State, I dismiss at once, both on Religious and on political grounds. - 
I have Jjealt with the religious aspects, Israel's right to oxistence does not lie 
in a Charter of King Soul, David or Solomon, but in the Charter delivered ot the 
foot of Mount Sinai, His banner is Sinaism and not Zionism - not a Jewish State, 
but the mopaegs in Deut vi,4, and Zech, xiv, 9, The vast majority of Jews tms ~ 
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regard themselves as a religious-commnity only, the members of which are united by 
their religion, a common tradition and history only and, thus, have a contribution 
to make to citizenship, They look upon the Holy Land as a religious and cultural 
centre; they are conscious of the special place of Palestine in these respects and, - 
thus, will support, and do, in fact, support, all developments in its cultural and 
relisious life; but they completely separate themselves from those who proclaim 
themselves as Jews by nationality or race, They hold that the Jews are citizens 

of the various countries in which they live, forming an integral part, and, 
nationally, owing allegiance to those couktries and to those countries only, 


TRAWS PRESS ATTENTION TO ERROR ON NAME, 


May I digress, here, for © moment and address my remarks to the representatives 
of the Press, I know you have erred unintentionally; but it would be more con- 
Siderate, 4nd also more in keepin; with correct reporting, if, in the future, you 
would not refer to the "Hatikva". sung recently in a Court of Law, in P,lestine, .by 
the eighteen men condemned for their terrorism; which is sung at Political Zionist 
mass meetings and at riots, as the "Jewish Anthem", It is Anthem of Political 
Zionism and of Political Zionism only, The National Anthem of the Jaw is the 
Nationol énthem of the country ih which he was born and in which he lives, His 
Religious Anthem is, also, not the "Hatikva", but Deut. vi, 4 = "Hear, 0 Israel, 
the Lord thy God, the Lord is One", 


Politically, there can be no Jewish State, and the sooner this is realized by 
11 concerned, the sooner will the problem be solved and, thus, sooner will come to 
cn end the terrible wanderings of the European Jew, Field-Marshal Sir Philip 
Jhotwode, described Palestine as "the jugular vein * the British Empire", and who 
can doubt it. The Suez Canal is the shipping artery; Lydda is the terminal of the 
air route to India; the oil pipeline, wh feeds the British Navy east of Alexandria, . 
terminates at Haifa; through Haifa runs the railway linking El Kantara, in Egypt, 
with Beirut in Syria; and, should 4 hostile power ever occupy the Dardanelles, 
Paxestine will be the most important flanking position in the Eastern Mediterranean - ~ 
Britain, and Britain alone, mist hold Palestine, 


Aside from any other consideration, as a British subject, I hold this equally 
important as a Jew, for, of this I am absolutely convinced: notwithstanding the 
reported proclamation of Rabbi Jesse Schwartz, executive director of the Zionist 
Organization of Canada, that Britain is a third class power, should the time ever 
arrive when the Jew should be left with one haven of refuge only, notwithstanding all 
democracies, that havaywill be under the British Flag and ywnder the British Flag 
Only. I have come to know the Inglish well, having lived with them intimately under 
a most trying time in.their history. 4A test of character is not behaviour at a 
formal luncheon, but under the trying conditions of war, and, under these conditions 
I have 1 dmch about them, They may have their shortcomings = and who is free 
of them? = but deeply ingrained in them is DECENCY, 


W © DIRECT RELIEF PLAN, 


The solution, therefore, seems to be the following: which was recommonded by 
The Jewish Fellowship at the 4nglo~/merican Commission of Enquiry on European Jewry 
and Palestine on Jan 30th, 1946. 


(a) Those who desire to remin in te countries to which they owe allegiance should 
be encouraged to do so under guarantee of full freedom and equality, ond with 
appropriate measures, where necessary, for their relief, rehabilitation and 
reinstatement. 


(b) ose who by reason of painful memories, or who for other causes, do not desire 
so to » Should, in common with other Displaced Persons, be given alternative 
opportunities of emigration and resettlement in other countries, including Palestine, . 


(c) Such emigration and resettlement should be the task of the United Nations 
Organization, and should be carried out, if necessary, on world-wide basis, 
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(a) Purther, the United Nations Organization should make itself responsible for 
eeing the rights of all persons referred to above, and for taking effective 
Stcps to prevent deliberate dissemination of anti-Semitic doctrines within the 


coun>ries of member states, 


No law has ever been devised, nor can a law ever be devised to make one person 
licve snother, but a law can be devised to operate, as it operates under the British 
F Ja, which will secure for the Jew, in all other parts of the world his right to 
ite; his freedom to practice his religion and enjoyment, with his fellowmen, of 
tne Truits of good citizenship. 


SU3G3UTS UNITED STATES TAKE 100,000 REFUGEES, 


Of the 10,750,000 Jews who remain in the world, after the slaughter of Hitler 
close to 6,000,000,well over 6,250,000 inhabit the English speaking countries - 
apyprs ximately, 5,000,000 are in the United States, 400,000 are in Great Britain; 
most of the remainder are in Canada ond elsewhere under the British Flag, and 
sort nly none of these regards himself as homeless. Among the remainder of the 
/.000, the grané total of Displaced Jews is not millions, Mr Chairman and 
ee pe but about 391,000 only, all of whom if scattered among the total 
poulstion of the United States, would be no more noticeable than one person mixed 
wih five hundred, I, therefore, respectfully suggest, that, in the high 
‘unanitarianism of President Truman in his desire to rescue the remnant of 
Suropean Jews would it not be immeasurably more simple and more peaceful to #11 
concerned, rather than add to the British trials in the Near East by suggesting 
ce itcy of another 100,000 Jews into Palestine, after which an additional 291,000 
Wwoule still remain to be dealt with,to request that the United States Government 
open her doors to all of the 391, 008, as has already been urged.by a number of 
a: stinpaished Christians in the United States, 


at its best, Palestine, situated as it is geographically is a very pregarious 
‘even, Rather than a sanctuary, it could readily become a death trap. I referred 
to She national awaking, there is the vast support of the Mohammedean world 
wisowhere, This cannot be dismissed lightly; nor considering their experience in 

insernational skili and intrigue, can one, with equanimity, disregard the recent 
& pcul of an anti-British Arab'group to the Soviet Government. Only recently 


~(Suly 31st) Mohamed Ali Jinnah, President, of the all-India Moslem Leagu 


tht, if Jewish immigration into Palestine is persisted in “one day their fate will 
be va arse that it was under Hitler", The extent to which this need is regarded is 
very doubtful, but, of this, I om thoroughly convinced: A Jewish State in 
Palestine means war, 
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GENERAL 


1. The expected rulease of the Jewish lead ~s and most of the 
AGATHA detainees took plac: on 5 Nov 46. gs The Jewi:!: reaction to this 
move on the wart of HMG wes more or less/anticipates, While admitting 
that it had achieved smet'i1ing in lessening the atmosphere of tension, 
it was pointed out that the act of detention was wrong in the first 
place and the releases coud only be regarded as a slight redress of 
the wrong. World Jewry, :.t is stated, is strengtheicd in its deter- 
mination to fisht for a Jc ish State, and nothing will relieve the 
"bitter despzir" cxisting ‘o-day among all Jews but “he revocation of 
the White Paper and the removal of all restrictions on immigration. 


2. Among, the conc usions of the meeting of ihe Inner Zionist 
Council on 29 Oct was a dciuneintion of terrorism. “Terrorism has 
never been counteninced by the Yishuv and is to be regarded as a 
crime. While there could be no question of a civi] war among Jews, 
the eradication of terror’ m will be achieved by ‘e‘ucational means. ° 
What in actual foot is meant by “educational means" “s not at all 
clear, but there is no cout that the recent increas. of terrorist 
activities has caused a good deal of consternation auoug the mjority 
of Jews in Palestine. Inieed, there is some evidence to show tht 
stronger measures have been contemplated and, if HM’. were to mke any 
substantial concessions on the subject of immigraticn, it is very 
probable that these measur.s would be used. 


30 The terrorists answer to the fnner Zior'st Council's 
declaration ~ a cynical sr er - followed quickly. ih. JERUSALEL: 
Railway Station was blown up the next day and this outrage has been 
succeeded by the now familiar tactics of road and mi? mining by nizht. 
A propasanda compaipn has een Jaunched apainst the .‘cwish leaders, 
who are referred to as quislings and whose sole intcccst is said to 
be the retention of their present positions even at ‘he cost of tho 
betrayal of World Jewry to the Mandatory Powere 4 rore serious 
denouement is the explosion in the British Embassy i: RCE, credit 
for which is claimed by the IRGUN ZWEI LEUMI. If J:\rish terrorism 
is to spread '' .-° to countries outside PALESTIN:, cspecially to 
one which has recently shev.n a large measure of symp: thy to the 
Jewish cause, then indeed i‘1e eradication of terroriz: will be a long 
and difficult operctione Such mniacal acts can in the ond only 
rebound on the heads of th. Jews themselves, and ali. «te sympathy 
for Zionism 


he An article, which recently appeared in "! 1c Times,” on 
the Army in Palestino, is : spublished in part as Par: II of this 
summary. It is hoped th. commanding officers will vive as much 
publicity to this as they cin, in order to remove sci of the miscon- 
ceptions and prejudices exi:t in the minds of the troops against 
nowspapermen in Palestine. 
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JEWISH AFFAIRS 


5. Internal political fever reached its climax on 28 Oct when 
Palestine Jewry went to the polls to elect its represcnt-tives for 

the 22nd Zionist Conzress. They weve the first world Jewish elections 
for seven years, and the Yishuv embarked on them: with a will. Shekels 
were sold to the extent of nearly half the Jewish population of Pales- 
tine, but because of certain trickery which was practised by some 
parties, only about 70% were used. The results are interesting, but 
hold no real surprises. The Iabour p.fty remins in power, though in 
slichtly diminished strength, a vote which is generally described by 
lxbour supporters as a vote of confidence in the national institutions 
and the policy of the Agency. 


6. The Revisionists participated in these elections for the 
first time since 1945. In consequence, no real estixte of their 
strength was possible. They polled nearly 30,000 votes or nearly 
15%. There is no doubt that their election campirn was partly 
responsible for this large increase in their strength, for it was of 
a dynamic nature seldom before encountered in Jewish politics. In 
acdition they offered «n intransigent policy designed to appeal to 
people who were embittered and convinced that HMG intended the 
destruction of Zionism. 


Te Nevertheless, Palestine is not an accurnte mirror in 

which to view world Jewish politics, for, as a Jewish \.seney spokesmn 
pointed out, Palestine attracts 2 definite type, "the L-bour Zionist, 
the idealist and the workers." Outside Palestine it is -\merica 

which holds power in the World Zionist Organisation, and America is 

a Goncral Zionist stronchold. In addition, in spite of the Revisionist 
pain in Palestine and the fact that South 4frica is stronsly Revisionist, 
it seems likely that that party will not hold more than 10% of the seats 
at the Zionist Congress. 


8. On 29 Oct the Inner Zionist Council met. It is reported 
that in the first session the Council heard reports on the London talks 
from KiPL.N and Rabbi FISHMAN. The second session was devoted to 
discussion and peyeparation of the resolution which was published on 

30 Oct. This resolution, which was passed at the end of a long 
session and which wis not: unaninous, de:1t with terrorism, 
immigration and the Jewish State; the first in o rather ephemeral way 
and the last two rather more practically. It stated thant the Council 
rejected terrorism as a political weapon, ond called upon the Yishuv to 
"isolate these sroups and to deny them all encourarcnoent, support and 
assistance." It his however been mde guite clear that on no account 
will physical action be taken against the terrorists, and that any 
action taken will take the form of educatiom1 reform This would 
scem to be rather a long term policy. 


9. . Other points in the resolution oxpressed Gecp disappointment 
at HiGts delaying tactics over immirration, anc dcep resentnent at 
Governnent's disresard for their mndatory oblisations to the Jewish 
peoples It teclared that the only solution to the problem of the 
Jewish peoplé and Palestine lay in the form tion ef - Jewish State. 

The resolution ended with an expression of cratitude to President TRUMAN 
for his and the United States' continued support for Jewish demands. 


10. The next move in this’gome of chess took place on 5 Nov;. 
when HMG announced the release of the Jewish lenders in L.TRUN, detained 
since Operation AGaTHA on 29 Jun, of o11 other AGTH. detainees without 
& proved criminal record and of . number of Arab renemmdes detained in 
the Seychelles. Simultaneously all curfews and road restrictions were 








lifted. Although the releases were bir news, the fact that they had 
been rumoured for sore two weeks before stole the thunder of the 
announcement. They were greeted with cynicism by the mjority, who 
were convinoed HMG was merely trying to do . bit of canny borppininge 


11. For most, the move simply save added weisht to the illeml- 
ity of the Defence Emergency Rezuletions. If the detainees could now 
be relersed without a stain on their characters, why were they originally 
detained? For a long time the detention of the Jewish leaders, al- 
though a sinnll matter compared with the larger issues, his been the 

m.in obstacle in the way of cooperation with HG. Now the release has 
come, and amid the rejoicings can be heard voices reitcrating that 

there can still be no cooperation with Governmacnt until unlimited 
immirration is granted. It is an endless rond, and one on which the 
Jews cxpect to pain everything and rrant no concessionse 


12. The lifting of the road restrictions and curfews was greeted 
with joy by the Yishuv, but not by the terrorists. For the latter it 
has been a serious blow, and has put a stop to their cheap methods of 
murder. Indeed, it is reported that already they have stated that 
road mininys: will cease. Their methods were successrul, though stereo- 
typed. They normlly cosisted of two chirres placed beside the road 
approximately 15 feet ap»rrt, aH@YExploded electrically from a distance 
as the military vehicle passed. “ This method could not foil. Mining 
of the railways now remins as the most profitable method of destruction 
and it has continued until 7 Nov, when night train services were can- 
cellode 


136 ; During the past months when onti-terrorist action by the 
Yishuv has so often been rumoured, the dissident sangs hove made it 
quite clear that if such action were taken, they would be perfectly 
Willing to Pight their ow countrymen for their richt to use violence. 
Now that the official institutions have condemned terrorism, it secms 
clear that the terrorists must reassert their authority and show that 
they will under no circumstences submit to .\sency discipline. 


1h. On 31 Oct, the British Embassy in ROME ws damaged by an 
explosion which also severely injured a passer-by. Investigations 
proved that a gang of tcrrorists were responsible, and after a few days, 
three Jews were arrested by the Italian police. 


156 It is reliably reported thet the IRGUN ZWEI LEUMI have ad- 
mitted responsibility for this outrage. It has alrendy been reported 
that the IZL are establishing branches in various countries in Europe, 
and it seems clear-that this is the beginning of . campaign directed 
against Britain outside Palestine, and more outrages chn be expected. 
The speedy arrest of three Jews, belicved to have been involved in the 
ROME outrage, is further evidence that the terrorists will find it far 
more difficult to do their damage on an away ground. 


ARAB AFFAIRS 


16. arab politics seem to be undergoin;: a period of quiescent 
reor;anis.tion, and no changes have disrupted the surface of the situ- 
ation durin the p.st two weeks. The reconstitution of the arcb Higher 
Committee, -s selected by the MUPPY and eresented to the members of the 
‘rab Hicher Committee during thei. visit $o .LEX.NIRIL. last month, has 
as yet to be officially announced. It remins clenr, however, that the 
MUFTI intends to offcr positions on the broadened Coriittee to .rab 
renegados, past and present. Meantime, persistent reports indicate 
that Haj Amin BUSBEINZ intends to leave Moussa /LJfI, Director of the 
Arab Office, out of the Committee. This decision is strongly opposed 
by Jamo HUSSEINI, acting Chiirmn of the present Committcce 
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17. The very fact that the Palestine robs ane eee hor By 
long time to dcelare themselves on this mit ter is, in itse a arp y 
tive of indecision, or division. nother point to be remembe x 
that.most leading .irab politicians in this country have Laem ° 
land commitments, and, after their lengthy absence in yee BR pe 
national aspirations my well be taking temporary second place 
‘private offairs. 


18. The release of the Jewish leaders caused much ees 
comment in Arab circles, despite the «nmesty crented to ema sas 
They claim that the release of their own countrymen was a calc “s a 
sop to camouflarse the Government decision to release the rat ‘ a 
of the Arabs bitterly reflect on the 10 years exile endured Pamphty 
the ex-rebels, and consider that this tcrm iit have been pact 
indefinitely, had not HMG been forced to conecde to the Zionis 7 


196 Altogether the Arabs, though na turn lly pleased poo herr 
amnesty granted to the exiled .rabs, fcel that | the British _ rie ah 
have yielded once arnin to Jewish pressure. -ny feclings ee ym 
are, therefore, subordinate to the bitterness cres.ted by wha ey 
consider to be a further defection by HG. 


20. On 3 Nov a clash occurred between Arabs and Jews in the 
arec. of EZ ZAWIYA 20628). The incident occurred as a result of : 
Jewish attempt to found a colony close to this Arab villages heer ee 
in « predominantly Arab area. It appears thet a large number ot = 
appeared durins the night of 2/3 Nov and, protected by armed piesa 
Settlement Police, they cormmeed to plough wie L nd and erect we . 
The Arabs in the area attacked the Jews and ficrce fighting ensued, 

as o reault of which 3 Arabs, including one Wortnny and two rac x 
including one policemn, were killed. There is little doubt pase c 
Jews hed title to the land, which pRebably hod been obtained cg 
unserupulous Arab land: doalers. Cperntions hive been suspended by 
the District Administration pending an inguiry into the case. 


21. Two days inter, durin: the early hours of 5 Nov, ee 
colony workers 2+ the new settlement of 1.SSUOzI IT2HAQ, near : i 
were attacked by a nuaber of armed Arabs. police patrol spoons 
on the scene before serious trouble developed, c using the .irabs to 


withdraw. 


22. Both incidents, reviewed in the light of ey sa arab 
propaganda directed appinst the acquisition of .r-b land by the Jews, 
may be forerunners of similar incidents. Indeed, one source reports 
that the ZAWIY/ incident might have been enrinecrod and inspired in 
SAPAD, 2 stronghold of Arab nationalism. 


PRESS AND PROPAGANDA 


236 MISHMAR, the organ of HASHOMER HiZ.IR, in an article on 

8 Nov, took up cudgels against the terrorists with particular refcrence 
to the blowing-up of the ROE Embassy. Pointinz out that Italy has 
only recently been rid of her ow Fascists, the paper states that the 
Italians, who have riven considerable help to Jews on their way to 
Palestine, will not "be pleased to see on her soil the fruits of foreign 
fascism" The HASHOMER HAZAIP has always taken «1 firm stand) arninst 
terrorish, and there is some meaning and force in this tirnde. 


2h. During the past week, since the Inner Zionist Council's 


denunciatian-of torroris:, most: papers have published inspired articles 
on thit subject. But they have a hollow sound. for the most part 
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they are based cn the fact that terrorism does an untold damage to 
the Zionist cause, not on the ethics of political violence. fhe 
PALESTINE POST, in a vehement harangue after the explosions in the 
curfew area of JERUSALEM and ot JERUSALEM Railway Station, even went 
so far as to say that "Yesterday's outrages in Jerusalem were less 
a challenge to the Mandatory Government than an attack upon the 
democratic institutions of the Yishuv." 


ILLEGAL DMMIGRATION 


256 & further Jowish attempt to bring illesal imizrants 

into Palestine was frustrated shortly after noon on 30 Oct, when RAF 
reconnaissance <ircraft sighted s.s. SAN DIMITRIO proceeding on a 
southerly course, East «2 CYPRUS. HM Destroyer CHIVALROUS intercepted 
the vessel at 1630 hrs tie same day, and witmes#ed the time-honoured 
drill of hoisting the Zionist flag and banners of defiance. The 
abandonment of deceptior on being discovered resulted ina host of 
immigrants pouring on deck, a mnoeuvre which caused the craft to 

list dangerously. ' 


26. On 31 Oct, two Spanish manbers of the crew left the ship 
just off BEIRUT, jumping overboard. They were picked up by one of 
HM Destroyerse They stated that the Master and several members of 
the crew were Spznish, and that they had been overpowered by the 
Jewish passengers who had taken over control of the ship. -\ccording 
to them, they were under the impression, that the ship was bound for 
BEIRUT, and the action o* the Jews came as a complete shock. At 
0800 hrs 1 Nov RN boardins parties boarded the dangerously listing 
craft shortly after entering the three-mile limit, and in . surpris- 
ingly short time they had it under control. It had been surmised 
that the Jews, reportediy armed with tear smoke bombs, would put up 
stiff resistance of the aature encountered in boarding FOUR FREEDOMS 
and PAIMACH. This ws not so. No doubt the immigrants realised 
that a 30 degrees list was no incentive to resistance, and preferred 
a quiet journey to HAIFA Port rather than a struggle for life in . 
the waters of the Mediterranean. 


27. The ship ws brought in to HAIFA {uay at 1135 hrs 1 Nov, 
and the transhipment to the OCEAN VIGOUR and EMPIRE BBYVOOD conrionedd 
almost immediately. Again there was little resistance, and the 
operation was completed by 1500 hrs, by which time both ships had 
set sail for CYPRUS. <A total of 1279 immigrants, including 787 
miles, 481 vemles, and 11 children, comprised the human cargo of 
SeSe SAN DIMITRIO, re-christianed LATRUN. 


28. The condition of the vessel was appalling, and it wis 
only by the grace of providence and calm seas that a shocking 
tragedy was averteds Had the vessel capsized, as at one time 
seemed likely, the loss of lives on board would have been immense. 
The Jews who organise the trips of these floating hulks, packed to 
capacity with Jewish inm:.grants, seem to have a nonchalant disregard 
for the common laws of s:fety. Nothing short of a miracle saved 
the SAN DIMITRIO from capsizing. Miracles my not be available 

to future attempts, anf che threataned tragedy my occur. Should 
it so hapven, the organisers will probably ‘blame it on HMG policy, 
and off-load responsibility for the tragedy on the broad shoulders 
of the British administrntion. One Jewish paper attempted to 
attribute the list of the SAN DIMITRIO to deliberate ramming, by the 
British destroyers 
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£9. ; Preliminary investigations reveal that the SAN DUTTRIO 
sailed from LA CIOTAT Bay, near MARSEILLES, a small port which has 
been used for the same purpose in the past. In fact, the Jews are 
believed to have established a small colony in the area, which acts 
as a staging point for intending Jewish omigrants for Palestine. 
According to one report, the Jews embarked under the supervision of 
French gendarmes. and set sail on 19 Oct. All ovailable space had 
been utilised to fit bunk accommodation, and the ship ws provisioned 
with tinned and preserved foodstuffs of American and Allied military 


origin. 


30. The arrival of this ship ws the sigml for the birth of 
a new Jewish attempt to circumvent the Defence Regulations of Pelcs- 
tine. Whilst the ship was transhipping the immigrants to the 
British shins in HAIFA port, an advocate served o writ of Habeas 
Corpus on the Government, Police, Navy ond Army, in respect of a 
Jewish immigrant on board. All efforts to locate the named im- 
igrant failed and the case wis dropped by the Jews. There is 
every indication, however, that this move will be repeated when 
another ship arrives. 
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PART II 
ARMY IN PALESTINE 
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The uae leading article wis ziven ovrominence in "The 
TIMES" of 1 Nov 16. 


"In the succersive .aves of terrorisn «hich have sient 
over 2<clestine since it was vl:ced uncer British Mandrte 
after the irst World War, little publicity his been riven to 
the unenviable position of the British -arrison troons. Yet 
in all its history the British Army hes seldom had duties so 
delicate or so dissatisfying. It fizhts no open wer, ~nd 
therefore its hands are tied; at the same time it has to 
meet skill and deception 2nd a hostility more insidious thon 
direct rttack. Should its individucl members, throurh frus- 
tration, then give rei-n to emotional imulsec, it receives 
rigid criticism from its own side. The ~rmy is the richt 
arm, sometimes .lmost the whole body, of the Government, but 
it crnnot be the controllin;: br-in or enjoy freedon to do .s 
it mirht think fit. ‘ 

“he British administr-tion in P.lestine is not milit-ry 
but civilian, in spite of wht is often snid to the controry. 
The Hirh Commissioner, thoush himself ~ soldicr of lonm exocr- 
ience .nd well awnre how the soldier feels, tries deliberxicly 
to sec problems as a civilian and to temper cared stratey 
with political consciousness. Serving milit-ry men rercly 
understand politics, nor claim to do so; and politics «rc 
more difficult in Palestine than almost anywhere else in the 
world. The civil Government is in authority over the army, 
but the details and the execution of its directives must be 
left to the military commanders. Divergences sonetines 
creep in, just xs in the army itself inst-nces o.n be found 
of lower ranks failing to observe feithfully the orders they 
have had from ~bove. 


In time of pence armed forees are mint-.ined to carry 
out - civilian policy; snd the world knows thot what Palestine 
lncks sbove 211 else is . policy. Dilirent search for « 
politic .l formule soes one Until it is found, the army is 
without proper suidance, and yet it is .n indispensable min- 
stay of the interim Government. When « volicy has been vound 
the means whereby it will be tested and finally estcblished 
will still depend largely on military support, because it will 
probebly have to be imposed. Since it must take shxpe in some 
form of compromise between the Arabs and the Jews, resist:nce 
of some kind will come from both sides. Without compromise, 
with o final decision in favour of cither Arab or Jew, then 
the losinr side must be expected to hnve resort to force, ~7-inst 
which only foree will count. 


Becsuse the British parrison is so essential it is import- 
ant to know emotly where it stands in the country todny. Bricf- 
ly, the military are unpopular with the Jews, and the Jews cre 
unpopular with the military. ©The amy is caucht inevitably in 
& vicious circle of terrorism, curfews, sexrches, -rrests, 
interrorations, detention, deportation, compldints of oppression, 
mutunl persoml hostility between citizen and soldicr. Jews and 
Arabs ond British will never agree which of these stavros or 
antagonisms comes first. Tho amy is stretched round the circle, 
and nothing but 1 wise and determined political plan will break 
the sequencee : 


. [2vaccces 


-2= 


The army and the Jews rub up arninst one another, 
and rub the wrong way. The ary is required to 
establish the road blocks, search the houses, inmose 
the curfews, fence off the buildinzs, .nd effect the 
arrests of persons later to be detnined without trical. 
This detention without tricnl is not the responsibility 
of the army; it is merely one more senjacnt in the 
vicious circle. Includins xbout 300 men who herve been 
deported to Eritren, more thin 1,000 persons are now in 
detention campse- Some are still the subject of investi- 
rations. The reminder are being "-dninistrmtively 
detained," as the expression now socs, which means that 
they are beins held on suspicion. 


No one here likes the taste ov this, but ncith:r 
the military nor the les>1 brenchcs of the administretion 
can find an altcrnative to it in free of tcrrorism wWhat- 
ever the cause of terrorism my be, it is their task to 
prevent it. They find it almost imoossible to brins 
arrested men to trial, because no one will sive evidence 
for the prosecution, and they have hrd to rearrest many 
whom they had once released. The sintle member of the 
terrorist eanz who died in the attack on the Kine Invid 
Hotel was identified os a man who had been released but 
hid to report to the police every dxye He reported 
dnily while preparing for the outrage. This sort of 
experience his mide the Government reluct-nt to release 
detained men on parole. 


As the most obvious and vulnereble bink in this 
chain, the soldicr is unpopular. Sometimes he arrravates 
the public tension by beins heavy handed. He wears 2 
military uniform, and he has norml1 personal feclinrs. He 


, lives in the same tensions He is ecually a prey to the 


restrictions and is equally irritsted rt hivins to erect 
barbed wire and barricades ~nd be ever on suard behind 
them; and he finds no pleasure in mrryin= a rifle wher- 
ever he socs when off duty, t.kine cre never to walk 
alone. When he lets his mind dwell on the murcers of 
his comrades in this country, he becomes plainly hostile. 


This explains, if it does not cxcuse, any sirns of 
anti-Semitism amon: the British troops in Palestinee" 
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Part I - Current Affairs. me 
Part II - "The Most Hunted Man in Palestine 
GENERAL , 
1. The most important item of interest during the vast fortnisht 


has been the further large increase in Jewish terrorism which has 
resulted in considerable loss of life, the destruction of buildings 

and a temporary breakdown of railway communications. The ~eneral 
public - of all communities - is seriously »erturbed by this 
indiscriminate campaign of murder and banditry and is wonderins anxiously 
how much longer HMG is prepared to tolerate these conditions without 


_ instituting punitive countermeasures, especially in view of the "private" 


reprisals which were taken against Jews in TEL AVIV on 18 Noverber. It 
is interesting to note that this incident ws ~iven remarkably mild 
comment by Jewish officials and their press. 


2. <% is clear that more active steps to combat terrorism are being 
considered by the Hagana, althouzh they still shrink at the thoucht of 
a Jewish "Civil war". Evicently such measures are also being 
anticipated by the IRGUN, who.are reported to have threatened the 
direst reactions to any attempt to hindex their activities. _ However, 
it is emphasised that any active operations by the Hapana are still in 
the plannin= stave anc may remain there inderinitely. 


3e Officially, the Arabs refuse to believe that we cannot ston 
terrorism if we choose and insist that we are conniving at it, either 
because of Zionist influence in Government circles or in order to avoid 
a settlement and thereby prolong our sojourn in the Holy Land. 
Privately, they are happy to see the damage the Jews are inflicting on 
their own causee In there own politicai sphere there is little to 
report beyond the meetings, which are just berinning in EGYr®, of the 
Arab Higher Executive and the Council of the Arab Leasue. 


he An article, which recently appeared in an Amcrican newspaper is 
republishec as Part II of. this newsletter. It is written by a Jew 
and purports to describe a meeting with the head of the STERN Group. 


Sewish Affairs. 


5e Durins; the past fortnight it has been reported that the London 
Conference, oririnally to be reconvened on 16 December, it to be post- 
poned until January 1947. This would further facilitate Jewish 
attencance at the conference, as there would otherwise be constderable 
cifficulty, owing to the session of the Zionist Congress Cue to start 

on 9 December, and which normally lasts for some two wecks. It is clear 
that the decision on Jewish attendance at the conference can only be 


' taken by the Zionist Congress, anc this subject will occupy an important 


place on the azenda. 

Dr. MOSHE SNEH, head of the Agency's Security Department, visited 
LONDON this week on his way from AMERICA %o SWITZERLAND for the Zionist 
Congresse In IfNDCN, ho stated that the Concress woul ¢ almostcertainly 
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We cice against attendance at the LONDON tals, unless HYG agreed to base 
them on a "viable (lit: able to live) Jewish State". On the subject of 
terrorism, Dr SNEH reiterated that the HAGANA vas the Jewish Community, 
while the IRGUN and the STERN were Gissicent groups. ven if compelled 
to use force, the HAGAN/. woulc not break the Eighth Commandment as the 
terrorists have done. 

In spite of SNEH's statement, it is coubtful if the Jews would 
again refuse to join the talks. The obstacle may be the intransigence 
of the American General Zionist mjority at the Congresse SILVER, with 
his eye on the Presicency, is preachin~ an extreme polisy- It is an 
interesting comment on american championship of the Jewish cause, that 
on 19 November, the /sncrican Department of Justice issued depcrtation 
orders against 1800 ocrsons, most of them Jewish, who took ref'uce in 
America during the war. 


6. The serious increase in terrorism anc loss of ‘life during the past 
fortnizht, belics any statements made by the GENCY, the RARBINATE or 
the HAGANA that an enti-terrorist nolicy of any nature is being implemented. 
In two outreges in JERUSALEM alone, 10 police lost their lives. One was 
of a particularly Ciabolical nature which has not beon usec for some years: 
a reported arms cc.che which hac been booby-trarped. The military too, have 


suffered, mainly from Looby-trapped minese ‘here are numerous daily reports 


that the HAGANA is ebout to take action but it is virtually impossible to 
distinguish between the cenuine and inspired report. 


7 It has long been evicent to the observer that the terrorists have 
got completely out of hand. Even the Jawish Accncy seems to realise the 
provocation under which the police anc military worl, and its denunciation 
of the police reprisals in TEL { on 18 November was relatively mild. 
Repeated statements that the Tote ttn no account involve themselves in a 
civil war seem to preclude the use of force, which alone u cer present 
circumstances can stop terrorism. The recent shooting o® .two Jews in 
TSL AVIV by terrorists however, incicates that the dissicent groups 
themselves are not afraid to precipitate internal strife. 


ARAB APFATRS 


8. Although Palestine Arab politics seem to be undergoing a pericé 
of inertia there have been certain activities which have prevented them 
from complete stagnation. The youth leacers R\FIQ TAMIMI, an? MOHAMED 
EL HUWARI of the NAJADA, are belicved to have paid a visit to HGYPY early 
this month to Ciscuss the future of the Arab Youth Organic.tica wiih the 
MUFTI. Although there is no Gcfinite inCication of the outconeof the 
talks, it is considerec that they achievec arreeient on the question of 
the future policy of the Organisation. Strenzth to this assumtion 
may be gauced from the interview which HUW.RI -ave to an Avab newspaper 
shortly after returninge He claimed that the NAJJADA and FUTUWA 
continued to express their will to unite under one leadership and one 
constitution, and he hoped that the charter of the new or-anisation 
woule be drawn up during the coming month. 


9. Despite this announcement, HAWARI is havin’ trouble persuading 
sone of his leaders to sage kindly on the MUFPTI's Cccrec ol merger. rf It 
is renorted that large numbers of NAJJADA in the JERUSALEM arca have 
Cesertec to the ranks of the FUTUWA which is gracually increasing its 
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strensth at the exoense of its "brothcr" “roupe 


10. The local .irabs contjnue to make fantastic claims as to the strength 
and potential of their prized youth groups, but they are prone to err on 
the side of exazveration. The true state of affairs is less striking by 
far than their clains. It must be remembered that NATTADA and FUTUWA aro 
both new organisations, ane as such must not be over assessed» 


ll. “MAL HUSSEINI is reported to have left for CAIRO for further 
Ciscussions with the MUFTI. He may be joined later by EMILE GHOURI and 
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AHMED HILMI PASHA of the Executivee These conversations of the .irab 
Hicher Executive at the MUFTI's resicence in CAIRO coincice with the 
mectins of the Council of the Arab Leazuey now taking: place in that 

city. Yo Coubt the Palestine Arabs will avail themselves of this 
opportunity of placin: their claims anc cormlaints before the council. 
Their Cisacreement with the Arab Learcuc's Palestine policy is cefinite 

as is heir Cisapproval of the paucity of Ara» assistance to their 

lanc incemnification scheme. Their cesire to exmrcess this Cis- 
aggreement anc Cisapproval is positive; therefore there imy be some plain 
speaking in the forthcomins sessions of the Arab Leazue. 


12. Disagreement amonzst the various members of the Bxecutive is 
reported to be on the increase anc is cue in no small-part to the 
suspicions entertained by some regarding the wotives behind JAMAL's 
policy. Though consicered by imartial observers to be the ablest 
Arab politician at present in PALESTINE, he is suspected by fellow 
members of possessint 2 pro-British orientation. This is h-rcly a 
true aoyreciation on the part of this faction, but no Coubt they are 
apprehensive of any policy less extreme thgt the most e treme. At 

a press talk Curine the past weck, JAMAL ace the rather sisnificant 
announccnient: that the arab leacers Ceprecated the caspaisn lodred apainst 
them secretly anc openly by "the enemy". Obviously the allusion 
containec a fair amount of personal conviction, and coulc be construed 
as an attac’ onthose who are undermining the work of JAMAL himself. 
However, it is believec that his popularity is on the wane, and there 
is no doubt that several of the more powerful Arab politicians would 
welcome his removal from the political scence 


Press and Propazanca. 


13. Although there is a lack of physical action against the 
terrorists, there is no lack of anti-terrorist propa:andn. In most 
cases it takes the form of mild denunciations. A story appeared in 


the Palestine Post soon after the blowin:-tap of the JERUS..Li! Railwey 
Station, claiming that a member of the HiGilA had been killec in the 
area while attempting to remove the bombs. Only the very -ullible 
believee. this story, anc on the next Cay, Hia'sRETZ, the ALTYs 
HADASHA newspaper, Cisposec of it as a fabrication in n> uncertain 
terms. This is an easy anc cheap wey of attempting to convince the 
world that the HAGAN. is pulling its weisht in the anti-terrorist 
campairne 


4h. MISHMAR, the organ of HASHOMER HiZAIR, continucs to be the 

most outspoken. Statins that words anc denunciations are not 

sufficient, the poper asks that full support should be civen to an 

active campaign against the dissident fow. "There are quartcrs trying to 
frighten us by saying that 2 campaicn against terrorism would result in 
civil war ......-. things have reachec such o stare that terrorism cannot 
be eliminatec without wazins a war against it. The alternative we are 
now facinz is both tragic and simple; we cither overpower tcrrorisn, 

or terrorism overpowers us." 


15- There has been the usual number of illegal pamphlets appearing. 
The IRGUN anc the STERN GROUP oblizinzly issue a resume of their 
activitics from time to time, at the saic time they continue to inveizh 
against the more mocerate of the community, an¢ have recently posted 
pamphlets in TEL ..VIV, in which they assure the HiGANA that any attacks 
asainst them will be met with bullets anc that they will not brook any 
interfcrence with their activities. KOL ISRAEL has made the requisite 
number of attacks on the terrorists but at the same ti e launched/violent 
tivade apainst the police for their reprisals in TEL AVIV on 18 November. 


Iljegal Immigration. 


16. There have been no Cetected cases of illesal immigration during 
the period reviewed, althouch the past few days have brouvht about a 
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recurrence of rumours connected with the arrival of more ships. These 
rumours, generally sponsored by Jewish sources, are put abroad to 

create consternation in official circles. The peculiar feature of them 
is that they often presaze the actual arrival of such ships. 


he 


dee Jewish feelinzs rerarding the immizration qucstion have not 
relaxed one iotae It remains the basis of Jewish pleas anc appeals 
anc is the cause of most Jewish emotional outhursts. It is the one 
subject on which the YISHUV is wholly unitec. 


18. The sranting of 1,050 certificates from the November and 
December quotas to Jewish illegal immizrants in the CYPRUS Camps has 
evinced qualified Jewish approval. However, the majority claim that 
this gesture by HMG is too little and too late. Soue have even 
suggested that the quotas for the next 6 months should be made available 
now, for the purpose of bringing all the CYPRUS immigrants into 
PALESTINE before winter. This propitious zesturc would, it is claimed, 
remove the fear from the heart of the Jews and Cissipate the tension now 
prevailing in the YISHUV. It woulc demonstrate HMG's willinmmess to 
recomnise the humanitarian principles involved, anc sive strenth to 

the orderly section of the country to assert its authority. 

19. Such a suggestion, made with complete seriousness, indicates the 
worlzings of the Jewish mind. If HMG reacted to it the Jews would 
accept, and immeCiately fill their ships and CYPRUS with more immigrants. 
It inust be realised that the Jew considcrs that he is not bound by any 
rules in the game of illegal immigration, and he will continue to play 
it his way. 


20. The granting of certificates to the immisrants,in CYPRUS, it is 
believed, somewhat eascd the tension in those camps, although the inmates 
declared a 2h hour "hunger strike" on 15 November as a »rotest against 
their continued detention. 


Milena, by lA 
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PART II - "THE MOST HUNTED MAN IN PALESTINE by GEROLD FRANK. 
Extracted from "Liberty" ("The magazine of 2 free people"); An American 
publication. 

Everyone in Palestine ‘mows the Cafe Pilz. It is the ost famous 
of Tel-Aviv's 400-odd cafes, a rendezvous as typical of the country as 
the Hotel Astor is of New York. It was at the Pilz that I sat alone 
waiting for a stranger to lead me to the hide-out of the most hunted man 
in Palestine - Nathan Friedman - Yellin, archterrorist, leader of the 
Stern Group. 


A week carlicr in Jerusalem, a serious young man had introduced 
himself to me at the King David Hotel and questioned me cautiously. 
Hadn't I sent a number of dispatches on terrorism? Presently he steered 
me into an adjacent room where we were alone. "Look", he said. “Would 
you like to meet the leader of one of the resistance grouns?" "Which one?" 
I asked. He said, "The Fighters for Frcecdom of Isracl." 


Now, the Fighters for Freedom of Isracl, co:monly known as the Stern 
Grouv, is the smallest and most extreme of the three underground organ- 
isations in Palestinee The Hagana, the recosnised, responsible 
resistance movement of Palestine Jewry, numbers virtually every able- 
bodied man and woman. The Irgun Zvai Leumi, or National liilitary 
Organisation, is a small secret extremist group which seeks to sabotage 
British military strength in Palestine. But the still more secret, more 
implacable Sternists, said to number only a few hundreds, are engaged in 
a desperate no-holds-barred fight against the British who, they charge, 
are foreign aggressors occupying Jewish soil by force. The Stcrnists 
stop at nothing. It was two Sternists, Eliahu Hakim, 18, and Eliahu 
Tsouri, 21, who assassinated Lord Moyne, British Minister Resident in 
the Middle East, in Cairo; it was Sternists whoatteinpted to 
assassinate Sir Harold MacMichael, former High Commissioner, in 
Jerusalem; who raided the British Sixth Airborne military Cepot last 
summer, killing seven soldiers; and who too’: the joint responsibility 
with the Irgun for the tragic bombing of the King David Hotel in July - 
an act bitterly repudiated by all Jewish leaders in Palestine and from 
which the Hagana exlicitly disassociated itself. For the capture of 
Friedman-Yellin, dead or alive, the British offer £2,000 reward. 


While I was consicering this invitation, my friend outlined the 
plan. If I was seated at a wall table in the Cafe Pilz in Tel Aviv 
at, say 11 am., Monday, a man would approach me and introcuce himself 
as "Mr. Liberty". It would then be a matter of an hour or SO «+-ee-- 
I agreed. It was a unique opportunity to hear the Sternist point of 
view - a chance no correspondent could turn down. 


At the appointed hour I walked into the Cafe Pilz. Three couples 
were having a late breakfast, two British officers were lounving at the 
bar, and on the terrace a woman was Iknittins industriously. I sat dow 
at a table alons the wall and stucicd thc menu. 


A few minutes later I looxed up to see a smilins youn man, hatless, 
black-haired, and powerfully built, cominz towards mee He stretched out 
his hand. "I am Mr. Liberty," he said and sat down. His next words were 
totally unexpected: "Have you ever been to England?" I saic yes, in 
1936. "Good", he said. "My name is Paul Dove. You kmew me in London ~- 
when I was & student. Now you are in Palestine and you have looked me 
up» Yes?" 


I was digesting this when a pretty young blonde came up to our table. 
Mr. Dove rose, smiling. "This", he said, placin™ his arm about her waist, 
"is my wife. I asked her to come along so it looksbetter." Then: "I 
am happy to tell you I shall be with you until scven o'clock, when I will 
take you to your appointment." 
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"Seven o'clock!" I exclaimed. This was ~ new Gevelopment. "That's 
impossible", I saic flatly. "I nust be back in Jerusalem this afternoon". 
Mr. Dove looked acutely distressed. "I am very sorry," he said, "but 
those are the orders and they cannot be chanxed." 
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He spoke with such finality that I was taen abacke Sucdenly I 
recalled that Friecdman-Yellin reportedly never showce himself in daylight. 
Obviously, the idea was to keep me under such surveillance until the last 
moment, lest I tip off the police or wittin-ly or unwittinsly lead them 


direct to Friedman-Yellin. I lookeé at Mr. Deve. "What are we 

' supposed to do for the next eivht hours?" His face brivhtcned. "Please", 
he said, "do not worry. I heve arrangeé an exccllent prorramme". He 
turned to a waiter. "Three teas, please." 


Toward noon we left the Pilz, takins a ca» to a small hotel ina 
town some distance away where the three of us lunchcc pleasantly. We 
dozcee in the sun until-four o'clock, then anothcr cab took us to the 
private home of « patriarchal ~cntlceman who seve us tea and a thorough 
briefing on housing, population enc taxes. Half an hour later we were 
whisked off arain, but without Irs. Dove, who hec left us to prepare 
Cinner for their six-ycar-old son. Mr. Dove anc I were taken on a tour 
of classrooms, and finally found ourselves bac’: in Tel Aviv shortly 
before seven o'clock. Now, in the darkness, Mr. Dove took my arm ond 

we strolled alons until we cameto a small book shop. There we stopped. 
It was two minutes to seven. 


Mr. Dove askec me to stand so that the wincow illumination made me 
clearly visible. Suddenly, a note of suppressed excitement in his voice, 
he said, "If you walk to the corner behinc us, you will finc an 
automobile waiting to your risht. Go into the back seat without hesitation." 
He walked rapidly away. I obeycu. an .ounc. on autoxobile, motor running, 
doors open, waitins about fiftenn feet from: the corncr of the dark side 
street. As I stoppec to enter is, I wes conscious of men emerging from 
the shadows anc convergins upon re. It was cs thouvh this was a Hitchcock 
mystery film and I the cameraman lookin Cown fro. a rreat height, perhaps 
a roof, into a car street, to sec conspirators converging from 411 
directions upon 2 weitins cutomobile. Then I wrs inside, two men were 
deated on cither side cf me, the doors closed, snd we were off. 


I was surprised to find the mon on my risht vos Mr. Dove. "Here" 
he said, "put these one" "These" were a pair of spectacles with cloth 
covered lensese- I put them one I could see nothings. 


I was in a state of curious unreality. I listened to the echoes of 
our motor as we movec swiftly throuvh the nicht. We were passing 
throuzh a street of shops or houscs. Then we were in open country. I 
heare only the motor's steacy hum, anc now anc thuii 2 sharp flap as we 
passed a lone builcins. We mace many turns. Then we were in a city 
again, but whether it wes Tel Aviv or 2 near-by tom, whether I was ten 
miles from the book shop or around the corner , I Go not imow. Twenty 
iinutes more and the car halted. I stumble¢ out; Mr. Dove gpuiced 
me up steps. A Coor creakee somewhere aheac of nes I hearé a woman's 
low voice. I was lec forwaré four or five steps to the right; another 
Goor opened. Despite my Car’: glasses, I was conscious of a great light. 
We took two steps forward and a door closed behind use 


Mr. Dove removed my glasses. I blinked asainst the light. We were 
in a room about fourteen by sixtecn feet. A larce cloth covered table 
in the centre, spreac with food - hor d'oeuvres, sandwiches, cakes, a 
huge bowl of fruit. Mr. Dove put out his hand. "Now I must leave you," 
he said. "Gooc-bye and sood luck." ‘The door closec behin¢ him. 1I- 
looked around. There were two chairs on either side of the table. On 
the woll hung a large family tintype, but I coulc mke nothing from the 
faces of the mn, woman an¢ childe I re:crbercd an old photograph of 
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Friedtan-Yellin I'éc seen in the Palestine Post files. It showec a 
slicht bespectacled man who, the caption said, hac been born in Poland 
and once edited a weekly called The Deed. In 19). he and other 
Sternists tunnelled their way out of Latrun prison camp in a daring 
escapes 


At this moment the Goor openeé anc Nathan Priccman-Yellin walkec 
in briskly. 


He wes a surprisingly bis man. He wore 2 neat black suit, a 
white shirt, a Cark tie. He was carryins;a sheaf of papers. He 
shook hanes firmly, without a wor, then walked sround to the opposite 
side of the table so that he faced mee He “esturcd for me to sit 
down, and then sat down himself, placing his payers carefully before hin. 
"T am clad to meet you," he said. 


He spoke Enzlish haltingly, in a thin high voice. I stared at 
him. He was obviously diszuiscd. His eyes were half concealed 
behind massive shell-rimmed spectacles. But it ves the lower part of 
his face that fascinated me. Fric@man-Yellin -wsi be in his late 
thirties, but the lower half of his face was th.t of a boy of twenty - 
wrinklelees, placid, roundcheeked, with perfect tccththat seemec almost 
too full vor his mouth. A man nicht look lie that I thoucht, if 
his face had once been smashee in a accident anc rebuilt by plastic 
surrery. Had it not been too fantastic, I woulc hive told nyself, 
this man's wearing a mask - this isn't his face atall. 


He had been studyins his papers. Now he looted up with » faint 
smile. "T am familiar with everythins you have written about us, ui 
believe," he began. "T must tell you therefore that you have made a 
number of errors. In December 1944, you wrote in the American 
publication, the Nation, that the mjority of our members are Polish 
born, also that many are deserters from the Polish army. Neither of 
these statements is true." Precise anc unhurricd as a schoolmaster, he 
cite¢ chapter and verse. - I had once describec the Sternists and the 
Irgun Zvai Leumi - he quoted the words - cs a "bizarre conglomeration 
of youn-sters in their teens and veteran terrorists, combining the 
technique with the posturings of comic opera." 


Frictman-Yellin lookedc at me. I felt very uncorfortable. WT 
do not thin:: that is a proper Gcscription," he saic nildly. Nc® was 
it true that his followers “extorted" money froin ~erchantse "We Co not 
use American ganzster methods," he sada. TI hac written too, that the 
Sternists had only 150 to 200 memberse He shook his head. "We have 
many more than that." He spent at lcoast five minutes straightening out 
the record. Then he poured some comac into two «lasses and pushed 
one toward mee His hanc tremblec slishtly. He wet lips with the 
liquor, an¢d resumed ; “Let me first mke this statement to you: Our 
link with our lané is a link of blood, not of ink. We are fighting 
arainst extermination. We need =" 


From somewhere came the sound of a muffled imock. I heard foot- 
steps in the hall outside. I looked-at the coor. There had been a 
thin sliver of light just above it. Now it was “one. I sensed people 
about, waitins tensely. Fricdman-Yellin's head was up anc he was 
listening. Then came a woman's voice, a shuffling of feet rain. The 
thin sliver of lisht re-appeared. 


"We need a Jewish Governnent," Friedman-Yellin went on calmly, "to 
concentrate in our land millions of ritn ané women who long to com here. 
Our brethren in Europe arc now objects of philanthropy. In Palestine 
they will be membors of a nation, in dignity." 
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He continued steadily. The Jewish right to Palestine could not be 
debated any more than the French right to France, or Britain's risht to 
the British Isles. A nation belonged to that soil on which it came into 
existance, from which sprang the "National consciousnesse" It was there- 
fore "both painful and comic to condition the destiny of our homeland upon 
this or that meaning of a British declaration, or of a mandate, or of a 
decision by an Anglo-American committee." 


He paused, and I managed to get my first question. "lir. Pricdman - 
Yellin, how do you justify terrorism?" He drummed gently on the table. 
"We are not terrorists," he said. "Terrorism is an attempt to 
intimidate one into acting counter to justice or morality. In our acts 
there is no nore terrorism than in the acts of any fichters for freedom 
in any land, whether it be Italy at the time of Guribaldi, or America at 
the time of Washington, or France at the time of Nazi occupation. It 
is the British who are the terrorists here: they seck to intimidate us, 
to frighten us from doing our duty and fishtins for our right to exist. 
Their rule is a rule of terror. The instruments of that rule arc 
torture, concentration camps, imprisonment without trial anc cierzency 
laws. " 


"Whether your acts are terrorism or not", I said, "why do you use 
violence? Why was Lord Moyne assassinated?" 


"Lord Moyne had much to answer for", he said slowly. "As the man 
responsible for British policy in the ifiddle East, he ka@ the blood of 
many innocent hundreds on his hands. As for us, our enemy fishts us 
with every possible means, so we must fight back with every possible 
means. We iwst strike at the enemy at every place where we are able to 
meet him, and since we are the smaller force, we must determine where 
the place of meeting is to be. Thus we must usc the elenent of 
surprise." . 


Now anc then there was the samc muffled ‘mock, the samc blacking 
of the corridor light - but at no time were we disturbed. I was hungry, 
and interrupted my note-taking longs enough to cat several small sandwiches 
and drink some beer. But Friedman-Yellin touched no food. He spoke 
steadily, without pause, as if his words were lonz preparcad.e At 
intervals he moistened his lips with cognac. " We have tricd to fircht 
in other ways}' he said. "We have tried petitions, speeches, appeals - 
all with no result. History has taught us that people achieve their 
rights only by fighting. So it was with the thirtccn colonies. S5o it 
was in Ireland. Do not think we would not prefer to use our cuncrgics 
to build and construct, to ficht against the desert and diseasce We 
would prefer not to blow up a building containing guns to be used a~ainst 
us, not to talké the life of a man who has been ordered to take our own." 
He adjustec his spectacles carefully. "Tf, to enjoy the present, we 
forget the perspective of the future and blind ourselves to the horror of 
the >ast, we or our children will suffer the Cestiny of all Jews who have 
livec as minorities everywheree We cannot stop our fi~ht." 


"Weren't the British in Palestine as a result of the Balfour 
Declaration and the Mancate for Palestine," I asked. “As the mandatory 
power, weren't they obliged to mintain order? Did he not recoenise 
British rights in Palestine, a British mandate?" 


"British rights?" His voice rose for the first time. "We Jewish 
sons of Palestine fought for our country's independence lons before there 
was & Balfour Declaration. Palestine is a Jewish land and its sos need 
no British declaration to tcll them so. That was only a piece of 
British imperialism which they used for their own ends. British rishts!" 
He repeated the words. "To accept British rirhts in Palestine is to 
accept the Machiavellian theory that micht makes richte We ‘mow way Britain 
is in Palestine as an outlet for her oil pipe line, as a strate~ic base 
for her imperialism. But what are these for “ritain? They are luxurics. 
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And what is Palestine for us? It is the er uson which we stand, 
the air we need for breath. Shall we accent 2 death sentence for our 


‘nation because the British want luxuries at the expense or cur life? 


Suoh a demand is immoral{" 


He rose and walkec slowly back anc forth. "Once Dritain thousht 
i®@ wos her richt to make the United States a Dritish colony and pay her 
taxes. But the Americans thousht otherwise. Were they not correct? 
Has not history hailed them?" 


"America ig a great Gemocracy," I saids "Do you thin’: the 
approach of your group is a Cemocratic one?" 


Friecman-Yellin caressed his round boyish chin. "ic “now there is 
a struscle in the worlc to-day between totalitarianisi and Cenocracy," 
he said. "But if we are not allowec to exist in this worlc, we are 


not interestec. in that strugele. If a man is starving anc a well fed 
man asks him about the merits of a meat Ciet acainst a vervctable dict, 
what will he say?" He paused, anc seated himself avain. "The 
British certainly cannot talk about deinocracy. Do they rcisn on the 
basis of Cemocracy in India, Burma or Malaya? There, millions oppose 
them and yet they, the few, rule over the many. The British govern- 
ment on our Palestine soil is a criminal sovernment oppressing us by 


force against our will. Fither we shall throw them out of valestine, ot 
they will throw us out. That is the aim written on our banners." 


"But you are completely outnumbered," I said. "Do you exnect to 
defeat the entire British Empire?" "The outnumberce Irish foucht the 
British anc won," he said. "We know the enemy is stronver, but there .: 


are facts which mke a correction in our favour. Our fizht is a firht 
for life; our back is to the wall; we have no possibility of rctreat. 
We arc fishting for the right while the enemy is fichting for ignoble 
interests. He trices to paint us cs terrorists anc criminals. But we 
are not. We are icealists.e When our men stance before military courts 
they are the accusers, not the accused. “hey receive Ccath sentences 
with songs on their lips and they go to.the gallows sinrins. Our men 
have been tortured anc beaten, but they have not riven avmy our secrcts. 
They have asked no rewards - not a word of pity, not « sing jle bombastic «« 
funeral. They know how to live in annonymity, to fight in anonymity, 
to give their lives in gemonymity. Such men make revolutions. They 
will cxecute the greatest revolution in the history of our nation. They 
will ensure freedom in our land. We say that all free men should 
support them." 


I recognisec the same impassioned note that had been sounced in the 
speeches of Sternists anc Ireun members at their trials, speeches 
described in dispatches by a phrase censorship mace popular, "political 
haranguee" It is true each member knows only two or three other 
members?" ; 

"A man who come to us as a cancicate !mows only the mn who brought 
hime Then we investigate him. Later - that Ccpenés on his assignment 
as to how mny others he works withe In fishtin~ sroups, he must lnow 
many, of course." : 


s 


"Where Go you get your weapons?" 


"We buy them and we raid British depotse We do our ow repairs." 
I asked, "Why do you not accept the Ciscipline of the recomised Jewish 
spokesman for Palestine?" 


"We are not responsible to anyone for what we Go or when we co it," 
Friedman-Yellin declared. "We take orders from no. ene. We are Jewish sons 
of Palestine fightins for the incepencence of Palestine - of all Palestine, 
on both sides of the Jordan. I repeat, we are patriots, Jowish sons of 
a Jewish land, and no patriot needs to be tolc when to firht when an 
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aggressar is on his soil." 


=* 


And the Arabs? | . } 


"Our ficht is not -zainst them," he said. "They are victins of 
British rule, .too. The Arab masses will have more richts in a Jewish 
state than they coulc have in an Arab state, which woulc be a puppet state 
unccr the same British rule which oppresses us nows The -.rab child will 
enjoy an ecucation anc have a chance to live a decent life in a Jewish ° 
state. He has neither now." 


It was frowing ite. ~- Friedman-Yellin rose. "We. Woulc like to 
tcll the British people," he said, "to take their sons out of Palestine. 
They co not belong here. They co not wish to be here. It is not 
their firht." . 


"One last question," I said- "Many persons call you Jewish 
Boascists. What is your reply to that?" Friedmn-Yellin smiled 
broadly for the first time. "If we were Fascists," he said, "the 
British would have Gosned forces Wa us long azo as they did in 
Greece and elsewhere." 


Then I was‘in the corridor, the dark classes were on me asain, I 
was lca cown the stairs and into 2 waitin« car. A stran-er sat beside 
me. "Where Co you wish to so?" the driver asked. I gave the name of 
a hotel used as an American officers billct Curin:: the war. On the way the 
man besice me saic‘sucdenly, "Take off your ‘lasses. I% is the Police." 
I snatched them off. The car slowec to a stop. It was a British 
road blocke A British policeman, tommy cun in hand, flashed his light 
full upon my face anc upon that of my companion. We spoke to the 
crivere The latter showed him @ aard. 


"Righto," said the policeman. "Go ahead." 
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Part I - Current Arfairs. 
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GENERAL 


1. Terrorism is in full swing again, on a larger scale than ever 
before. It is probable that this is partly due to the imminence of the 
World Zionist Congress which is to begin at Basle next Monday, 9 December. 
The terrorists are determined to prevent an agrecment being reached 
between the present Jewish leaders and HMG and, by increasing their 
activities, hope to force the hand of the Government and widen the breach 
between the two parties. So far, this has not been achieved and ¢-ll 
available evidence shows that the Jewish authorities are really very 
worried indeed and are now prepared to do almost anything to eradicate 
terrorism. However, whether their efforts will be effective in any way 
is a different mt er; they have stood aside so long and the terrorists 
are so conceited with their successes that, short of civil war, it is 
unlikely thet there will be any improvement in the situation. 


2. Arab fecling is becoming more and more exmsperated, especially at 
the Government's recent concession regarding illegal inmigrants in 
Cyprus. This is put down to Jewish influence in hich Government 
circles in London. Furthermore, it is widely believed that British 
authorities are comiviny at terrorism. For the price of a few soldiers 
and policemen, we can keep the country in a state of turmoil and thus 
prolong our stay here. Arabs refuse to believe that with our great 
military strength we are unable to stop terrorisi whenever we wish. 
Traces of foreimm propaganda might be discerned in this theory. 


3. Part II contains details of the Nejjada anc Fatuwa organisations. 
JEWISH AFFAIRS 

The attention of world Jewry is focussed on Basle where a great 
concentration of Jewish leaders, religious anc political, have gathered 
for the 22nd Worlé Zionist Congress beginning on lionday 9 Dec 6. 
Palestine Jewish lcacers are there in force and it is expected that the 
Jewish Agency Executive will hold one or two incetings before the convening 
of the opening sessione These meetings, which will be presided over by 
David Ben Gurion, no doubt will Giscuss the attitude of the Executive to- 
wards the business of Congress. 


5. The Congress is expected to endorse negotiations so far conducted 
by the Agency with HMG. Such endorsement, however, will not be by 
overwhelming majority, as the extremists are expected to have their say in 
the mttere However, it is believed that the balance of power resis 

with the more moderate parties who will be in favour of the establishment 
of a viable Jewish State in an adequate area of Palestine: in other 
words Partition. This my ean that the attendance of o Jewish deleation 
to the London Conference in January 1947 will be epyjoved, subject: to HMG 
adopting Partition as the basis for discussion. t 


6. Dr. Weizman, now resting at Lugano after several cye oper:iions; 

will open the proceedings «t 1600 hrs on lionday. Whether he will scek 

re-election as Presicent of the Worle Zionist Organisation and Jewish 

Agency is as yet doubtfule Shoulc he decide, either for health or 

political reasons, to resign from his present positions, it will be great 

loss to the forces of moderation in Jewish affairs. It has long been 

realised that he is not in wholehearted agreement with the policy sponsored 

vy the Jewish Agency in Palestine, even though re: he is its 
/president.. eee 
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Me ee Dr. Weizman abhorrs terrorism anc has often usec the threat 
of his resignation as an instrument to corbat the extreme views of some 

of his colleagues on the Executive. 


Te There is the possibility that his long career as leacer of world 
Jewry may be terminated next week. His i.portance to them is such that 
there is little likelihood of his resignation beinz forced. It is 

much more probable that the combined cffects of i11 health and despair 
may cause him to withcraw. It is significant that one Jewish newspaper, 
preparing its readers for this possibility, has announced that 'should Dr. 
Weizman for any reason not be re-elected President of the Zionist 
Organisation, a triumvirate my be appointed, consisting of David Ben 
Gurion, Rabbi Silver of America and Rabbi Fishman. Should this 

occur it would place control of Zionist affairs in the hands of three 
Jewish extremists, of whom Rabbi Silver is the mos%- rabic. Another 
possibility is that the strong American representation at the Congress 
may force the election of Rabbi Silver as President. At any rate, 
whatever happens there tre bound to be 'fireworks' at this, the first 
meeting of worlc Jewry since pre-war days. 


8. Durin:; the: absence of the Jewish leaders in Switzerleanc, the affairs 
of the Jewish Agency in this country will be controllec by a temporary 
Executive of fivs, lec by I Ben Zvi, of the Vaac Leumi. Their introd- 
uction to office has not been made easier by the quickening of Jewish 
terrorist action, anc, on 3 Dec, Mre Ben Zvi was sumaonec to neet the 

High Commissione:, ‘the following day the te:porary Executives of the 
Jewish Agency and. Vaea Leumi issuec a further urgent appcal against the 
increase of terrcrism in\the country. The appeal stated: 


"In its struggle against the White Paper policy, with all 
the sufferi:ic anc bitterness involved, the organised Yishuv has 
never besm.rchec the banner of Zionism by the iaurcer of innocent 
British soicicrs and policemene A sll ssinority of the 
community, rowever, Cef'ying the Ciscipline of the Yishuv and 
of the Zionist Movement anc acting on its own, is using murder 
anc. terror os a nolitical weapon. 


"At it: session of October 29, the Inner Zionist Council 
passec. a re. lution 
Cenounzing without reservation the terrorist »loodshed 
which defiles the struggle of the Jewish people, cistorits its 
character ar. strengthens the hands of the opponents of Zionism 
anc of the ¢ icmies of the Jewish people. 


"Unhapp'ly the terror has not stopped Small groups of 
men, in defixnce of the Yishuv's authority, continue to ver- 
petrete terrorists outrages in town an¢ countryside. 


"The Av cing Zxecutive of the Jewish Asency and she Vaad 
Leumi consicd.2 it) their boundcen cuty to crew the urgent 
attention of the Yishuv to the grave Gangers and disasters that 
threaten the entire Yishuv if the terrorist outrages of these 
isolatec gro.ps co not iniaediately ccasc. 


"The blcodshed must stops" 


9e The apprehension o° the Jewish official institutions concerning 

this spreac of te:rorist activity is belicved to be real. ‘The replies of ~ 
the terrorist grovos to previous anti-terrorist appeals have been such as 
to indicate that sey are completely out of control, anc intend to remainso 
“ hence the appr. 1ension of the official institutionse Of course, the 
Jews have encourarssc the zrowth of these groups by what can be described 

as their tacit accoptance of them in the past. : 


10. Now that tcz:rorism threatens Jewish ,spirations, the official 
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#@titutions realise the Canger and have callec upon the ‘ishuv to isolate 

terrorists.e Beyond this there is little to indicate that they have 
embarke@ on a course of more Gecisive anti-terrorist action. That they 
may be forced to co so in the near future is a very distinct possibility. 
Should this happen there will be civil strife, os the terrorist organ~ 
isations have threatened to resist any Jewish interference with their war 
against the British acministratione 


1l. It is now clear that Stern and Irgun were influencec in calling 
off their attacks on the Palestine railw.y system by the appeals of the 
Yishuv, which was appalle¢ at the prospect of economic Cisaster. The 
terrorist attacks had more or less paralysed the railway system and 
threatened seriously to interfere with the Cistribution of the citrus 
crop - Palestine's major incustry. This threat has been 'averted' by 
this supposed voluntary cessation of hostilities. Stern anc Irgun 
pamphlets published Curing the past week have promiseé a return to 
railwoy sabotage just as soon as the citrus season is overs . . 


12. Although they have ceased attac!cing the railwoys, the terrorist 
groups have resumec their mining of roads and attacks on service 
personnel. On 2 Dec two jeeps containing British solcicrs were blown 
up, and on 3 Dec, two more jeeps were blown up. The nisht 5/6 Dec 
resulted in the blowing up of another jeep on the Hadera/iinifa roads Al- 
tovcthor these outrages caused the ceaths of six British solciers, and 
resulted in the wounding of nine British ORs. 


136 Another feature of this spate of terrorism has been the attacks 
on military and police installations and HQ. The first 2% ack directed 
against the Mustashfa Police Billets Jerusalem on the nicht 30 Nov/1 Dec 
was driven off, anc, from the terrorist point of view coulc be counted as 
2 complete failuree One of the terrorists was wouncec onc arrested; no 
casualties were suffered by military or police. It is dclieved that this 
attaci: was again the wor’: of the Stern group. 


AL. “he outrage committed at Sarafané at 1125 hrs on 5 Dec when the 
military offices there were blown up, also bears the hallmar': of the Stern 
groupe Apparently a military 3 ton vehicle Wis riven into the HQ 

compound, parked within 40 yards of the building anc left; there by its 
Jewish civilian driver. Shortly afterwarcs, an explosion occurred, wrecking, 
the buildings nearby and causing the following casualties :- : 


1 British Officer killed 

1 British OR killed 

6 British Officer scriously injurec 

2 British Officer slightly injurec 

45 British ORs injured anc detained in hospital 
1 vgivilian injured. 


It transpiree subsequently that the truck hac veen stolen from an 
RASC worshops in Serafand. The time of the theft is as yet unimowne 


156 it 1900 hrs on 5 Dec the Jewish terrorists mce another attack on 
the Mustashfa Police Billets Jerusalem. his was azain repelled. Prior 
to the attack a large explosion occurred in a street nearby, and a taxi 
which contained two Jews was blow upe It appears that the Jews in 
question were terrorists; the car, which was pac\ec with explosives hac 
got out of control, and the ensuing explosion nullificc any intentions they 
may have hade # One Jew wos killec and one seriously injurede Two other 
vehicles found abandoned nearby contained large amounts of explosives packed 
in rucksacks. 


16. At the same time explosives were thrown at the. gucrcs on the GOC's 
residence in Jerusalem. No casualties were caused anc these terrorists 
made gooc. their excape. 
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ng by the amount of explosive and mterial ‘eaptured it is evident 
& the terrorists intended to.carry out a big job of Gemolition. ‘The . 


attack, which was in the same area as that which was Griven off on 30 “bd 


Nov, probably was a further attempt to complete an unfinished mission. 


17. As has been stated in earlier parazraphs, the terrorists are 
now thouroughly out of hand and continuation of this type of attack is 
almost certain. 


ARAB ASPAIRS. 


18. The Comnittee of the Arab Leazue has been sitting in Cairo curing 
the period under review. The weeting wis called to Ciscuss internal 
affairs and not political mtters. The Palestine and Egyptian problems were 
not supposed to be on the agenda. The arab League has, however, found time 
to depart from acministration to convey its disapproval of Britain's "pro- 
Zionist" actions, anc also to warm America that continuec interference in 
Micdle East affairs my have serious repercussions on her trade agreements 
with Arab States. This no Goubt referring to American oil interests in 
Saudi Arabia. The Arab Higher Executive Cecidec to seet in Cairo at 

the same time as the Arab Leacue so that they coulc take immediate action 
on any decisions that might be against their interests. To Cate there is 
little information about these mucetings. 


19. The Arab League is launching a new Lanc Recomption Scheme to save 
Arab lends in Palestine. The founcer -f this scheme is Harez Afifi, 
(manager d? the Bank of Egypt , who has received the apnrovel of the 

hiuftie A comnittce consisting of Hafez Afifi, Tasheen el Askari and Jamal 
Husseini has been set up to draft the plans for the reception scheme. The 
present plan aims at a capital of £1,000,000, but it is intended to launch 
the scheme as a Coinpany when an initial sum of £250,000 has been subscribed. 
The initial sum is to be raised by about twenty subscribers from the Arab 
States, all to be persons whose reliability is beyond reproache Once this 
initial subscription has been met it is hoped that King Farouk will launch 
the scheme with a royal cecree. Afifi has approached Syrian and Lebanese 
subjects in Egypt, but met with little success. Now Afifi is in Palestine 
to finc subscribers, and it is believed that he will then visit Syria an¢ 
the Lebanon. Total subscriptions now a 10unt to £3,600. 


20.. Dr. Izzat Tannous has been touring Palestine to try and resuscitate 
the Beit el Mal (Arab Treasury). The Beit el Mal is a fund at the disposal 
of the Arab Higher Committee, and can be crawn on to cover any expenses 
incurrec in assisting the Arab National struggle- Tannous visited Gaza, 
Jaffe and Nablus, and has kelA meetings with “the Arab Chamber of Commerce 
anc other institutions to enlist their supyort for the enlersement of the 
Treasury by levying special taxese Althouch obtaining the full support 
of members of the Palestine Arab Barty, Tannous ‘act with little success 
amons the opposition parties, as they pointe@ out to him that they could 
not be expected to pay taxes towards the Arab Treasury while the Arab 
Executive was not representative of all political opinions. 


216 The Ikhwan el Muslimin is believed to be forming a new group to 
cater for the fanatically religious members of the Aray Youthe This group 
is to be callec "Juwallah" (Ramblers), ané is intended for "body and 
character building, inculcation of discipline, teaching of patience and 
defence of life, property anc land". ‘The Juwellah will wear uniform 
consisting of shorts anc shirt, with the Ikhwan badcrc on the breast pocket. 
The Juwallah is not expected to become very larze, as the recruiting for 
‘the }ioslem Brotherhooc with its strict relisious discipline is already 
losing sround to the Najjada and Fatuwa with their bris hter uniforms and ° 
easier life. 


226 Ahmed eff Shuxeiri has resigned from his position as head of the 
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fufti was anxious to persuade Shukeiri to resirn as he cic not trust 

him, bus it is not clear whether Shukeiri resioned owins to pressure 

from the Mufti, or whether it wos a senuine szove to ena>le him to 

resume his profitable law practice in Acre. | Shukeiri's resignation from 
the Ara Office does not mean his complete with¢rawal froin the political 
field, as he is still closely connected with the Al Hizb al Ashari 
(Socialist Party). : 


@cetc Arab Office. There have been any indications that the 


236 The assassination of Fawzi Darwish Husseini on the aftermoon of 
23 Nov, near his home in Tur villase is anothcr move that can be 
attributed to one of the Arab Societies that are being formed to stop 
all dealings, and particularly lanc transactions with Jews. Darwish 
Husseini ise belicved to have been engage in selling lanc to Jews for 
several years, anc is reported to have recently complctce a large 
transaction. It is interesting to observe that his relatives have 
shown indifference to his death, and there have been no Signs of the 
usual reprisals. 


Press and Propapanda. 


2h. ° Jewish propaganda has been of two varicties: for terrorism and 
against terrorism. On the one hand the Herbew papers and 'Kol Israel! 
are campaigning against the alarming increase of terroriss activity, 
and on the other hand the terrorists are riciculing these efforts. 


25 "Kol Israel' seems to have embarked on an 211 out campaign to 
Giscredit the terrorists, and recent broadcasts have concentrated on 
this issue. Despite this they always find some pretext to delegate a 
portion of the responsibility for these attacks on to HG. 


26. Judging by the strong tone of recent editions of Stern and 
Irgun pamphlets they intend to go from strenrth to stren-th, and have 
warned those who Cisagree with their policy to refrain from interfering. 
That they mean what they say is proven by the events of the past few 
days * ; 


ILLEGAL I? MIGRATION 
27. There has been considerable activity in the fielc of illegal 


immigration recently, inclucing the arrival of the larcest limigrant 
ship to reach Palestine, an unsuccessful Habeas Corpus action by the 
Jewish gency and the Govt announcement of various concessions to the 
immigrants in Cyprus. 


28. The SS Lohita, a vessel of 3,500 tons, calling herself? Knesset 
Israel (Jewish Comuunity), was boarded by a naval party two miles West 
of Carmel Point after having been sighted by aircraft anc shadowed by 
a destroyer escort. 


29. The boarding took place at 1220 hrs 26 Mov 16. Wo resistance 
was offered to the boarding varty anc ct 1340 hrs the Loita came 
alongside the quay in Haifa port. It was Cecidec to transfer the 
immigrants to the ships Empire Heywood, Empire Rival ané¢ Ocean Vigour 
and the immigrants were informed of this intention. he vassengers 
reacted violently to this information, ané proceeccc to throw tins of 
food, bottles and other missiles at the troops ané police on the dock, 
causing several casualties. Some shots vere fired Curins this - 
period, anc. 2 Jews were killed and 1 injured. It was ceciced to employ 
hose pipes and tear gas to overcome the resistance, anc at 1445 hrs 
troops succeeded in boarding the vessel. Transhipment then proceeded 
according to plan, and by 1930 hrs the Lohita had been cleared. . 
Immigrants were disposed of as follows :~ 
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To Cyprus 385k, 
To Govt Hospital 56 


To Mil Hospital 1 
Ps Dead 2 
Total 3913 

30. Immeciately they were filled, the three ships sailed from Haifa 


anc cruisec up anc down the coast within territorial waters with 
destroyer escort, waiting for instructions to sail for Cyprus. 


31. While the transhipment was proceecing the Jowish Agency took 
legal action against the Government, GOC., anc other officials by 
serving 2 writ of Habeas Corpus mentioning many of the immicrants »y 
names. The min argument put forward by the Agency was that the High 
Commissioner cannot orcer the Geportation of any person without giving 
him an opportunity to explain that he is entitlec to remin in 
Palestinee The Government reply was that the High Commissioner can 
order the Ceportation of any person if he considers it necessary in the 
interests of public security to Go soe The case came before the 
Supreme Court, sitting as a High Court of Justice, on 27 Nov., ané 
judgment was dcliverec in favour of the Government on 29 Nove The 
ships then set sail for Cyprus. Disembarkation in Cyprus was 
completec without incicent on 1 Dec. 


32. Representatives of the Vaac Leumi were srantec an interview 
with the High Co missioner on the 27 Nov anc reouestec that some of 
the em ty camps in Palestine should be used to house the immigrants 
insteac of ceportin, them to Cyprus. Government gave & Cecision on 
this on 29 Nov-, when it was announced that 750 immigrants Cue for 
release Dec 15 - Jan 15 woulc be moved fron Cyprus immeCiately to the 
Jewish Agency camp at Haccra to remain there on parole until cuc for 
release, while « further 1,000 would be accommocated in Athlit, to be 
moved to Hacera as space became available. It wis also announceé 
that immigrants being acmitted from Cyprus would be civen Palestinian 
nationality insteac of remining stateless, as hitherto. 


TalL PIECE 


33 The following is an extract from ‘iction', a paper published 
by the Bergson Group (/merican League for a Free Palestine)in New York. 


"The British have launcheé a campaign of provocation 
desi-ncc to create incicents between their troops and the 
Hebrew population in Palestine. By staczins -wréders of 
British solciers, they are trying to arouse Tomy antagonism, 
against the Hebrews." ; 
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INTRODUCTION 


le The past year in Palestine has seen the birth of two Arab para- 
military youth organisations, both of which have been organised to 
resuscitate the nationalistic spirit of the Arab youth. First in the 
field was the Najjada, for whieh application for registration was made 
in Oct 1945. The progress of this organisation was attended by 
instant success, so much so, that Jamal Husseini and the Palestine 
Arab Party approached the Najjada leader, Hawari, in Aug 1946 and 
suggested that the Najjada should become the youth movement of the 
P.A.P.. Hawari refused, as he did not want the Najjada to become 
political. The rebuff given to Husseini caused him to form the 
Fatuwa in opposition to the Najjada. 


2e Details of both organisations are set out below. 
NAJJADA 


Histor ys. 


3» This organisation, founded and commanded by Mohamed Nimr 

Hawari, an Arab lawyer of no particular standing, wos formed in October 
1945 as an Arab Scout Group for the stated purpose of organising Arab 
Youth. Its published aims are :- 


(a) The improvement of the educational and moral standard 
of Arab Youth. 


(b) The cnlistment of young men above the age of sixteen 
into Najjada scout groups, with the objeot of render- 
ing assistance to Palestine Arabs and the Arab cause. 


(c) Organisation of branches throughout Paléstine. 
(a) Non-intervention in party politics. 


More recently, Najjada has announced that it is out to combat 
the Zionist menace. 


he Its members are divided into two categories :~- 
(a) Active (uniformed) 
(b) Co-operators (sympathisers). 


Activity includes drilling, physical training, elementary 
‘military’ training, marches and lectures with special emphasis on 
Arab ideology. The active members are those to be seen parading the 
countryside at week-ends, clad in 'Feisalia' caps, khaki shirts, slacks, 
jacket and tie. "Officers" wear Sam Brown belts. 


Co-operative members take no active part in the organisation's 
programme and do not wear uniform It is understood that supporters 
pay a monthly subscription. 


5. The birth of Najjada was greeted with great satisfaction by the 
Arabs. Branches were formed throughout the country and Hawari hurried 
from town to town holding rallies and enlisting recruits. The reported 
rate of enlistment caused Arab enthusiasts to announce that the 
organisation would soon rival Hagana in size and importance. ‘This was 
of course a gross exaggeration, but it wis true that the very nature 

of the group appealed to the latent flamboyancy of the Arab character, 
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and its early days were attended by success- Before the end of July 
1945, eleven main branches had been set up in the principal towns, 
namely :; 


Jaffa Jerusalem 
Haifa Tullarn 
Acre Gaza 
Nablus Majdal 
Beersheba Nazareth 
Tiberias 
6. The success of this non-party group attracted the envious 


glances of power seeking Arab politicians and quite soon afterwards 
attempts were made by the Palestine Arab Party, led by Jamal Husseini, - 
to gain control of the Najjada. These attempts were fiercely resisted 
by Hawari, supported in the main by his leaderse It soon became 
apparent that the politicians were having little success in alienating 
the loyalties of the rank and file of the Najjada, and in August 1946 
the Palestine Asrab Party beran to organise the Fatuwa in opgosition. 


7- + The Pormins of the Fatuwa caused a wumber of Palestine Arab 
Party supporters to desert from the Najjadca, but the volume of 
desertions, although incurring resentment of Hawari, did not fully 
gratify Jamal Husseini. However, the settin= up of the Fatuwe Was a 
severe blow to Arab unity and created that atmosphere of iutual dis- 
trust which have featured so prominently in Najjada/Fatuwa relations 
of late. 


8. At the present time Najjada boasts of “upwards of 30,000 men". 
This is wishful thinking. It probably has something in the region of 
8,000. The group is strong in the Jaffa and South Palestine areas, 
both of which are in close contact with the Supreme Heaccuarters in 
Jaffa. Their hold in the Jerusalem and Nablus areas is Selieved to 
have waned, and it is now reported that both of these districts are 
strongholds of the Fatuwa. Despite this, Najjada is still considered 
to be the stronper organisation of the two. 


Organisation 


9. The Najjada is governed by a High Council consisting of the = 
Pollowine members :- 


Mohamed Nimr Hawari - Chairman and Supreme Commander 


Rashad Dabbagh - Secretary 
Rashad Arafeh - Treasurer 
Rasem Husseini 

Kutab Sakisha 


Bashir Kishawi 
Anis Abu Khalifa 
Abed es Salem Dajani 
The Hich Council de-centralises control to seven districts, each 
of which have been allotted flags of neiehbouring Arab States as their 
banner, on which has been super-imposed the Najjada emblem of a triangle 
set above crossed leaves. The Districts are as follows :- 


District Flag 

Gaza Eoypt 

Galilee ~ Lebanon 

Nablus Yemen 

Jerusalem Saudi Arabia 

Haifa Iraq 

Beersheba Transjordan 

Jaffa Syria eae 
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10. Districts are in turn suP civided into companies, troops and 
patrolse The companies are named after Arab heroes and consist of 
two troops of four patrols, of which each patrol has an establishment 
of seven men. 
Najjada groups have been formed in the followinrs areas :- 


Jaffa District 


Committee :- Rasem Husscini Bashir Kishawi 
Kutab Sakisha Anis Abu Khalifa 
Abed es Salem Dajani. 

Units Jaffa lydda Ramle 
Salameh Abbassieh Aguir 
Beit Nabala Jimza Zarnuga 
Yazour Muzeira Mushar 
Tulkarm 


Gaza District 


Commander ; Faik B'seise 
Treasurer :;: J'afar Filfel 


Units 
Gaza Majdal 
Beersheba District 


Commander :; Rafiq B'seiso 


Units Beersheba 
Galilee District 
Units Safad Hunin Tiberias § Khalsa 
Huleh Samakh Jenin 
Haifa District 
Units Haifa Bassa Acre Tarshiha 
Jerusalem District 
Units Hebron Ein Karim 
Nablus District 
Units Nablus 
ll. From the forezoine it might be construed that the Najjada is a 


very well organised force. This is not the casee In the Jaffa and 
South Palestine areas control is reasonably zood, but the control 
diminishes the further hbhe detachments are away from the Supreme Command 
at Jaffa. Consequently, Hawari is called upon to make frequent 
excursions to the distant areas for the purpose of stirrinz them up with 
parades and lectures. The existence of more detachments than are listed 
above is possible- Those described are those whose activites have been 
reported. 


Arms and J'raining 


12. - The Najjada claims to be well supplied with arms, but it must be 
remembered that the Arabs have a traditional fascination for arms bearing. 
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It is certain bhat the Najjada has a considerable quantity of small arms 
and continues to take steps to obtain more, but there are no sisns of 
the heavy sunporting weapons they would like us to believe they possess. 
The Najjada is also handicapped by lack of funds, particularly as it 

has no political party to back it. 


136 It is believed that weapon training is carried out in some 
tranches of the Najjada, the instructors being Arabs who have served in 
the police and army; reports also state that the neishbourins Arab 
States are assisting by organising the ofid weapon’ trainin~ cadre for 
Najjada. There are no facts to supnort this claim. However, the 
Arabs are keen to improve their weapon training and probably will. avail 
themselves of every opportunity for doing so. : 


Conclusion 


Ake In 12 months the Najjada have made creat strices in their task 
of organising Arab youth. However, there are several si-ns that the 
first flush of enthusiasm is on the wane. his is due to the vact that 
the initial fascination is wearing off, causin’. the cefecition ef several 
luke-werm umbers. Those that remain after this process cctcruines 
itsel? imy be the more dangerous by vittue of their more intiense nation- 
alism- 41) in all it appears probable that, in the event 

of a deterioration of the situation caused by the i.wlementasion of a 
policy unfavourable to Arab interests, the Najjada woula constitute the 
core of any Arab resistance which might develop. 


156 It must always be remembered, however, that the Arabs persistently 
exaggerate the strensth of their para military organisations. The Jews 
encourage this persistence in-an effort to scare HMG into « realisation 
of the growth of "an rab menace". In view of this, reports of Najjada 
activity must be exanined carefully before transmitting them to hither 
authority. 


FATUWA 


History. 


16. Fatuw2 “roups were in existence in Palestine in 1935, when they 
were under the sevis of the Mufti, but durine the 1936-39 Arab Rebellion 
they were -racually dissolved. The orsanisation wos refor..ed in 1946 

as a direct result of Jamal Husseini's failure to take control of the 
Najjada. It is essentially a political youth organisation, soonsored 
and organisec by the Palestine Arab Party. She main success of this new 
movement came in the Jerusalem area, where Kanel Areikat, the Najjada 
commander, joined the Fatuwa, takine most of the Najjada merbers with him. 
Areikat was mde "Field Commander" of the Fatuwme Areilat's action was 
prompted by ambition, and by an intense jealousy of Hawari's position in 
the Najjada; therefore, there is no love lost between the two. Like-the 
Najjada, the Fatuwa puts out exarrerated claims that it has a strength of 
25,000 men, whereas the actual streneth is nearer 5,000. 


Organisation 
17- The Patuwe is organised on a similar basis to the Najjada, but its 
central HQ is in Jerusalem, and the bulk of its units are in the Jerusalem 
and Nablus areas, which are strongholds of the Palestine Arab Party. The 
Fatuwa governing body consists of the following members :- 


Jamal Husseini Controller 

Kamel Areikat Field Commander ‘: 
Abdulla Al Amari 

Bahgat Gharbia 

Subhi Abu Gharbia } Comaitteo 

Majdi Al Jaoni 


Ahmed Ali Issawi 
/again theres..+« 
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Again there is a sub-division into districts, but with the Fatuwa this sub-division 
is not clear, as the only districts that have any large bodies of men are Nablus 
and Jerusalem. Fatuwa units have been located in the following areas :- 


Jerusalem Commander - Kamel Areikat 
Units Jerusalem 
Eizariya 
Bethany 
Ramallah 
El Maliha 
Nablus Commander - Anwar srafat 
Unit Nablus 
Others Ramle. Safad. Tiberias 
Beisan. Tulkarm. f 
Arms and Training | 
18. The arming and training of the Fatuwe has progressed along very 
Similar lines to the Najjada, and little more need be added ex®ept that 
because it has the backing of the Palestine Arab Party it ight obtain their 
support in the colleotion of money for the purchase of arms. 
Conclusion. 
19. The Fatuwa is similar to the Najjada, its main difference being that 


The Fatuwa must also be considered as a potential menace to security, not 
because of its present strength, but because it could be turned into the 
_ nucleus of an Arab National Army. 


Union. 


20. Arab leaders, headed by the Mufti, have seen the danger of having 
Arab Youth divided into several organisations, and have taken steps to unite 
them into one common movement. On 5 Oct 46, a committee was nominated by the 
Arab Executive to effect the amalgamation of all Arab Youth groups. The 
committee consists of Emile Ghoury, Mohammed Nimr Hawari and Rafik Tamimi. 

The Mufti also interviewed Howari and Jamal Husseini, and informed them that 
it was his express wish that the Najjada and Fatuwa should unite. Notices 
have appeared in the Arab press from time to time statin:, that the union has 
taken place, and even naming the consolidated movement as "Al Rawad", but 

at present they are still going their om ways. “he Najjada officers feel 
that they will lose their commissions to 'party' members if they join forces, 
while Hawari does not trust some of the members of the Ara» Executive, and 

if the Najjada becomes associated with the P.A.P. he feels that it may be 
destroyed by a rift in the party. He also believes that the Government : 
may take action against the Najjada if it were to ally itself to a political 
party. So the internal struggle for existance continues, and it will be 
interesting to see if ‘he Najjada will go against the orders of the Mufti, 

or whether it will sink its individuality and become a political 

organisation. 


as it is backed by the P.A.P., it is not surprising that we find that it has. 
absorded most of the Najjada supporters in the P.A.P. strongholds. Once 
away from these areas we find that there is little to choose between the two. 
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l. The lull in terrorist activity which began-on 6 Dece ver, 
following 2 re-orted neeting between reoresentatives of the Hazyana, IZL 
and Stern Group on t)<'‘saaioCcay is likely to last until the finish of 
the Zionist Congress in Faslee The Congress meetings were ori_inally 
due to enc on or about 22 December, but it is now »robable shat Shey 
will last a fev cays longer - with luck over Christmas and, perhans, 
even the New Year. 


2. The views of the representatives at the World Zionist Congress 
are many and diverse «nd a number of very inflammatory speeches have 
been made. However, the main issue seems to be whether Dr. Weizmann 
or Rabbi Silver is to be elected President of the World Zionist 
Organisation and the Jewish Agencye It is to be hoped that the former 
will be successful. 


3. The recent meetings of the Arab Higher Executive and the ..rab 
League in Cairo fo not appear to have benefitcd the cause of Palestine 
Arabs in any way in spite of statements and press conferences and a 
spate of words indicating a unity and solidarity which do not exist. 
As usual, the Pilestine Arab lenders are riven with internal Ciscord, 
which is perhaps just as well for the peace of the country- 


he Part II of this newsletter, which is regretiably but inevitably 
very long, consists of, firstly, a report of an intervicw with :‘ohamed 
Nimr Hawari, leaccr of the Najjada, and secondly, the answers to a 
guestionnaire submitted to Menachem Seigin, chief oi the Irgun Zvei 
Leumi» Both statcinents were made in the first half of this wonth and 
come from a very reliable source. It is interesting to note that 
both leaders asree on the following four points : Britain is to blame 
for the present chaotic state of Palestine; each organisation belicves 
that the authorities are helping the other side; each clai:s to have 
received overtures from the opposite camp; neither side will consicer 
partition. 


THs WOXLD ZIONIST CONGRISS 


5. Political activity has beon at a vory low ebb in Palestine. By 

9 December nearly all the leaders of World Jowry were in Basle, ready for the 
opening of the 22nd World Zionist Congress. Coming as it doves at such a 
critical point in ths life of Zionism, the Congress is perhaps the nost 
important event of the whole year, and upon it depends the future of 

Zionisn, Although all as ,ects of Javry's difficulties arc boing discussed, 
the problea of Palestine is »,aramount and contres around the question of 
partition, Dr Weiznan, President of the Waptd Zionist Organisation, opened 
the Congress with 4 sprcovh of a rather nore extrene nature that was expoct- 
ed, presumably in an attempt to win over support for partition, He 

claimed that the blame for the Palestine Problema rests ontirely on tho 
shoulders of Britain, as a result of the hess geese and that Jewry would = 
never accept a Federal Plan, 


6. Dr. Weizman was followod on 10 Deceaber by Bon Gurion, Chairnan of 

the Jewish Agency sxecutive, who did not share Dr Weiznan's opimbon that 
Jewry's only hope was in Britain, His dconand was for a Jewish State in the a 
whole of Palestine and for unlinited pane Me rie under the ~.' .%> ° gs oe 
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oe of tho Agency, -aLbi Silver, head of the Amcrican Zionist © ye 
ganisation, set the toms x the Aacrican denands, by stating a . 
Similar policy. 


7. Ths General Zionists, the largest party in thu Congruss, have 
becn svactiing of an unlnown quantity. At 2 pre-Congress debate, div- 
ision of opinion on ths subject of partition was marked, but evontually 
a resolution was passed by the dmexican section, agrueing to Jewish 
participation in the Lonion Gonference “vith tho purpose of discussing 
a Jewish Stato", It is significant that this decision dovus not specify 
the inclusion of the whole of Pulestins in the Jewish State, It sceus 
likely that this decision will wake it certain that the Congress will 
eg to tho tgency's participation in the London Conference in Jamary ' 


8. The xevisionists have eclebrated their return to te World 
Zionist Organisation in no uncertain sanmner., Six scubers < £ the Central 
Coumittee of the Aucrican Revisionists havo beon suspended by ‘the 

Zionist uxeoutive for brenches of discipline, They are accused of 
reguesting UNO to ciscuss the Valestine problem at the Goneral Assembly 
and of sponsoring on advertiscuent in New York anmnouncin; the establishnent 
of a resistance fund, ; 


9 On 19 Decoubcx, Dz Jciaaen stated thet he woule never agree 

to be Ionorary ixusident of the jorld Zionist Organisati: on, but that he 
was Willing to acespt the active Presidency provided the Congress would 
authorise participation in the Lonion Gonferenes am negotiations on the 
basis of partition, He also Couan'’s that the Congress should assert its 
authority over the extreme sloucnts of the commnity. It now svcus 
probabls thet Dr dcizuan will contimse in office. 
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10, Por th: virst tine in wany uonths a fortnight has passed during 
Which there has been virtually no terrorist activity, It is generally 
roported that an unofficial truce has been agreed upon between the Ha ana 
and the Irgun, unofficial in the sense that the Irgun would seareviy 
omangcr their independenc. by putting the truce in writing. Although 
ther. have been no atvacli, it is not yet clear that the Stern Group 
have agreed to the iull, ‘here has been no eviderse recently to show 
that the two dissident groups are workin together and, indeed, it seous 
likely that they avc dsiftin, apart. Consequently, it is probable that 
the Stern Grou» althoush ocfusin; to agree to a truce. have suspended 
mperations for a short period, How long the truce willlast it is diffi- 
cult to estimt:, chough the und of the Zionist Jongress seems a likely 
date, 


Eee The self-izmosed lull uust be causing considerable cifficulty 
to the terrorists, Gangs of fanatics ani desperacoes aust of noocusity 
rely for cohesion on continuous action. Inactivity tends to bring 
Gisintecration, an’ either sqomratist groups will forn or reoruits will 
drift away, Uovever, training, preparation ani recruiting contime, and 
it is reportcd that curing the past fortnight no fewer than 15 taxis have 
be2n stolen for lon; or short periods in Tel Aviv alone, 


12, Tivo members of the gang which attacked the bonk in Jaffa on ~ 

13 Septuaber have beon convicted during the past fortnight, One has been 
sentcneed to 18 yoars' imprisomacnt anl 18 strokes of the cat, and the 
other one uonth's iuiscmaent anc 12 strokes of the cat. ‘The announco- 
nent of these suntences brought an inmwdinte reaction fron the Irgun, 

who have threatened that if the sentences are carried out any British 
soldier who falls into their hanis is liable to be thrashod in © like 
manner, This is a typical torverist reply to what is a reasonable ’ 
sentence fo: an extroue criainal offence = arned robbery with assault, 
But for the fact that both offenders were under age, they would have been 
liable to capital punishucnt. 
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3. 
ARAB APFATRS 
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13. The ..rnb Higher Committee appears to have realised the i=»portance 
of propaganca, and at their first press conference they announced their 
intention o sending missions to North anc South Americ. to explain their 
views. inosher wission is to »e sent to Incia to raise funcs to receem 
Arab lancs in Pxlestine. 


te The ‘ii;her Sormittee's press conference too: place in Jerusalem 
on 12 Dec, wit Tr. Shalidi ané Exile Ghoury officiating. | Sorresponéents. 
were tole J:.t oss of the important Gecisions taken at recent Sormittee 


meetings hve cen relerreéd to the League for final anprovel -efore being 
announceeé <. ti < puclic «ceting to >e hel@ in Palestine in the near future. 
The Cormitiics has confirnec the findings of she Ara Rulers' con‘erencg ané 
of the ara Raabe "Slucan" conference ‘Cealing with Jewish iniicration and 
lané. transver resulations. 


156 The Ara.) sjokesman announced that. Arab views on the Loncon talks 
will not change until the subject for ¢iscussion changes. ‘The Arvbs are 
desirous of “cin, invitec =s « whole; then they can choose “ihcir own 
delegates. the .re> Higher Committee considers that Jews should h-ve no 
place at the sonfcrencee Americ.n interference in Palestine :.ff .irs contin- 
ues to inrurinte them. Ii was steatec that the arc. Gelezptes <.t UNO were 
ins A ibay dag vo loc se protests at American intcr’erence. This avs been done 
but with no sueccss. ; 


16. There has Deen much criticisia of the non-represent:.tive chiracter 
of the Ar. liisher Comittee, and is hos now been ceciced to Toric new one 
to be chosen Dy sener:.1 electione An electoral lew is cing Grawm up, but 
there is no intcrition of holding the elections for some time yet. The new 
Comittee is intuncec to take control of all Arad cffairs in og eran 
inclucing cxisting L-né Funds, Lané Recemption schemes anc ..ro> Offices. 
Its source o.) revenue will be »y the levying of cirect and iné irect taxes 
through the “cit El ilel (rab Treasury). ‘The united youth organisations 
Will also De controllec >y the Committee. 


17+ Shere ha», been two incicents between the .rabs anc Jews recently. 
Firstly, when arnec men raicec the offices of the Najjaca socicl club in 
Jaffa ane ae «way .ith sone pemphlets., This inciéent «cv well hive been 
causee by cigsicent Najjacs. supporters, or other Ara» bodies. It. is not 
Selieved to have “ecn Cone by Jews, although ir) papers hailec it as a 


sign of Jewish a: ression. The seconc incicent wes the raic on Salaneh 
villaze by an arnec. anc of Jews on 11 Dec. wo young <:en fro.. the 


villaze were Jscuctce anc the itukhtar wounded when he atte mtcc’ to interfere 
The two men were relessed after interrogetion wy the Jews. It anpears 
likely thi. this action was taken »y Hagana because the Salcmeh /urahs had 
either cefaulicc on an arms Geal or hee rifleé a Jewish aris cache in that 
areas 


18. Seeling in the Aras world ran high after these two incicents but 
no retaliatory measures were taken. The Arab Higher Comittee is believed 
to have usec the continuec Jewish immigration anc the Salanch affair as 
material to incitc the people and calleec a protest strike for 15 Dec. 
However, the strixe passec off without incident. 


ILLSGAL DMTERION 
19. No ille-;:1 ships are known to hve reachec Palestine since the 
"Lohita' arrived on 26 Nov, »ut one ship, SS 'Athina',was wrec.:ed on 7 Dec, 
trying to reach Palestine. The ‘ithina' wes a sll ship carrying nearly 
800 imwigranis. She is reported to have saile? fron a Yugoslav ort on ee 
26 Nove On 7 Dec she ran into a storm and struck a reef near the oe 
of Sirina, north of Crete. Eight of the immigrants are believed to 
been Growmec; the rimaincer succeeded in reaching the island, where heir 
position would have soon beoome éangerous as they were without Toot and 
warn clothing. 
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20, The Jewish agency soon heard of their - wlight and on 8 Deo 
approached the Chicf seorutary for assistance, .s' Halifaxes carzicd 
out a succe.sful suyoly Grop on 9 Dee ané the Navy desvatched ships 
to the island, eliegeme 7 action by tho Royal and Grovk Nevics resulted 
in all the refusees being rescued, The sick were evacuated to <hodes 
and 772 were transferred to Cyprus, The Jewish Agency aslted for these 
iuiigrants to be sduitted direct to Palestine, but Goverment only 
agreea to adait the wonen and children to Athlit tho zcn aust take 
their turn with the other oseunants of the Cyprus caps, 


215 fransres of imaigrants from Cyprus contimues. On 19 Dec 
756 imai-rants were ad:ai tod to the © seney Caup at Kiryat Shmuel and 
were rcleascd om the 15 Dee. 1000 iuuigrants have been transfered 
fron Cypous an’ are now being held in Athlit Caz, 
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22. The cnex,y of Kol Israul has been civided between attacks 
on the terrorists sand recrizinations against the British for their 
refusal to br.ny the 'Athina' refugees to Paiestine, On 8 Decenber it 
broadcast an ouctlon:.1 tirade addressed to the "Mothers of ungland",. 

It first of all pointed out that the Jewish Resistance liovenent never 
resorted to in.iserininate violence in its struggles against the 

ciforts of the British authorities to strangle the last hopes of the 
Jewish poopic,. and cxpressed the Yishuv's sorrow at the aurier of British 
soldiers. It then want on to describe how Juws surforcd froa the terror 
isa of the British soldier, quoting as axamples the cases of Givat Hayin 
emi the 'Lohita'., ‘who broadcast ended with an appeal to British mothers 
to raise theii voices « inst the criminal policy of the British Adnin- 
istration in Palestine, "Then tn lish and Jowish wothers alike will have 
no cause to grieve for their children", This would secon to be a clear 
ease of the tacit uso of terrorisa as a weayon. 


25 The recent recrudescence of terrorist threats in England 
through the ucdium of telephene hoaxes has avzain been received with 
ill-concealed jicc by the Jewish press, and their treataent of it 
throws an intere: sting lisht on their aenta lity m4 hey imapine that 
tho whole of lonfon is livi nz ina state of terror, wonderin , what is 
going to be blown up first by the ubiquitous terrorists, .t the sane 
tiuc they indicts that an enquiry into the sensational treatment of 
the scare by some Lonion newspapers vould not come amiss, because of 
the danase it has donc to the 4ionist cause, Stories of the atrocity 
scares in the Bebrew press asparently lie forgotten in the files, 
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